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CEO’s Welcome

Dear Friends and Supporters,

Welcome to our latest newsletter! It’s hard to believe that we are
already half way through 2015. It’s already been a busy year for the
ISPCA. In April, we rescued 340 dogs from a puppy farm in Carlow,
many of which have already been rehomed (see page 4). We were
only able to carry out this huge rescue with your help. Your
generosity continues to allow us to deal with thousands of animals
that have been neglected, abandoned or cruelly treated. Without
your help we simply couldn’t do what we do.

2014 saw the introduction of the Animal Health and Welfare Act, a significant step forward for
animal welfare in Ireland. This legislation puts a legal responsibility on the owners of all animal
protected under the Act to provide for their animals’ needs. For the first time, ISPCA Inspectors can
actually do the ‘P’ in ISPCA: prevent cruelty rather than have to wait until it occurs as we used to
have to do with previous legislation. In May 2014, our Inspectors received statutory powers as
Authorised Officers and have since initiated over 40 prosecutions an seized over 1000 animals. The
firs t three of these prosecutions have been finalised in court with positive outcomes (see page 7 for
an example): all the offenders pled guilty proving that the legislation works. We have started the
recruitment process for two new Inspectors bringing our team up to eight Inspectors who will be
covering 17 counties.
This year sees the introduction of compulsory microchipping. From September puppies aged 12
weeks and over must be microchipped with all dogs being required to be microchipped from March
2016. Microchipping your pet will increase the chances of you being reunited with it should it get
lost or stolen. The ISPCA welcomes this new legislation as it will help promote responsible pet
ownership. If your pet is not microchipped, don’t delay – get it done now.

In May the ISPCA were delighted to support the Spay Aware campaign (see SpayAware.ie). This
annual campaign encourages all dog and cat owners to be responsible and get their pet neutered.
We are calling on all dog and cat owners to avoid unwanted litters by getting their pet neutered.
Neutering also provides health benefits for your pet so it makes sense to get it done.
Going forward the ISPCA will publish a five year plan later this year
which will make it clear what we intend to do in the coming years.
We will continue to develop our cruelty prevention work through
our Inspectors. We will develop our rescue, rehabilitation and
rehoming at our centres in Longford and Cork. We will continue to
provide animal welfare education across Ireland and we will work
with other like-minded animal welfare organisations to ensure that
animal welfare is at the top of the agenda for politicians.

However, we can’t do this without you – our supporters. It is you
that makes the difference. By supporting our work it is you that helps
the thousands of animals across Ireland that need rescuing by our
Inspectors. It is you that help prevent cruelty and the promotion of
kindness to animals.
Thank you for your continued support!
Dr Andrew Kelly
ISPCA Chief Executive Officer
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Hold Your Horses

Gillian Quinn supports ISPCA in urging owners to “hold your horses"
in a bid to tackle Ireland’s equine over-population crisis.
The ISPCA is urging horse
owners to put a stop to the
irresponsible breeding of
horses which is resulting in a
severe
equine
overpopulation crisis resulting in
too many low value foals. The
ISPCA is urging owners to
take measures now and
ensure their horses do not

breed
unwanted
foals
ensuring their colts are
professionally castrated at the
appropriate age. With little
market, many equines are
being abandoned, seriously
neglected or acquired by
people without the adequate
knowledge or means to
properly care for them.

Bird Nesting Season
During the nesting season
for our wild birds the ISPCA
would like to remind our
supporters to not to disturb
any nests you may come
across. There is a ban on
hedge cutting, active March
to August (with some
exceptions), to protect our
native birds while they nest.
If you find a baby bird, or
injured fledgling out of the
nest, please contact your
nearest wildlife centre for
advice. Do not attempt to
return them to the nest, as
you may disturb other birds.

