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Foreword:

Conor Dowling
ISPCA Chief Inspector

Agreement with the Department of Agriculture Food
and the Marine. Our Inspectors have the knowledge
and skills required to conduct an investigation, gather
evidence and interview suspects. They are also
supported by our dedicated and expert staff in our
animal centres who do amazing work in rehabilitating
animals that are the subjects of such investigations.

The ISPCA Inspectorate Report 2016 focuses
primarily on ISPCA initiated prosecutions
which were finalised in the courts in 2016 but
it is important to highlight that legal action
is only initiated in the most serious of cases.
The vast majority of complaints investigated
by our Inspectors are dealt with by means of
advice or instruction and this fact is clearly
emphasised in Inspector Alice Lacey’s
account of a day in the life of an Animal
Welfare Inspector.
While the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013
represented a huge step forward in animal welfare
legislation in Ireland, including placing a duty of care on
animal owners, there is still a gap between what we might
consider to be ideal animal care and what constitutes a
criminal offence. Our Inspectors spend the majority of
their working lives dealing with situations that fall into
this gap, endeavouring to work with animal owners to
ensure that animal welfare standards are improved.
However, when suspected criminal incidents of cruelty
to domestic animals are identified, ISPCA Inspectors
are uniquely placed to deal with them. We have trained
officers who are authorised by virtue of a Service
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When ISPCA Inspectors compile a file on a suspected
case of animal cruelty, they can report their findings
directly to the Department of Agriculture as a
prosecuting body. The benefits of this relationship
are apparent with more and more ISPCA initiated
prosecutions being successfully finalised in court. I
would like to thank the Department of Agriculture for
its support.
This report outlines the 15 animal cruelty cases with
which ISPCA Inspectors were involved that were
successfully concluded in Irish courts in 2016. No
prosecutions initiated by the ISPCA were lost. The
expertise and professionalism of our Inspectorate is
something in which the ISPCA takes great pride.
The ISPCA Inspectorate has developed and expanded
in recent years, largely due to co-funding from
Waterford SPCA and Limerick SPCA, and we want to
continue its evolution along with the growth of our
animal care facilities on which we rely so much. In
2016, ISPCA Inspectors responded to around 3,200
allegations of cruelty and took almost 1,000 animals
of various species into care. We want to be able to
help more animals in the future.
My colleagues in the ISPCA Inspectorate encounter
difficult situations and some horrific scenes of animal
suffering in the course of their daily work as they strive
to provide a voice for those animals that cannot speak
for themselves. I would like to take this opportunity to
thank these heroes for their dedication and resilience.
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Did you know that the ISPCA rely heavily on public support –
90% of our income comes from donations and gifts in wills

Visit www.ispca.ie
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A day in the life of an ISPCA Animal Welfare Inspector
My next call involved providing advice to an elderly owner
about their dog. Although the dog was physically in
good health and was well groomed, the dog’s claws were
overgrown and causing discomfort. I informed the owner
that the dog needed to attend a vet as soon as possible
as the claws needed to be clipped and that I would check
back later in the week. Providing advice is an extremely
important part of my job and something I do on a daily basis.
As Animal Welfare Inspectors we always strive to find the
best outcome for the animals we encounter, and often this
is simply educating owners to improve conditions rather
than removing pets from loving homes.

