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FOREWORD

Conor Dowling
Chief Inspector
2017 was a record year for the ISPCA
in terms of prosecutions, with 21 cases
with which our Inspectors were directly
involved being successfully resolved.
Of these 21 cases, 17 resulted from the
ISPCA presenting case files directly to the
Department of Agriculture Food and the
Marine (DAFM). This clearly demonstrates
the success of the service agreement
into which the ISPCA entered with the
Minister for Agriculture in 2014. This
service agreement grants our Inspectors
authorised officer status and allows them
to effectively and efficiently deal with
serious cases of cruelty. I would like to
thank our colleagues in DAFM for their
assistance and support.
The remaining four cases outlined in
this report were taken by members of
An Garda Siochana who were aided by
ISPCA Inspectors. Those Gardai deserve
a lot of credit for their efforts, often going
to great lengths to ensure that those
responsible for extreme animal cruelty
were held accountable.

ISPCA also feels that they do not always
accurately reflect the level of animal
suffering caused. That said, two ISPCAinitiated cases finalised towards the end
of 2017 did result in custodial sentences
being imposed which might be indicative
of a harder stance being taken by the
courts.
As always, these prosecutions only
represent the most serious of cases.
The vast majority of the almost 3,300
complaints investigated by our Inspectors
are dealt with by means of advice or
instruction.
Due to increasing call volumes, the
ISPCA recruited another Inspector part
time in 2017 bringing the total number
of Inspectors on the team to nine. Of

course we want to be able to expand
fur ther and cover more areas when
funding is available. We will continue
to explore options of co-funding with
affiliated societies as we have done with
Waterford SPCA and Limerick SPCA with
great success.

I would like to take this opportunity to
express my great appreciation and
admiration for my colleagues in the ISPCA
Inspectorate who deal with distressing
cases of animal cruelty and challenging
situations in the course of their daily
work. The ISPCA takes great pride in the
professionalism and strength that they
display in providing a voice for neglected
and abused animals.

While prosecution is a last resort, the
ISPCA does believe that people who have
unlawfully caused animals to suffer or
have failed to adequately care for their
animals contrary to the Animal Health and
Welfare Act should be held accountable
in accordance with the law. The fact that
the ISPCA has seen a drop in the number
of cases initiated in 2017 compared with
2016 might suggest that the high number
of cases successfully finalised in recent
times is having the desired deterrent
effect.
The ISPCA also believes that the penalties
handed down by the courts should be
consistent. As is clear from this report
that is not currently the case. The
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A DAY IN THE LIFE

A day in the life of an
ISPCA Animal Welfare
Inspector
My name is Emma Carroll and I am an
ISPCA animal welfare Inspector covering
Co Limerick. Before joining the ISPCA, I
worked within the equine industry all over
the world, always being directly involved
in animal welfare. Joining the ISPCA
Inspectorate team in 2017 was a dream
come true for me.
Each working day, my focus and role
always remains the same: to prevent
cruelty to animals, to promote animal
welfare and to relieve animal suffering.
I start every morning by prioritising all
the animal welfare calls reported to the
National Animal Cruelty Helpline by
members of the public regarding allegations
of cruelty and neglect in Limerick. However
not a day goes by when an emergency
call does not come in, and has to be dealt
with immediately.
This morning I am on my way to Limerick
City. My first call is to investigate a report
about an injured cat at a local secondary
school. When I arrive on site, I am greeted
by the Vice-Principal and two students.
My eyes are immediately drawn to a
large ginger cat huddled in a bush on a
nearby flowerbed. I have been informed
he has been in the same position since
school closing time yesterday. He looks
hurt, and is hissing at me in distress.
I take the equipment out of my van:
cat cage, protective gloves and a large
blanket. I catch the cat and examine him.
He has an obvious laceration to his hind
leg. I immediately take him to a nearby
veterinary clinic for treatment, where
thankfully I find out he is microchipped
and I contact the worried owner.
Next I am on my way to another part of
the city to investigate a report about a
number of horses with no food or water.
On arrival it is evident that the ground is

in bad condition, however all the horses,
seven in total, look in okay body condition.
As an authorised officer I enter the
field. I am unable to find microchips on
any of the animals; this is not unusual,
even though it is a legal requirement to
microchip horses enabling identification
of an owner. There is clean drinking water
at the rear of the field, however although
there are remains of hay there is currently
no forage present. I leave a notice on the
gate requesting a call back from the
owner immediately.
I am now moving on to a house where
the owner has her two Golden Retrievers
tied on chains. There is nothing I can do
to prevent this, except educate the owner,
and provide advice as to an alternative.
They also have matted coats although
in good body condition and they have
access to shelter and water. I instruct the
owner the dogs coats need to be tended
to and that I would be back later in the
week to see the improvements.
Af t e r t e n d i n g t o a n
i n j u re d h e ro n c h i c k
that has fallen from
its nest, I receive a call
back from our Helpline
with a contact number
for the owner of two
D o n ke y s t h at we re
reported abandoned and
I had visited yesterday.
Although they were in
good body condition
they were due to be
seen by a farrier. After
making contact with
the owner, he informs
me he will get the farrier
out within the week. I will
check back to ensure
this has been done. It

Protection
from, and
treatment of,
illness and
injury
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is paramount to my work to follow up on
all cases where instructions to improve
conditions were given to owners.
Society plays a very important role for us
to do our job effectively, as an Inspector
I am extremely grateful to all members
of the public who take time to relay
their concerns regarding animal cruelty
and neglect. This enables me to make a
difference to the lives of many animals, to
rescue them from horrendous situations,
and to see their lives transformed by
amazing people.
As an ISPCA Inspector I work hard to
prevent cruelty, educate people, and
promote animal welfare. I do wish as
an Inspector I could be in more places
than one due to the volume of calls and
requests from the public to inform them of
outcomes. It does place a lot of pressure on
me as an Inspector. However I endeavour
each day to do my job efficiently and
professionally and represent the ISPCA to
the best of my ability.