registered charity number CHY5619

The ISPCA is
encouraging
all pet owners
to get
their pet’s
microchipped.
Microchipping
is
now
universally recognised as the
most effective way to have
your adored pet made
permanently identifiable and
gives you great peace of
mind in the event that your
pet
goes
missing.
Microchipping
will
be
compulsory for all dogs in
2016, but don’t wait until
then – do it now. Only one in
three dogs in Ireland is
currently microchipped and
it is also vital that you keep
your details updated to
ensure that you can be
contacted. Visit your vet
today!

www.ispca.ie
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ISPCA Rescue 340 dogs
and 11 horses
Happy Tails:

The ISPCA has completed a
rescue of unprecedented scale
in the removal of 340 dogs and
11 horses from a Puppy Farm in
Myshall,
Co.
Carlow.
Numerous ISPCA Officers, as
well as Gardaí and officials
from the Department of
Agriculture and the Local
Authority were involved in the
operation which took place
over a 9 day period.
The majority of the rescued
dogs had heavily matted coats
which needed to be completely
clipped and they were also
suffering from chronic skin, eye
and teeth problems. A number
of them had untreated injuries
which were infected causing
further suffering. Their paws
were also badly infected from
being soaked in urine.
ISPCA Chief Inspector Conor
Dowling said: “This operation
has
been
extremely
4
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We were absolutely thrilled
when Claus, the longest
resident at the ISPCA National
Animal Centre, found a
fantastic new home. Claus
came into the care of the
ISPCA in poor condition. With
help from our dedicated staff
and volunteers, he recovered
well and settled in to the
kennels. However, he spent far
too long there, patiently
waiting for someone to pick
him and take him home.

challenging for the ISPCA as a
whole and for the individuals
involved at a personal level.
The conditions in this dog
breeding establishment were
absolutely shocking and it
was imperative that it be shut
down. We welcome this as
the first closure notice to be
served
since
the
implementation of the Dog
Breeding Establishment Act
and we are delighted we were
able to remove so many
animals where their welfare
was compromised. We would
particularly like to thank An
Garda Siochana for their
efforts in dealing with this
matter.”
“Thanks so much to our
amazing
supporters
who
responded to our Carlow
Puppy Farm Emergency Appeal
by making a life-saving
donation. We simply couldn’t

have helped them without you!
Dogs Trust Ireland; Donegal
SPCA; Kildare and West
Wicklow SPCA; Kilkenny SPCA;
Limerick Animal Welfare; Laois
SPCA; Longford SPCA; Mayo
SPCA; Roscommon SPCA;
Wicklow
SPCA;
Tipperary
Friends of Animals, Waterford
SPCA Cavaliers in Need and
Last Chance Animals Dublin.
Special
thanks
to
staff,
volunteers and groomers who
worked tirelessly and to
everyone who kindly donated
food, bedding, dog collars and
treats etc. You have been
amazing!”
registered charity number CHY5619

Cleo was one of the 340

dogs rescued by the ISPCA
from a Carlow puppy farm in
April, 2015. She has since
recovered, and has found a
wonderful new home with
the Fallon family! We are so
delighted for Cleo and the
Fallons, and wish them all the
best in their new life
together.
registered charity number CHY5619

Colm saw our gorgeous boy
for the fantastic companion
that he truly is. Thank you for
giving Claus the opportunity
of a home that he deserves.
Good luck to Claus and Colm
in their life together!

We were delighted to
receive
pictures
of
Wicklow the Connemara
pony who was adopted
recently from the National
Animal Centre after being
with us for over a year.
He is a fantastic pony and it's
great to see him so well
settled in a new home where
he can live his life happily
and with the best care
possible - in stark contrast to
his life before rescue by the
ISPCA.

www.ispca.ie
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Lucky was in excruciating pain
before being rescued

The ISPCA came to the aid of
another discarded equine, a
two year old Chestnut colt
now named Lucky. Lucky was
rescued from a remote part of
Sligo with a head collar
embedded in his face. A kind
family contacted the ISPCA
National
Animal
Cruelty
Helpline on 1890 515 515 after
noticing him straying in the
area with a horrific injury.