I’m Alice Lacey and I am an ISPCA Animal Welfare
Inspector covering County Waterford and South
Tipperary. Prior to joining the ISPCA, I worked
with the Waterford SPCA. My day begins by
organising the animal welfare calls reported to
the National Animal Cruelty Helpline by members
of the public regarding allegations of cruelty and
neglect. I organise investigations in order of
priority but we never know when an emergency
call might come in.
Today, I am on the way to Tipperary. My first call is to
investigate a report about a horse with no food or water.
On arrival I found that while the ground was quite mucky,
the horse herself looked in good body condition. As an
Authorised Officer, I entered the field and found there was
a trough at the bottom of the field with clean drinking water
available, and there was evidence of hay near the gate also.
The mare was microchipped, a legal requirement for all
horses, so I scanned the number and contacted our Helpline
to locate details of an owner and left a notice on the gate
requesting a call back.
A few miles away, I arrive at my next call about the possible
abandonment of two dogs at a property. Two Jack Russell
Terriers greeted me at the side entrance and the dogs
appeared in acceptable body condition and seemed friendly.
There was nobody at the property at that time, and in the
back garden I found a water bowl which was nearly empty
and another bowl with dog food. I left a notice requesting an
owner make contact as soon as possible. Within 24 hours,
if there is no reply to my notice, I have enough grounds to
seize the dogs as their welfare would be compromised due
to lack of water and food.
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After tending to an injured feral cat back in Waterford,
I received a call back from the Helpline with a contact
number for the owner for the mare I visited this morning.
Thankfully, I made contact with the owner, and he informed
me that “Nina”, a 14 year old thoroughbred mare was given
feed in the evening, and a fresh bale of hay had just been
put in for her. I will check back to ensure that this has been
done, something that I do with all cases where advice or
instructions to improve conditions were offered to owners.
I am thankful to each member of the public who picked up
the phone to tell us their concerns. The public are vital for us
to do our jobs effectively. Being an Animal Welfare Inspector
for me is extremely rewarding. Each day is different from
the next, and I try to prepare myself as best as I can. I see
animals rescued from horrendous situations, but I also get
to see their lives transformed by proper care and love. The
ISPCA work hard to prevent cruelty, educate pet owners of
their legal responsibilities, and promote animal welfare on a
daily basis. When we put on our ISPCA uniform each day,
we carry out our responsibility to do our jobs efficiently and
professionally, while always keeping animal welfare to the
fore.

Protection
from, and
treatment of,
illness and
injury
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1

Somewhere
suitable to live

Welfare Needs

Any need to
be housed with,
or apart from,
other animals
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2
A proper diet,
including
fresh water

3

The ability
to express
normal behaviour
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This report contains details of all cases
finalised in the courts in 2016.
The ISPCA has eight Animal Welfare Inspectors covering 17 counties in Ireland
(one Chief Inspector, two Senior Inspectors and five Inspectors)

Derry

Antrim

Tyrone

Fermanagh

Armagh

Down

Louth

Carlow

To report cruelty, abuse or neglect of an animal, please contact the
ISPCA National Cruelty Helpline in confidence on 1890 515 515,
email helpline@ispca.ie or visit www.ispca.ie to report online.

WARNING:
Graphic images and stories in this report may be upsetting. Unfortunately this is
the reality of what ISPCA Inspectors encounter on a regular basis.

Visit www.ispca.ie
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Date:

Tuesday 1st March 2016.

Court:

Letterkenny District Court.

Defendant: Male, 60’s.
Summary: The ISPCA visited a property in Co. Donegal on 17th and 18th December 2014 where
an extremely lame male Collie dog was discovered. The dog was seized and taken for
immediate veterinary assessment. In addition to being underweight, radiographs revealed
that the dog had a fracture to its left hind leg, a dislocated right hip and displacement on
the left side of the pelvis. The dog was euthanised on humane grounds following veterinary
advice. The accused stated that the dog had been run over by a van and trailer and while
it had been seen by a vet immediately after the event, it was never brought back to the vet
and no treatment had been provided.
Legislation: Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.
Conviction: Causing unnecessary suffering to a dog.
Sentence: Fined €200 and ordered to pay €152 in costs to the ISPCA.
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Date:

Wednesday 3rd March 2016.

Court:

Carlow District Court.