1

Somewhere
suitable to live

Welfare Needs

Any need to
be housed with,
or apart from,
other animals
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2
A proper diet,
including
fresh water

3

The ability
to express
normal behaviour
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ISPCA FACTS & FIGURES

2017
Inspectorate
Statistics

1,250

animals seized
or surrendered
to ISPCA

758

16,211

calls made to the

ISPCA Helpline

356

3,273

investigations
carried out by
ISPCA Inspectors

55

19

21

prosecutions finalised
Initiated
in 2017

81

Since the introduction of the Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013 the ISPCA has handled
69,211

4,045

calls made to the

animals seized or
surrendered by Inspectors

Helpline

14,338

investigations carried out
by ISPCA Inspectors

111

46

prosecutions finalised
Initiated

Did you know that the ISPCA relies heavily on public support –
88% of our income comes from donations and gifts in wills
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COURT CASES

This report contains details of all
cases finalised in the courts in 2017
The ISPCA has nine Animal Welfare Inspectors covering 17 counties (one Chief Inspector, two Senior
Inspectors and six Inspectors).

Derry

Antrim

Tyrone

Fermanagh

Armagh

Down

Louth

Carlow

To report cruelty, abuse or neglect of an animal, please contact the
ISPCA National Cruelty Helpline in confidence on 1890 515 515,
email helpline@ispca.ie, or visit www.ispca.ie to report online.

WARNING:
Graphic images and stories in this report may be upsetting. Unfortunately this is
the reality of what ISPCA Inspectors encounter on a regular basis.

Visit www.ispca.ie
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CASE 1: NEGLECTED DOG

CASE SUMMARY
Date:
3rd January 2017
Court:
Newcastle West
District Court
Defendant:
Female, 30’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and
Welfare Act 2013
Plea:
Not guilty
Conviction:
Neglecting or being reckless
regarding the health or
welfare of a dog

Shocking case of neglect as dog’s mouth is
taped shut because owner “had no muzzle”
An ISPCA Inspector gave evidence to the
court of how he viewed a dog in the back
garden of the dwelling house with his
mouth taped tightly shut with packaging
tape.
“The dog was whimpering and scratching
at the tape with its paws in an attempt to
dislodge the binding. The dog was in a very
distressed state”.
Inspector Walsh interviewed the owner
under caution at which time she admitted
that she had taped the dog’s mouth shut
because she had no proper muzzle and it
was attacking another dog.

She claimed that it was a temporary
measure to allow her to go to town to buy
a muzzle. She disagreed with prosecuting
counsel that she could have removed
the dog from the back garden to some
place in the house, to give her time to
buy a proper muzzle, rather than taping
the dog’s mouth and causing the animal
considerable distress and discomfort.
Although the case was contested, Judge
Mary Larkin was satisfied with the
evidence presented before her.

Sentence:
Fined €250 in respect of two
summonses and costs of
€250 to the ISPCA

The dog was
whimpering and
scratching at the tape
with its paws in an
attempt to dislodge the
binding. The dog was in
a very distressed state.

6

The Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals

CASE 2: LIFETIME BAN

Man gets lifetime ban from keeping any animals
The case relates to an incident involving
two large dogs and a sow pig to which the
ISPCA were alerted.
A multi-agency investigation took place
involving ISPCA Inspectors, An Garda
Siochana, Department of Agriculture, Food
and the Marine officials, and the Kildare
Dog Warden Service.
The court heard that the accused
admitted ownership of the two dogs
and the sow and confirmed that the
animals were allowed to roam freely
which resulted in the sow being savagely
attacked by the dogs. The injuries
sustained were so severe that the sow
had to be euthanised onsite to prevent
further suffering based on veterinary
advice.
Judge Desmond Zaidan acknowledged
a guilty plea stating: “The circumstances

of this case are very disturbing, causing
suffering to an animal to be eaten alive by
dogs. There was no safe pen provided for
the sow and the welfare of this animal was
not safeguarded by not providing secure
accommodation”.
Although noting the man’s health issues,
Judge Zaidan stated that if the accused
could not care for himself, then he could
not care for his animals.

CASE SUMMARY
Date:
Tuesday 17th January 2017
Court:
Naas District Court
Defendant:
Male 60’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013

ISPCA Inspector Mary
Claire Casement said:

Plea:
Guilty

“Anyone that owns an animal has a legal

Conviction:
Neglecting or being reckless
regarding the health or
welfare of a sow

responsibility to provide for its welfare
and the ISPCA hopes that this case will
send out a clear message that animal
neglect is not be tolerated. We would
like to thank all the agencies involved in
bringing this matter to court .

“

Sentence:
Fined €2,500 and banned for
life from keeping all animals

The circumstances
of this case are
very disturbing,
causing suffering
to an animal to be
eaten alive by dogs.
There was no safe
pen provided for the
sow and the welfare
of this animal was
not safeguarded by
not providing secure
accommodation.

Visit www.ispca.ie
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CASE 3: FIVE YEAR BAN

CASE SUMMARY
Date:
Thursday 19th January 2017
Court:
Letterkenny District Court
Defendant:
Female 20’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013
Plea:
Guilty

Woman disqualified from keeping animals for
five years
The case resulted from a visit made by
Senior Inspector Kevin McGinley to the
defendant’s home when he discovered a
one year old female siberian husky dog
chained at the back of the property.

Misty was subsequently transferred
to the ISPCA National Animal Centre in
Longford where she received veterinary
treatment and was cared for until she
completed her rehabilitation.

The dog, named Misty, was signed over to
the ISPCA and was immediately brought to
the Donegal Animal Hospital for treatment.
On admission the dog was found to weigh
just 9.5kgs while the recommended weight
for females of this breed is 17kgs – 25kgs.