ISPCA Inspector Karen Lyons
responded to the call and
Lucky was taken to the
charity’s National Animal
Centre in Longford where he
has been receiving veterinary
care for his wound.
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“It is not clear at this time
where Lucky came from”, said
Inspector Lyons, “a number of
ponies had been seen
roaming the area some weeks
back. Most of these animals
then disappeared but it
appears that Lucky was left
behind”.
Lucky has responded well to
treatment and, while his
wound was extensive, it is now
healing nicely.
“He has been a model patient
and is a favourite with our care
staff”, added Karen, “it is
obvious that he was well
handled at some stage in his
life”.

this position”, commented
ISPCA Chief Inspector Conor
Dowling, “but if anybody has
any information relating to this
pony we would be very
interested to hear from them”.
Lucky
has
now
been
successfully rehomed, and we
cannot wait to hear how well
he is settling in to his new
home.

First successful prosecution under
the Animal Health and Welfare Act

ISPCA Inspector Kevin McGinley
responded to a call following
reports that a dog had been
abandoned in a rented property
in Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.
With the assistance of the Gardaí
and Local Authority, he was able
to gain access to the house,
where he discovered a small
female terrier, named Megan,
living in the kitchen area, which
was heavily contaminated with
dog faeces and urine. A bucket
filled with water had been left
beside the dog, however she
was unable to drink from it as it
was too tall for her to reach. The
accused did not appear in court

The ISPCA are investigating the
matter but the fact that Lucky
was not identifiable is making
progress difficult.
“Unfortunately, Lucky was not
microchipped making it very
difficult for the ISPCA
to
establish how he came to be in
registered charity number CHY5619
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but pled guilty through her
solicitor.
Sentencing
was
adjourned until July 2015 and
costs of €405 have been
awarded.

Dr Andrew Kelly, CEO said: “This
is the first conviction under the
Animal Health and Welfare Act
which came into force in March
2014. All animal owners have a
responsibility to provide for their
animals’ needs. The ISPCA
hopes that this case will send
out a message that animal
neglect is not acceptable and we
will do all we can to end animal
abuse in Ireland”.

Buzzard
Recued
A Buzzard was rescued by a
member of the public in
Lanesborough recently after
being struck by a vehicle and
was brought to the National
Animal Centre where the ISPCA
rehabilitated the bird and safely
re-released it back in the wild.
In Ireland all wild birds
including
Buzzards
(or
Clamhán in Irish) are protected
under the Wildlife Act 1976 and
it is illegal to take them from
the wild, injure or kill them.
They feed on carrion and
rodents such as rats so they
pose no threat to farm animals
or
pets.
Buzzards
are
magnificent birds and are an
integral part of Ireland’s natural
fauna. Although they are found
mostly in the north and east of
Ireland, they have been
recolonizing other parts of the
country over the last few years.

www.ispca.ie
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ISPCA Grooming Room

Rosanna, Ted and Leo

ISPCA Ambassador Rosanna
Davison and her Pomeranian
pooches Ted and Leo visited the
ISPCA National Animal Centre to
officially open the new ISPCA
Pampered
Pooches
Dog
Grooming Room.
Rosanna and her husband
Wesley decided in lieu of
wedding gifts at their nuptials,
they wanted to make a
difference to help cruelly
treated, neglected and abused
dogs and donated a fantastic
€3,320 to the ISPCA to help
animals in their care.
Rosanna said: “As huge animal
lovers, Wes and I were delighted
to raise much-needed money
for the ISPCA through our
wedding fund. Rather than
buying us gifts, we requested
that our friends and family
donate any amount, big or small.
They all loved the idea as they
know how passionate we are
about dogs. We couldn’t be
happier that the €3,320 raised is
going straight into a brand new
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grooming facility to help keep the
Centre’s rescued dogs clean and
healthy.”
ISPCA Centre Manager Eva Ellis
added: “The ISPCA is delighted to
put the funds raised towards a
fully kitted out grooming room
helping many neglected dogs
admitted by ISPCA Inspectors
suffering from skin ailments and
grooming neglect. This dedicated
space will provide a suitable area
to treat the animals in our care
assisting in their rehabilitation
before
being
responsibly
rehomed.
We are extremely
grateful to Rosanna and Wesley
for their continued support”.
Rosanna’s own dogs Ted and
Leo enjoyed a wash and blow
dry to test out the new
grooming equipment and ISPCA
staff and volunteers were kept
busy grooming many pooches
from kennels enjoying some
extra TLC. Special thanks to the
IPDGA and Mullinahone Co-op
who also helped by donating
some grooming equipment.