Defendant: Male, 20’s.
Summary: The ISPCA visited a property in December 2014 in Co. Wicklow following a complaint from a
member of the public regarding a horse. An aged bay thoroughbred gelding was discovered
living on lands littered with hazardous materials. The horse was in very poor body condition
and was suffering with long, cracked hooves, a swelling on its face, and discharge from its
nose. The horse was seized and veterinary examinations revealed a chronic infection likely
as a result of a mass growing in the sinus. The horse was euthanised on humane grounds to
avoid further suffering.
Legislation: Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.
Conviction: Failing to safeguard the health and welfare of a horse.
Sentence: Fined €500, ordered to make a contribution of €500 to the ISPCA and to pay €600 in state
costs.

Visit www.ispca.ie
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Date:

Tuesday 22nd March 2016.

Court:

Mallow District Court.

Defendant: Male, 50’s.
Summary: In February 2015 the ISPCA discovered a number of malnourished dogs living in unsuitable
conditions at a property in Mallow, Co. Cork. Four husky puppies were confined to a filthy
pen with no access to food or water or to clean, dry bedding. A female husky was chained
in a disused building and living in a dark, dirty area with no access to food or water. The
five dogs were seized and transported for veterinary assessment. The four puppies were
found to be extremely lethargic, with one in critical condition for several days. The female
husky was severely dehydrated and discovered to be in the late stages of pregnancy and
produced six puppies within five days of her rescue. All of the dogs were surrendered to the
care of the ISPCA and were responsibly rehomed.
Legislation: Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.
Conviction: Causing unnecessary suffering to dogs.
Sentence: Fined €500 and ordered to pay €750 in costs.
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Date:

Friday 22nd April 2016.

Court:

Navan District Court.

Defendant: Female, 20’s.
Summary: The ISPCA visited a property in Co. Meath on 4th and 5th of November 2014 following a
complaint about two Rottweiler dogs. Two male Rottweilers were discovered living in filthy
conditions and with inadequate shelter with no access to food or water, and both were
emaciated. The two dogs were surrendered to the care of the ISPCA and were subsequently
responsibly rehomed. The accused pled guilty in court to failing to safeguard the welfare of
the dogs and was fined and disqualified from keeping dogs for two years.
Legislation: Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.
Conviction: Failure to safeguard the welfare of two Rottweiler dogs.
Sentence: Fined €500 and disqualified from keeping dogs for two years.

Visit www.ispca.ie
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Date:

Friday 20th May 2016.

Court:

Navan District Court.

Defendant: Male, 50’s.
Summary: The ISPCA was contacted by a veterinary practitioner following an examination of a six
year old female golden Labrador. The dog was emaciated and barely able to walk due to
abscesses on her fore-leg, and was suffering with a severe chronic skin condition over
the entire lower half of her body resulting in complete hair loss, thickening of the skin and
infection. The dog was surrendered to the care of the ISPCA and was humanely euthanised
on veterinary advice to prevent further suffering.
Legislation: Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.
Conviction: Causing unnecessary suffering to a dog.
Sentence: Three month suspended sentence (bound to keep the peace on his own bond of €250),
handed €1,000 in cash into court for a local charity and legal costs awarded to the
prosecution.
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Date:

Tuesday 12th July 2016.

Court:

Waterford Circuit Court.

Defendant: Male, 40’s.
Summary: On 5th March 2015 a visit was made to a property in Kilmacthomas, Co. Waterford where
three greyhounds were discovered in poor condition. The three greyhounds were initially
seized and transported to a vet for assessment. One dog was emaciated and suffering with
open wounds on her front and hind legs and thigh areas caused by untreated pressure
sores and was euthanised on welfare grounds following veterinary advice. The other two
dogs were also underweight and suffering with pressure sores, high temperatures and one
required treatment for fleas. The dogs were surrendered to the care of the Waterford SPCA
by the accused, who later pled guilty in court.
Legislation: Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.
Conviction: Causing unnecessary suffering to dogs.
Sentence: Adjourned (awaiting probation report) until October 2017.