Misty made a full recovery and has since
been responsibly rehomed to a loving
family.

Conviction:
Failing to provide appropriate
food

ISPCA Senior Inspector Kevin McGinley
said: “Pet owners need to be aware that
they have a legal responsibility to provide
for the welfare needs of the animals in
their care. I am delighted Misty got the
fantastic new home she really deserves.”

Sentence:
Disqualified from keeping
animals for a period of five
years, paid €369 in ISPCA
expenses and fined €10

Pet owners need to be
aware that they have
a legal responsibility to
provide for the welfare
needs of the animals
in their care. I am
delighted Misty got the
fantastic new home
she really deserves.
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Second chances….
Misty now happy in
her new home.
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CASE 4: DOG LEFT TO SUFFER

Collie dog left to suffer with inoperable tumour
The case related to a visit made by ISPCA
Chief Inspector Conor Dowling to the
defendant’s property where a collie dog
was discovered at the property in very
poor physical condition with a massively
swollen scrotum.
Further inquiries revealed that the dog’s
scrotum had been swollen for four to five
months and that, in that time, he had been
losing body condition.
Chief Inspector Dowling seized the dog
and transported him for immediate
veterinary attention.

CASE SUMMARY

was inoperable and based on veterinary
advice, he had to be euthanised to
prevent further suffering.

Date:
Thursday 2nd February 2017

Representation for the defendant stated
in court that: “the accused had the dog
for almost ten years when it developed
the tumour and that he had been in
denial, hoping it would heal naturally”.

Defendant:
Male 50’s

Chief Inspector Dowling said, “This
case highlights the responsibility that
pet owners must provide appropriate
treatment for the animals in their care at
all times.”

The dog was found to have a testicular
tumour and his bladder had prolapsed
into the scrotum. Sadly his condition

Court:
Carlow District Court

Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013
Plea:
Guilty
Conviction:
Failure to keep an animal in a
manner that safeguarded its
welfare
Sentence:
Fined €250 and ordered to
pay €2,250 in costs

This case highlights
the responsibility
that pet owners must
provide appropriate
treatment for the
animals in their care at
all times.

Visit www.ispca.ie
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CASE 5: DEFENCELESS FOAL

CASE SUMMARY
Date:
17th February 2017
Court:
Navan District Court
Defendant:
Male 40’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013
Plea:
Guilty
Conviction:
Two counts of cruelty to an
equine

Defenceless foal left in a seriously emaciated
and lethargic state
The case related to a skewbald colt foal
in a field in Trim Co. Meath removed by
ISPCA Inspector Elaine Reynolds. The foal
was emaciated and in a lethargic state and
was transported to the National Animal
Centre for veterinary attention.

and the necessary veterinary attention.
The foal was subjected to unnecessary
suffering”.
The foal called Rebel was rehabilitated
and responsibly rehomed to a loving
family where he is adored and cared for.

The owner was offered the option of a
contemporaneous interview which he
declined and he also refused to sign the
foal over into the care of the ISPCA.
ISPCA Elaine Reynolds said: “The owner
responsible for the foal had failed to
safeguard his welfare and had failed to
provide sufficient supplementary feeding

Sentence:
Ordered to pay €400 on
each count and is disqualified
from keeping or working with
horses for one year

The owner responsible
for the foal had failed
to safeguard his
welfare and had failed
to provide sufficient
supplementary feeding
and the necessary
veterinary attention.
The foal was subjected
to unnecessary
suffering.

After

After

After
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CASE 6: APPALLING CONDITIONS

Dogs kept in appalling living conditions
ISPCA Inspector Alice Lacey responded
to a call and discovered a number of
german shepherd dogs living in appalling
conditions. One pregnant female dog was
chained to a tractor without access to
shelter or water. Five german shepherd
cross puppies were found in a filthy pen
without access to shelter or water and
another female german shepherd dog
chained inside a pen.
Upon closer inspection the chain was
extremely heavy, weighing over eight
kilograms, and was wrapped several times
around a heavy plank of wood, making it
impossible for the dog to move. The chain
was also embedded in the dog’s neck and
required bolt cutters to remove it.
Inspector Alice Lacey said: “The living
conditions where these dogs were kept
was absolutely horrendous. I will never
forget it. The chain embedded in the neck
of the female dog must have been there

CASE SUMMARY

for a long time to inflict such damage.
The other dog chained to the tractor was
heavily pregnant and produced a litter
of puppies within a few days of being
removed. I was so glad I got there on
time”.
All twelve dogs and puppies were seized
and, with the assistance of the Waterford
SPCA, transported for immediate veterinary
attention.
The ISPCA would like to thank our
affiliated member Waterford SPCA
for co-funding an Inspector to cover
Waterford and South Tipperary. Without
this support, we could not have been
about to increase our coverage in Ireland
helping even more animals subjected to
cruelty, neglect and abuse.

Date:
Wednesday 22nd March 2017
Court:
Tipperary District Court
Defendant:
Male 40’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013
Plea:
Guilty
Conviction:
Causing unnecessary
suffering to dogs
Sentence:
Fined €1,750 and ordered to
pay €1,600 in costs

The living conditions
where these dogs were
kept was absolutely
horrendous. I will never
forget it.…

After

After

After

Visit www.ispca.ie
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CASE 7: CRUELTY

CASE SUMMARY
Date:
Thursday 23rd March 2017
Court:
Cashel District Court
Defendant:
Female 40’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013
Plea:
Guilty
Conviction:
Causing unnecessary
suffering to dogs

Woman convicted of cruelty to five dogs
Inspector Alice Lacey investigated
a complaint in Thurles, Co. Tipperary
in relation to a number of dogs kept
in extremely poor conditions. Upon
investigation Inspector Lacey discovered
five dogs: a pomeranian, three black
labrador crosses and a saluki, living in
a confined filthy pen without access to
water, food or adequate shelter.
The dogs were all underweight for their
breed and size and two of the younger
puppies had a heavy worm burden. All
five dogs were signed over to the care of
the ISPCA and immediately removed for
a veterinary examination.