Have you
considered
ISPCA
Wedding
Favors?
registered charity number CHY5619

IPAAG (Irish Pet Advertising
Advisory Group)

This year leading Irish animal
welfare
organisations,
representatives from the
veterinary profession and
websites advertising pets for
sale launched the ground
breaking and progressive
IPAAG Minimum Standards at
the Mansion House, Dublin.
This major initiative will
improve the welfare of the
thousands of pets advertised
online on a weekly basis.
The online sale of pets has
been identified as a significant
problem with rogue breeders
breaking the law and in many
cases compromising the
welfare of the animals being
offered for sale. In the
absence of a ban, which
would result in adverts
appearing on unregulated
websites likely based outside
Ireland, it would make dealing
registered charity number CHY5619

with animal welfare issues
extremely difficult and would
do nothing to prevent the
over production of puppies.
IPAAG introduced a set of
minimum
standards
for
websites to ensure that the
welfare of animals sold online
is protected and that any
illegal activity is identified and
investigated. In addition to
providing standards for the
online advertising of animals
for sale, IPAAG will also
provide an opportunity for the
buyer to be educated on what
criteria to use to identify a
responsible breeder. Online
websites that comply with
the standards will provide
links to www.ipaag.ie,which
will include information for
the safe purchase of healthy
dogs, cats, equines and
exotic animals.

www.ispca.ie
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Spay Aware

Broadcaster Claire Byrne joined
ISPCA CEO Dr. Andrew Kelly,
ISPCA
Inspector
Michael
Keane, fellow broadcaster and
TV vet Pete Wedderburn, for a
photocall to launch this year’s

SpayAware appeal, an occasion
they shared with puppies and
dogs from 340 animals recently
rescued by the ISPCA following
the closure of a puppy farm in
Myshall, Co. Carlow.

ISPCA Chief Executive Officer,
Dr Andrew Kelly says: "The
SpayAware
campaign
is
urging pet owners to act
responsibly and neuter or
spay their pets as early as
possible to prevent unwanted
litters of puppies and kittens.
This is the best way to reduce
the over production of dogs
and cats, which is a significant
problem in Ireland. Having
your pet neutered or spayed
can also bestow health
benefits to your dog or cat.
Don't wait until it’s too late get it done now. "
Visit www.spayaware.ie for
more information on the
project.

COME AND VISIT THE
ISPCA NATIONAL
ANIMAL CENTRE
School tours to the National Animal Centre are a fantastic way
to learn about the ISPCA and the valuable work that we do
rescuing, rehabilitating and rehoming animals throughout Ireland.

• Would you like to visit animals in our kennels, cattery,
stable and small mammal areas?
• You can meet our animal carers and learn about our rescue
and rehabilitation work
• And why not learn about animal welfare and responsible
pet care

Visits are free but if you
can support the ISPCA
by holding a fundraising
event to help raise vital
funds by getting friends,
family and classmates
involved. The ISPCA
fundraising team is here
to help you. For more
information and a list of
our A-Z fundraising
ideas check out the
schools section of our
website www.ispca.ie
or please email
fundraising@ispca.ie.