Visit www.ispca.ie
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Date:

Monday 18th July 2016.

Court:

Waterford District Court.

Defendant: Male, 60’s.
Summary: On 23rd October 2015 a visit was made to a home in Co. Waterford following a complaint
received about a dog kept in a shed. An eight year old female West Highland Terrier dog was
discovered with a horrific untreated skin condition. Following a veterinary examination it was
determined that the chronic inflammation to her skin and ears could have developed over
a four year period. She was also suffering with a flea infestation, matted coat and blocked
ear canals. Unfortunately the dog was also diagnosed with cancer while in the care of the
Waterford SPCA and was humanely euthanised based on veterinary advice.
Legislation: Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.
Conviction: Failing to safeguard the welfare of an animal and causing unnecessary suffering.
Sentence: Fined €1,000 and ordered to pay €765.37 in costs and veterinary care.
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Date:

Tuesday 26th July 2016.

Court:

Thurles District Court.

Defendant: Male, 30’s.
Summary: In August 2015 Waterford SPCA were contacted regarding an emaciated dog at a property
in Cappawhite, Co. Tipperary. A female Belgian Malinois was discovered in a shed in poor
condition with no access to food or water. The dog was seized and transported to a vet for
assessment and it was discovered that not only was she emaciated and dehydrated, she
also had a high temperature. The dog was later surrendered by the accused, who pled guilty
in court. The dog has since been rehabilitated and successfully rehomed.
Legislation: Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.
Conviction: Causing unnecessary suffering to a dog.
Sentence: Fined €500.

Visit www.ispca.ie
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Date:

Tuesday 13th September 2016.

Court:

Bray District Court.

Defendant: Male, 40’s.
Summary: The ISPCA visited a property in Ashford, Co Wicklow following information received from a
website that had flagged an advertisement of puppies for sale with suspected docked tails.
A number of six week old Jack Russell Terrier puppies with docked tails were discovered at
the property. The accused was obstructive and ISPCA Inspectors were forced to leave the
property and return shortly after with Garda assistance. However, upon return the puppies
were no longer at the property and the accused refused to disclose their location. Under
caution, the accused admitted that a veterinary surgeon had not been involved in the taildocking procedure.
Legislation: Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.
Conviction: Causing the tails of puppies to be unlawfully removed, obstructing an Authorised Officer and
failing to assist an Authorised Officer.
Sentence: Ordered to pay €625 donation to the ISPCA and €625 in state costs.
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Date:

Monday 26th September 2016.

Court:

Letterkenny District Court.

Defendant: Female, 50’s.
Summary: In April 2015 the ISPCA visited a property in Co. Donegal following concerns reported to
the National Animal Cruelty Helpline about a number of dogs. Following an investigation,
six Labrador dogs and six puppies were discovered living in unsuitable conditions with no
access to food or water. They were living in a shed covered in urine and faeces and were
also suffering from internal parasites. The dogs and puppies were signed over to the ISPCA
and following veterinary treatment and rehabilitation, they were all responsibly rehomed.
Legislation: Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.
Conviction: Neglecting or being reckless regarding the health or welfare of dogs.
Sentence: Ordered to pay €2,002 in veterinary costs.

Visit www.ispca.ie
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Date:

Monday 3rd October 2016.

Court:

Mallow District Court.

Defendant: Male, 70’s and Male, 30’s.
Summary: In 2015 an ISPCA Inspector visited a property in Charleville Co. Cork where three Jack
Russell Terriers and a nursing bitch were discovered living in poor condition with no access
to food or water. All of the dogs were removed from the property and transported for
veterinary assessment. All dogs were rehabilitated and responsibly rehomed.
Legislation: Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.
Conviction: Male 30’s, impediment/obstruction of an authorised officer. 					
Male 70’s, providing false information and providing contaminated water to three Jack
Russell dogs.
Sentence: Fined €200 for the animal welfare offences, fined €200 for providing a false statement and
fined €300 for impediment/obstruction.
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Date:

Monday 3rd October 2016.