Sentence:
Fined €2,500 and ordered to
pay €1,108 in vet costs and
€1,000 legal costs

The pomeranian, later
named Hector, had
an extremely badly
matted coat and was
completely covered
in faeces. The smell
was horrendous. His
condition was so bad
that I was initially
unable to distinguish
his breed and he had
to be completely
shaved under sedation.

Inspector Lacey commented: “The
pomeranian, later named Hector, had
an extremely badly matted coat and
was completely covered in faeces. The
smell was horrendous. His condition
was so bad that I was initially unable to
distinguish his breed and he had to be
completely shaved under sedation”
A veterinary examination revealed that
all of Hectors teeth were rotten, all but
two had to be removed and this little
dog required an extensive period of
rehabilitation.
All of the dogs have since been
responsibly rehomed following their
rescue and rehabilitation.

After

Here is what Hector’s new family have to say:
“Hector is the best thing to ever come into our house. My children are the better
for having him, especially my son (15). It has brought him out of himself and we
just adore Hector. Thanks to all of you for saving him”.
The Rigney family from Waterford.
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CASE 8: HORSE SUFFERING

Man admits causing unnecessary suffering to
a horse
A man admitted causing unnecessary
suffering to a horse on lands in Rathnew,
Co. Wicklow.
Chief Inspector Conor Dowling responded
to the complaint made to the National
Animal Cruelty Helpline about a horse
in poor condition and discovered an
emaciated six year old gelding also
suffering from rain scald and cracked
hooves. The horse was immediately
removed with the assistance of the Irish
Horse Welfare Trust (IHWT).
The defendant initially claimed that
the horse had been dumped but a
subsequent microchip scan revealed
that the animal was chipped and that
there was a connection to the lands
from where it was removed.

Judge David Kennedy remarked that
he looked “like a different horse” in
photographs taken just two months after
his rescue.
ISPCA Chief Inspector Conor Dowling
said: “People need to understand that
they have a legal and moral responsibility
to provide fully for the welfare of animals
in their care”.
Claire Owens from the IHWT said:
“This horse was in appalling condition
suffering from a severe worm and lice
infestation and obviously did not have
access to proper feeding. Despite his
very poor body condition, he made a full
recovery and this smashing horse is now
in a loving home.”
The ISPCA would like to thank the IHWT
on the joint rescue that resulted in a good
outcome for this horse.

CASE SUMMARY
Date:
Tuesday 11th April 2017
Court:
Bray District Court
Defendant:
Male 20’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013
Pleas:
Guilty
Conviction:
Causing unnecessary
suffering to a horse
Sentence:
Probation act applied.
Ordered to pay €1,000 in
costs and a €2,000 donation
to the ISPCA

Judge David Kennedy
remarked that he
looked like a different
horse in photographs
taken just two months
after his rescue.

After

Visit www.ispca.ie
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CASE 9: HORRIFIC SUFFERING

CASE SUMMARY
Date:
Tuesday 25th April 2017
Court:
Mallow District Court
Defendant:
Male 60’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013

Horrific suffering caused by a rope
A man from Rockchapel, Co. Cork pleaded
guilty on two summons of causing
unnecessary suffering to a mare from a
rope embedded in her nose.
Senior ISPCA Inspector Lisa O’Donovan
responded to the complaint and discovered
a grey mare with a rope deeply embedded
in her nose.

Senior Inspector O’Donovan resulted in
an owner being located. The mare, since
named Roxy, was surrendered into the
care of the ISPCA and received the care
and rehabilitation she badly needed.

Plea:
Guilty
Conviction:
Causing unnecessary
suffering to a mare
Sentence:
Fined €400 and ordered to
pay costs of €500
She immediately removed the mare
from the property and transported her
to the ISPCA Equine Rescue Centre in
Mallow, Co Cork for urgent veterinary
treatment. The veterinary evidence
suggested that the injury was several
weeks old and would have caused
unnecessary suffering to the mare
for some time. While the mare was not
microchipped, further investigations by

Roxy has since made a spectacular
recovery under the caring supervision
and treatment provided by the vets, staff
and volunteers at our Equine Rescue
Centre in Mallow.
Senior ISPCA Inspector Lisa O’Donovan
said: “The wound was raw and severely
infected with a large infestation of flies
causing huge distress to the mare”.

After

The wound was raw
and severely infected
with a large infestation
of flies causing huge
distress to the mare.
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CASE 10: THIRTEEN DOGS

Thirteen dogs rescued from horrendous living
conditions
A man from north-west Cork pleaded
guilty to cruelty to thirteen dogs and
for not disposing of carcases found on
his property. Nine greyhounds and four
german shephard dogs were removed by
Senior ISPCA Inspector Lisa O’Donovan.
Inspector O’Donovan discovered the
dogs locked in a shed and trailers and
standing in inches of faeces. There was
no water available or no access to a clean
dry space to lie down. Three dead dogs
were also found on the property.

All of the dogs were extremely petrified,
underweight and un-socialised. It was a
long difficult task removing them from
the property safely. All of the dogs were
brought into the care of the ISPCA and
were gently socialised and nursed back
to health.
Senior ISPCA Inspector Lisa O’Donovan
said: “This has to be one of the worst
case I’ve come across. The smell was
stomach turning and the conditions were
horrendous. The dogs were absolutely
petrified and really thin.

CASE SUMMARY
Date:
Wednesday 26th April 2017
Court:
Macroom District Court
Defendant:
Male 60’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013. Disposal of
Carcases (Prohibition)
Regulations 2015
Plea:
Guilty
Conviction:
Causing unnecessary
suffering to thirteen dogs and
failure to dispose of carcases
Sentence:
€2,000 fine

Duchess one of the dogs from this case getting ready to go to her new home

This has to be one of
the worst case I’ve
come across. The smell
was stomach turning
and the conditions
were horrendous. The
dogs were absolutely
petrified and really thin.