Book your visit to the National Animal Centre, Derryglogher,
Keenagh, Co. Longford on Wednesday’s, Thursday’s or Friday’s.
T: (043) 33 25035; M: 087 9141591; E: nac@ispca.ie; W: www.ispca.ie
Educate Together Schools - don’t forget we have a wonderful
education resource on our website!

ISPCA Fundraising

Mini-Marathon 2015

The 2015 Vhi Women’s Mini Marathon was a great day for the ISPCA, and we want to thank each and
every lady who ran for us on the day. Team ISPCA was stronger than ever, and we hope to see even
more women there next year! Go Team ISPCA!

Your Support Makes all the Difference Help Us Reclaim Tax on Your Donation

Did you know that by simply
completing a CHY3 tax relief
form available on ispca.ie or
from Revenue.ie you can
help the ISPCA reclaim
thousands of Euro from the
Revenue Commissioners at
no extra cost to you? An
enduring certificate (CHY3) is
valid for a period of 5 years,
unless you cancel it before
the end of that period. This
means we don’t have to send
you a tax form each year. You
should complete this form
only in respect of donations
for 2013 subsequent years.

For example an eligible
donation of €250 brings us
an extra €112 when the
Revenue has processed our
claim. Enabling us to reclaim
tax from your donation
means you can help even
more abused and abandoned
animals right now and those
who will come into the care
of the ISPCA in the future.

If you have any Tax Back
queries please email at
brid@ispca.ie or call Brid
on 043 33 25035

Feeling active this summer? Participate in an event for the
ISPCA! Visit www.ispca.ie/fundraising_events/
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We couldn’t
help them
without You!

Thank you for your support,
your willingness to help
abused and neglected animals
in difficult circumstances
makes all the difference for
dogs like Cleo and Claus,
horses like Skyler and cats like
Cindy. Thanks to your
generosity we have rehomed
so many animals so far this
year with a place to live, and
feel safe and loved. Your
support to the ISPCA has
enabled us to plan for the
future and manage our
services effectively.

www.ispca.ie
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Happy Homes Needed
If you are interested in
adopting a pet, please consider
the ISPCA. We have lots of
great animals just like Cindy
waiting for their new homes.
Visit our website for more
information on www.ispca.ie

Can you offer
Skyler a home?

Skyler was rescued by the
ISPCA last winter extremely
emaciated and suffering from
hypothermia. She made a good
recovery at the National
Animal Centre and was in
foster care all summer. If you
are interested in adopting
Skyler or any of our other
animals, please visit our
website www.ispca.ie

Can you offer
Cindy a home?

Cindy Clawford, our one-eyed
beauty, is looking for a loving
home of her own. She was
almost feral when she arrived at
the National Animal Centre, but
after being allowed to roam
outside when she wanted, she
U-turned and became one of
our most affectionate kitties.
She will make a fabulous pet for
a lucky family!

Leave the world a better place
Their lives are in our hands...
our future is in yours!

What would happen to the thousands of animals that need
the ISPCA’s help if we were not here? The ISPCA is entirely
dependent on our supporters, people like you, who care
about animals. We know that Wills and charitable legacy
giving may at first seem daunting, but it needn’t be. Having an
up-to-date Will is the only way you can ensure that the
people and causes you care about are provided for
according to your wishes. To find out more information about
leaving a gift in your Will to the ISPCA, please contact Brid
Sweeney
in confidence at 043 33 25035 or email:
brid@ispca.ie

ISPCA National Animal
Centre

Derryglogher, Keenagh,
Co. Longford
T: 043 33 25035
E: info@ispca.ie
Visiting hours are Wednesday
to Sunday inclusive from
11:30am to 4pm daily
(closed Christmas Day and
New Year’s Day)

ISPCA Equine Rescue
Centre

Dromsligo, Mallow,
Co. Cork
T: 022 43218
E: mallow@ispca.ie
Visits by appointment only

If you believe an animal is being cruelly treated,
neglected or abused, please call our confidential

animal cruelty helpline on 1890 515 515 or visit
www.ispca.ie to report cruelty online in confidence.
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