Court:

Mallow District Court.

Defendant: Female, 60’s.
Summary: In 2015 an ISPCA Inspector visited a property in Charleville Co. Cork where two dogs were
discovered living in poor condition with contaminated bowls and no access to food or
water. A German Shepherd dog was kept in a filthy outdoor pen with no access to food or
water, and was very underweight. A female dog was also discovered living in a second area
covered in faeces with no access to food or water, and suffering with growths and severely
overgrown nails.
Both dogs were removed from the property and transported for veterinary assessment. The
Labrador was in extremely poor health and was euthanised on welfare grounds following
veterinary advice. The other dog was rehabilitated and has been responsibly rehomed.
Legislation: Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.
Conviction: Failing to provide food and clean drinking water.
Sentence: Fined €300 for offences relating to contaminated bowls and lack of water to the German
Shepherd dog.

Visit www.ispca.ie
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Date:

Tuesday 4th October 2016.

Court:

Letterkenny District Court.

Defendant: Male, 60’s.
Summary: In February and March 2014, an ISPCA Inspector visited a property in Donegal and
discovered a number of serious animal welfare issues. Among the animals found were a
donkey too weak to stand, two emaciated calves, and an emaciated pony which could not
bear weight on one of her fore-legs. These animals had to be euthanised onsite on welfare
grounds following veterinary advice, and a further seven ponies were surrendered to the
care of the ISPCA. The defendant had 25 previous convictions for animal related offences,
and was ordered to dispose of all the animals on the property.
Legislation: European Communities (Welfare of Farmed Animals) Regulations 2010.
Conviction: Causing unnecessary suffering.
Sentence: Three month suspended sentence and ordered to pay €250 in ISPCA costs.
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Date:

Thursday 10th November 2016.

Court:

Bray District Court.

Defendant: Male, 20’s.
Summary: In May 2016 an ISPCA Inspector visited a property in Bray, Co. Wicklow in response to a
complaint received about an American Pit Bull Terrier with cropped ears. The defendant
described purchasing the dog at a dog show in Dublin and that the seller had offered the
option to have the puppy’s ears cropped. The defendant opted to have the ears cropped,
an offense under the Animal Health and Welfare Act. The cropping of dogs’ ears is a painful
procedure for cosmetic purposes only.
Legislation: Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.
Conviction: Causing or permitting somebody to crop the ears of a puppy.
Sentence: Ordered to pay €500 donation to the ISPCA and €1230 in state costs.

Visit www.ispca.ie

19

Education
The ISPCA believe that education is key to better animal welfare in Ireland and welcomes school
visits to the ISPCA National Animal Centre in Longford so students of all ages can learn more about
animal welfare and responsible pet ownership. The ISPCA aim to equip students of all ages with the
information they need on how to look after their pets responsibly.
ISPCA Inspectors engage with pet owners providing advice on a daily basis to help improve animal
welfare conditions and to find the best outcome for the animals involved. Inspectors visit schools and
talk to students about their rescue work and also highlight the legal responsibilities of owning a pet.

The ISPCA is campaigning to have animal welfare included
in the school curriculum in all National Schools in Ireland
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Advocacy
ISPCA and NPWS working together on animal welfare issues
In 2016 the ISPCA signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the National Parks and
Wildlife Service (NPWS), Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, to work
together on issues where wildlife offences and animal welfare offences overlap.
This MoU will allow the two organisations to tackle the growing problems of illegal hare coursing, badger
baiting and any other wildlife crime where animal welfare offences may also have been committed.
While NPWS officers enforce wildlife legislation (e.g. Wildlife Act 1976), ISPCA Inspectors are Authorised
Officers under the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013. This gives ISPCA Inspectors statutory powers
to enter land to inspect animals and seize animals and other evidence if an offence has been committed.
The ISPCA regularly receives calls for help with wildlife. In many cases, the mother is often nearby,
and may even be watching from a distance. In cases where wildlife is injured or in immediate danger,
they are admitted to the ISPCA National Animal Centre for rehabilitation. Once strong enough, they are
released back to their natural habitat by the ISPCA or a local wildlife rescue or rehabilitator.
Wildlife rehabilitation at the ISPCA National Animal Centre