After

Visit www.ispca.ie
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CASE 11: DOG BAN

CASE SUMMARY
Date:
Monday 22nd May 2017
Court:
Waterford District Court
Defendant:
Female 70’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013
Plea:
Guilty
Conviction:
Failing to safeguard the
health and welfare of dogs
Sentence:
Fined €100, ordered to pay
€697 in veterinary costs
and ordered to “refrain from
purchasing or having in her
possession, or under her
control, any dog”

The smell was so overpowering and there
were flies and faeces
everywhere. The dogs
had no water or a
dry area to sit down.
Most of the dogs
were confined to dog
crates and they were
completely soaked in
their own urine. One
dog was squashed into
a small dark pen that
had a concrete block
covering the door.
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Woman ordered to refrain from purchasing or
having in her possession, or under her control,
any dog
Inspector Alice Lacey responded to an
allegation relating to a number of dogs
living in unsuitable conditions. Upon
investigation she discovered nine wheaten
terrier dogs living in absolutely deplorable
living conditions.
Inspector Lacey said: “The smell was so
over-powering and there were flies and
faeces everywhere. The dogs had no
water or a dry area to sit down. Most of
the dogs were confined to dog crates
and they were completely soaked in their
own urine. One dog was squashed into a
small dark pen that had a concrete block
covering the door”.
All nine dogs were immediately signed
over to the ISPCA. Subsequent veterinary
examinations revealed that two of the
dogs were severely emaciated weighing
only nine kilograms. Another dog had a
burst ulcer on his face and an injury to
his leg that was left untreated. Some of
the other dogs had extremely bad teeth.

The court heard that the woman was
a member of the Irish Kennel Club who
had a long history of breeding wheaten
terriers.
Judge Kevin Staunton said: “The dogs
had been very badly treated and said
of the accused “She is simply not in a
position to look after dogs. Whatever
talents she had in the past, she has not
now. She does not have the wherewithal
to look after any amount of dogs, in my
view.”
Judge Staunton did take into
consideration the woman’s age and
medical condition, but felt a severe
sanction was necessary saying “I am
satisfied that the sentence must be
marked by a formal disqualification”.
The dogs were very aggressive and in
extremely poor condition. After giving the
dogs every chance of a recovery, based
on veterinary advice and after numerous
consultations, the difficult decision was
made to put the dogs to sleep to prevent
further suffering.

The Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals

CASE 12: SUFFERING

Miller was left to suffer
A staf fordshire bull terrier dog was
reported to be chained at a property in Co.
Tipperary. The dog was initially removed to
PAWS Animal Rescue before being taken
into the care of the ISPCA. Following a
veterinary examination, the dog weighed
only 14.6 kilograms and was extremely
undernourished.
Growths on the dog’s abdomen and leg
were also noted when examined.
Inspector Alice Lacey carried out the
investigation and identified the owner of
the dog.
In a cautioned interview with Inspector
Lacey, the accused claimed that,
Although he was no longer living at the
property full time, he had been visiting
and feeding the dog daily. He admitted
that he had noticed the dog, whose
name was Miller, was losing weight in
recent months but he had failed to seek
veterinary treatment.

CASE SUMMARY
Fu r t h e r v e t e r i n a r y a s s e s s m e n t
determined that Miller had several
significant masses under her abdomen
and on her hind legs and to prevent
further suffering Miller was euthanised
on humane grounds following veterinary
advice.

Date:
Tuesday 6th June 2017

Judge Lucey commented in court:
“Animals are at the mercy of their owners
and this man has found himself in a very
serious position”

Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013

Thanks to ISPCA affiliated member
Waterford SPCA for co-funding an animal
welfare Inspector to cover Waterford and
South Tipperary. Without this support,
the ISPCA could not have increased our
coverage to 17 counties in Ireland. ISPCA
Inspector Alice Lacey was employed by
Waterford SPCA before joining the ISPCA
in 2015.

Court:
Clonmel District Court
Defendant:
Male 30’s

Plea:
Guilty
Conviction:
Failing to safeguard the
health and welfare of a dog
Sentence:
Fined €250 and ordered him
to pay €600 in ISPCA costs
and contribute €250 towards
legal costs

Animals are at the
mercy of their owners
and this man has
found himself in a very
serious position.

Visit www.ispca.ie
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CASE 13: HORRIFIC INJURIES

CASE SUMMARY
Date:
Thursday 15th June 2017
Court:
Sligo District Court
Defendant:
Male 40’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013
Plea:
Guilty
Conviction:
Causing unnecessary
suffering to a foal
Sentence:
Ordered to pay €500 to an
animal welfare charity or face
jail.

Seven month old foal rescued with
horrific injuries
Inspector Karen Lyons responded to an
urgent call from a concerned member of
the public about a foal on wasteground in
Sligo town. Inspector Lyons discovered a
seven month old colt foal in a great deal
of pain.

veterinary treatment. The extensive
wounds on both sides of his neck, which
it is thought were over a week old, were
only centimetres from his neck vertebrae
and there was a risk of infection spreading
to the spine.

Both sides of the foal’s neck had horrific
puncture wounds which were very
badly infected. The foal was clearly in an
extremely weakened state.

The foal, named Chance, was not
microchipped but further enquires by
Garda Claire O’Brien identified an owner
and a Garda prosecution was initiated.

Inspector Lyons said: “When I arrived
on the scene he was just standing there
lifeless on his own in the middle of the
car park. He must have been in an awful
lot of pain and didn’t have the energy to
move”.

Despite his horrific injuries after
extensive treatment, Chance was in good
spirits and his wounds quickly improved
and he made a full recovery and has
since been rehomed.

Inspector Lyons arranged immediate
transport for the foal to be taken into
the care of the local equine sanctuary,
Sathya Sai, where he received intensive

The ISPCA would like to thank Garda
Claire O’Brien for her work in bringing
this case before the court and also to
Sue Paling of Sathya Sai for coming to
Chance’s aid.

When I arrived on the
scene he was just
standing there lifeless
on his own in the
middle of the car park.
He must have been in
an awful lot of pain and
didn’t have the energy
to move.

18

The Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals

CASE 14: ELDERLY HORSES

Elderly horses left to suffer
Responding to a complaint , ISPCA
Inspector Elaine Reynolds discovered
two elderly horses that were not only
extremely weak and emaciated, but
were also suffering from a number of
other ailments. They were infested with
lice and had serious dental issues that
were preventing the horses from eating
properly. The horses had been rugged
over the winter and the owner had failed
to check the condition of the animals
under their rugs.

They were immediately transferred to
the ISPCA National Animal Centre for
urgent veterinary care. Given the level
of suffering they were enduring, the age
of the horses and the poor prognosis for a
complete recovery, they were euthanised
on veterinary advice to prevent further
suffering.
Inspector Elaine Reynolds commented:
“Animal owners must monitor their
animals regularly for ailments and take
appropriate steps to address them if and
when they arise.”

CASE SUMMARY
Date:
Friday 14th July 2017
Court:
Navan District Court
Defendant:
Female 50’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013
Plea:
Guilty
Conviction:
Failing to safeguard the
welfare of horses and causing
unnecessary suffering
Sentence:
Fined €300 and ordered
to pay €3,000 expenses
between DAFM and ISPCA

Animal owners must
monitor their animals
regularly for ailments
and take appropriate
steps to address them
if and when they arise.

Visit www.ispca.ie
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CASE 15: 12 MONTH DOG BAN

CASE SUMMARY
Date:
14th September 2017
Court:
Bantry District Court
Defendant:
Male 30’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013
Plea:
Guilty
Conviction:
Causing unnecessary
suffering to a dog
Sentence:
Twelve month ban from
owning or keeping dogs.
Fined €350

Cork man disqualified from owning or
keeping dogs
At Bantry District Court, on Thursday 14th
September, a man was disqualified from
owning or keeping dogs for 12 months
after being convicted of cruelty to a dog.
The accused had failed to appear in court
but the matter was heard in his absence.
The case arose when ISPCA Senior
Inspector Lisa O’Donovan responded to
an allegation of a highly distressed dog
abandoned at a property at Ballydehob
in September 2016.
Senior Inspector O’Donovan described
to the court how, when she arrived at
the property, there was a brown and
white terrier sitting at the window in an
extremely agitated and fearful state.
There was an abundance of flies at the
window and a horrendous smell coming
from the letter box.
Assistance was requested from the
local Garda Station and 24 hours later,
after it was established that nobody was
attending to the dog, entry was made to
the property.

Senior Inspector O’Donovan commented:
“There was no light in the dwelling, it was
pitch dark and there was an abundance
of faeces and urine present. There was
no doubt that no one had entered the
property in several days. The little dog was
petrified. He was extremely underweight
with an obnoxious smell from his coat.
There was no food present for him”.
In addition to the disqualification Judge
Mary Dorgan imposed a fine of €350.
The dog, named Hobbs by rescuers,
made a full recovery after a period of
both physical and mental rehabilitation.
“It was awful to see Hobbs locked into
a dark filthy environment with no one
tending to even his very basic needs”
added Ms O’Donovan. “He was severely
traumatised and suffered greatly from
separation anxiety.
Thankfully he is now very happy and
much loved in a wonderful home. It is
completely unacceptable for an individual
to simply walk out their door and leave a
defenceless animal to care for itself for a
prolonged period of time”.

It was awful to see
Hobbs locked into a
dark filthy environment
with no one tending
to even his very basic
needs.

After
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After

CASE 16: DOG ABANDONED

Tali was abandoned without food and water
The ISPCA responded to a call about a
dog locked inside a shop unit for a number
of days. Inspector Reynolds visited the
property and discovered a black and
tan german shepherd dog locked inside
acting aggressively and in a distressed
state.
There was no evidence of food or water
although local animal welfare volunteers
had been feeding the dog through the
bars of a window and giving her water.
Inspector Reynolds said: “The dog was
visibly underweight, her nails were long
and she had abrasions to her nose. The
shop unit was a mess and there was a lot
of faeces everywhere on the floor.”

Inspector Reynolds attempted to locate
the dog’s owner and the landlord of the
unit allowed the dog to be removed. The
dog called Tali was extremely thirsty
drinking almost 1.5 litres of water.
The dog’s owner did get in contact with
Inspector Reynolds however he refused
a contemporaneous interview.
Tali was transported to the ISPCA
National Animal Centre in Longford for
veterinary care. Once she completed
her rehabilitation she was successfully
rehomed.

CASE SUMMARY
Date:
19th September 2017
Court:
Drogheda District Court
Defendant:
Male 40’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013
Plea:
Accused was unfit to stand
trial
Conviction:
N/A
Sentence:
€750 donated to the ISPCA

After

The dog was visibly
underweight, her nails
were long and she
had abrasions to her
nose. The shop unit
was a mess and there
was a lot of faeces
everywhere on the
floor.