Visit www.ispca.ie
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Happy Tails
Ray was rescued from a property in Co. Meath in November 2014 and looking at him now he
clearly found his perfect home. Here is an update from his new family.

I have had Ray
almost two years now
and he settled in very
well with my other
dogs. He has changed
my mind completely
about rehoming a
neglected or abused
dog. He is without a
doubt the smartest
dog I have ever had.
Ray has done things
around my house
that have left me
gobsmacked. I am so
delighted to have met
Ray, and thank you to
the ISPCA.
– John from Westmeath

For more happy tails, please visit www.ispca.ie/happy_tails
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A final note:

Dr. Andrew Kelly
ISPCA Chief Executive Officer

It is now three years since the Animal Health and
Welfare Act came into force. Whilst this was a
significant step forward for animal welfare in Ireland,
the success of any legislation depends on how well it
is enforced. Since receiving authorisation under the
Act in May 2014, our Inspectors have investigated
over 11,000 allegations of cruelty, neglect or animal
abuse and have initiated over 90 prosecutions
with a total of 25 finalised so far, all with positive
outcomes. In 2016 almost 1000 animals were
seized by our Inspectors or surrendered by their
owners. It is clear that our Inspectors are having a
significant impact.
Over the coming years, we hope to be able to recruit more Inspectors in order to have an even bigger impact on
animal cruelty in Ireland and we hope the public will support us in achieving this goal. Of course an increase in the
number of Inspectors also means an increase in the number of animals we have to deal with and our two animal
centres, the National Animal Centre in Longford and the Equine Rescue Centre in Cork have never been busier and
we desperately need more resources to improve and expand our centres. More than 90% of our income is through
public donations and legacies. Only with the continued support of our donors can we continue our vital work to
protect animals in Ireland.
I know that many of our supporters are disappointed that the penalties imposed on those convicted of animal
cruelty offences are not strong enough. Whilst we would also like to see stronger penalties, the penalties imposed
are a matter for the courts. It is our job to investigate and where offences are identified, remove animals and to
prepare a file for the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine for consideration of prosecution. Of the 14
cases (15 persons convicted) highlighted in this report, only one resulted in a disqualification from keeping animals
as is provided for under the AHWA. We believe that all persons convicted of animal cruelty offences should be
banned from keeping animals.
I would like to thank our affiliated member organisations Limerick SPCA and Waterford SPCA for co-funding
Inspectors in Limerick and Waterford / South Tipperary, respectively. Without their support we could not have
increased our coverage within Ireland. Two of the cases highlighted in the report were initiated by Inspector Lacey
who was employed by Waterford SPCA before joining the ISPCA in 2015.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank our Inspectors for their professionalism, integrity, dedication,
compassion and resilience which has allowed them to deal robustly with animal welfare offences across Ireland,
often in difficult circumstances. Without them thousands of animals would continue to suffer in silence. The ISPCA
believes that the right balance of enforcement, education will result in long term changes in attitudes towards
animals in Ireland. We would like to see animal welfare taught as part of the National School curriculum so that one
day we can end cruelty to animals in Ireland.
More than 90% of our income is through public donations and gifts in wills. Thanks to the continued support of our
donors who help us deliver vital work to protect animals in Ireland.

For further information about our work or to report cruelty, neglect or abuse to an animal,

please call 1890 515 515 or email helpline@ispca.ie

or visit www.ispca.ie
to report online in the strictest of confidence.