Here is what Tali’s new owner had to say:
“Tali has settled in well and is very happy in our home. She already knew her name
so we continued to call her Tali. She loves the car, the couch, company and playing
with her tail. She is very intelligent and loves to play ball. She is a really good dog
and doesn’t shred her bed like her companions do!
She has fitted into our family so well and we are delighted to have her as a big part
of our family. Many thanks for all the great work that you do”.
The Greene family

Visit www.ispca.ie
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CASE 17: DOG LEFT TO DIE

CASE SUMMARY
Date:
Tuesday 7th November 2017
Court:
Virginia District Court
Defendant:
Male 50’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013
Plea:
Guilty
Conviction:
Causing unnecessary
suffering and failure to keep
an animal in a manner that
does not threaten the health
or welfare of the animal

Elderly dog diagnosed with cancer left to die
A concerned member of the public
contacted the National Animal Cruelty
Helpline about a dog in very poor condition.
Inspector Elaine Reynolds investigated the
call and was shocked when she discovered
a german shepherd dog unable to move.
Inspector Reynolds removed the elderly
dog for immediate veterinary assessment.
The dog was found to be very emaciated,
dehydrated and was unable to stand.
Growths, pressure sores and a large
abscess was also found on the dog’s frail
body. Due to the severity of the dog’s

condition, he was immediately euthanised
on humane grounds based on veterinary
advice.
In a cautioned interview, the accused
claimed that the dog had been diagnosed
with cancer approximately 18 months
previously but admitted that he had not
been seen by a vet subsequently.
ISPCA Inspector Elaine Reynolds said: “It
was so sad to see the state to which this
dog had deteriorated. It is not acceptable
to leave an animal to suffer on the basis
that he is old.”

Sentence:
Fined €200 and ordered to
pay costs of €992.50 to the
Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine

It was so sad to see
the state to which this
dog had deteriorated.
It is not acceptable
to leave an animal to
suffer on the basis that
he is old.
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CASE 18: DISQUALIFICATION

Meath man disqualified from keeping animals
The case resulted from a visit made
by ISPCA Inspector Elaine Reynolds in
relation to concerns about a number of
dogs at a property in Drumconrath, Co.
Meath.
Inspector Reynolds investigated the
case and discovered two female dogs, a
german shepherd visibly underweight and
suffering from diarrhoea and a bull mastiff
dog with huge callouses on her legs and
also emaciated.

Both dogs were surrendered to the ISPCA
and transported to the National Animal
Centre for a veterinary examination.
Following extensive care and rehabilitation,
both dogs made full recoveries and were
responsibly rehomed to loving families
where they are now loved and cared for.
“J u d g e J o h n C o u g h l a n i s s u e d a
disqualification from owning, controlling,
or caring for animals for a period of 12
months and ordered that he pay a total
of €5,388 in expenses and legal costs”.

CASE SUMMARY
Date:
Monday 13th November 2017
Court:
Ardee District Court
Defendant:
Male, 20’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013
Plea:
Convicted in absence
Conviction:
Causing unnecessary
suffering to two dogs
Sentence:
Fined €5,388 in expenses
and legal costs and
disqualified from owning,
controlling, or caring for
animals for a period of 12
months

New owners said: “Kyra the bull mastiff is such a lovable, sweet, affectionate dog who
doesn’t realise her size! We were delighted to offer her a new home.”

Judge John
Coughlan issued a
disqualification from
owning, controlling, or
caring for animals for
a period of 12 months
and ordered that he
pay a total of €5,388
in expenses and legal
costs

New owners said: “Amber the german shepherd dog landed on her paws and is doing
great in our home. She settled in so quickly and has a new best buddy called Jack,
a 6 year old German shepherd cross. Amber is really playful and will fetch any object
that can be thrown! She’s loyal and obedient, and we couldn’t ask for more.”

Visit www.ispca.ie
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CASE 19: CUSTODIAL SENTENCE

CASE SUMMARY
Date:
Monday 4th December 2017
Court:
Clonmel District Court
Defendant:
Male 20’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013
Plea:
Guilty
Conviction:
Neglecting or being reckless
regarding the health or
welfare to dogs
Sentence:
Two months imprisonment

This dog’s owner failed
to seek veterinary
treatment and had
absolutely no regard
for the suffering
caused to this
defenceless dog who
would have endured
extreme pain over a
prolonged period of
time.

24

Man jailed for cruelty to a terrier dog
The ISPCA welcomes a second custodial sentence imposed under the
Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 (AHWA).
ISPCA Inspector Alice Lacey responded
to a call made from a concerned member
of the public about a number of dogs at
a property in Kilkenny. Inspector Lacey
visited the property accompanied by
Gardai from Kilkenny Garda Station when
a number of dogs were discovered and of
particular concern was a male patterdale
terrier who had severe injuries to his lower
jaw and nose.
The dog was immediately seized and
brought to City Vets in Waterford City for
an urgent veterinary assessment.
It was the opinion of the attending
veterinary surgeon that the dog had not
received appropriate treatment for these
horrific injuries which would have been
sustained over a period of time. He also
felt that a number of separate events
contributed to the trauma to this dog’s
face.
Vet William Smith said: “There was no
evidence of treatment given to this dog
prior to the 8th of January and the injuries
were aesthetically horrendous adding that
the jaw showed no evidence of surgery,
and no sign of stitches”.

Judge Water said: “Taking into account
t h e i n j u r i e s o f t h e d o g a n d m o re
importantly the attitude of the defendant,
I am imposing a meaningful custodial
sentence. The veterinary evidence was
clear and was a serious aggravating
factor”.
Inspector Alice Lacey said: “This dog’s
owner failed to seek veterinary treatment
and had absolutely no regard for the
suffering caused to this defenceless dog
who would have endured extreme pain
over a prolonged period of time.”
Despite the best efforts of the veterinary
staffs and care team, the dog did not
respond to treatment and had severe
respiratory problems as a result of his
injuries. Based on veterinary advice, he
was euthanised on welfare grounds to
prevent further suffering.
The ISPCA would like to thank our
affiliated member Waterford SPCA for cofunding an ISPCA Inspector allowing us to
deal with animal welfare offences in the
area. Without this support we could not
have been able to increase our coverage
within Ireland.
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CASE 20: CLAWS REMOVED

Man admits to the illegal removal of dew claws
of a st bernard puppy
This case came to light when a st bernard
puppy was bought by a member of the
public from the breeder for €800 back
in June 2015. Shortly afterwards the new
owner became concerned as her puppy
was showing signs of discomfort. The
puppy, named “Nala”, was brought to a local
veterinary practitioner who established
that a botched attempt to remove her dew
claws had resulted in a partial nail growth
which was deformed and painful. A surgical
procedure was required to prevent future
pain and suffering.
The ISPCA were alerted and Senior
Inspector Kevin McGinley investigated
the matter. The court heard that Inspector
McGinley initially contacted the person
who had bred and sold the puppy. They
informed him that the accused was the
owner of the stud dog and that he had

removed the dew claws of all nine St
Bernard puppies in the litter when they
were three days old.
The breeder said that the removal of the
dew claws “was part of the service he
provides when he agreed to provide the
stud dog”.
The court also heard how a set of
curved scissors was used to carry out
the procedure in his back yard, that the
puppies had not been sedated and that
no training had been provided to carry out
the procedure.
ISPCA Senior Inspector Kevin McGinley
said: “ Th i s i s t h e f i rs t s u c c e s s f u l
prosecution in the removal of dew claws
under the current legislation and breeders
need to be aware that performing this act
of cruelty is a criminal offence under the
Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 and
can have serious consequences”.

After
It is an offence for anyone other than a vet to dock puppies’ tails and to
remove dew claws under any circumstances. Veterinary surgeons can
dock the tails of some working breeds but cannot dock any dogs’ tails for
cosmetic purposes. Dew claws may be removed by a veterinary surgeon for
therapeutic reasons only.

Visit www.ispca.ie

CASE SUMMARY
Date:
Tuesday 5th December 2017
Court:
Letterkenny District Court
Defendant:
Male 30’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare
Act 2013. Regulation 3 of the
Prohibition on Tail Docking
and Dew Claw Removal
(Dogs) Regulations 2014
Plea:
Guilty
Conviction:
Removing the dew claws of
a dog
Sentence:
Probation act applied after
€250 was contributed to the
ISPCA

This is the first
successful prosecution
in the removal of
dew claws under the
current legislation and
breeders need to be
aware that performing
this act of cruelty is a
criminal offence under
the Animal Health
and Welfare Act 2013
and can have serious
consequences.
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CASE 21: LIFE BAN

CASE SUMMARY
Date:
Tuesday 19th December 2017
Court:
Letterkenny Circuit Court
Defendant:
Male 20’s
Legislation:
Animal Health and Welfare Act
2013
Plea:
Guilty
Conviction:
Causing unnecessary
suffering to a dog
Sentence:
Eighteen months in jail for
cruelty to animals and banned
from keeping animals for life

Young man jailed for 18 months and banned
from keeping animals for life
A man who kicked a dog up and down a
street and then burned its remains has
been jailed for 18 months and banned from
keeping animals for life.
The case resulted from a call made to the
ISPCA’s National Animal Cruelty Helpline by
the accused himself claiming that his dog,
a yorkshire terrier dog called Buttons, had
been burned or beaten to death. Having
been unable to contact him, ISPCA Senior
Inspector Kevin McGinley called to his flat
accompanied by Garda James Connolly.
To the rear of the flat they discovered a
dead black and tan terrier dog in a plastic
kennel. Senior Inspector McGinley could
see that the dog had sustained an injury
to the side of its face and the dog’s back
appeared to be burned. He also noticed
a coal fire had been lit on grass close to
where the dog had been found.
The accused then appeared and told Senior
Inspector McGinley that he had found his
dog dead at the rear of the property. He
made allegations that the father of his expartner had been responsible for the death
of his dog and said he wanted the matter
fully investigated.

This was a horrendous
form of animal cruelty,
resulting in the sad
death of an innocent
dog. Sadly, it was
terrible ending for this
little dog who would
have died in a lot of
pain and suffering.

The dog’s remains was removed to Donegal
Veterinary Clinic to allow for a clinical
assessment to determine the cause of
death. This examination confirmed that
the dog had died from a ruptured liver as a
result of blunt force trauma.
Garda Sgt Oliver Devaney described
to the court how further enquiries by
Gardai revealed that the accused himself
was responsible for killing the dog. The
court heard evidence that a 77 year old
neighbour saw the accused man kicking
the defenceless dog into the air like a
football. When the witness opened a
window and shouted at him, he picked up
the dog and walked on however, returned
ten minutes later without the dog.

16 and was barely able to read or write. Mr
Nolan continued: “He destroyed the only
thing he loved.”
The accused told the probation service:
“I’ve killed Buttons due to my drinking and
drugs. I loved this dog with all my heart
and I couldn’t imagine hurting her. I didn’t
mean to kill her but this was a week of
destruction and my medication was not
working”.
Judge John Aylmer said: “It was clear
that the accused is a person in need of
significant treatment for his addictions“
and sentenced him to two and a half
years in jail for making threats to kill, a
further 18 months for cruelty to animals
and nine months for the criminal damage
to his apartment. He also ordered that all
sentences are to run concurrently and
suspended the last 12 months of the case
while backdating the sentence to February
last, when the accused entered Castlerea
Prison. Judge Aylmer also made an order
that the accused seek the necessary
treatment for his addictions as part of
his order. Judge Aylmer also banned the
man, who had 33 previous convictions for
a range of offenses including public order,
theft and criminal damage, from keeping
animals for life.
ISPCA Senior Inspector Kevin McGinley
said: “This was a horrendous form of
animal cruelty, resulting in the sad death
of an innocent dog. Sadly, it was a terrible
ending for this little dog who would have
died in a lot of pain and suffering”.

The barrister for the accused, Mr Peter
Nolan said that his client had been addicted
to tablets and had received psychiatric
treatment at St Conal’s Psychiatric Unit
in Letterkenny for two days. He said his
father had died when he was just 12
months old and that he had left school at
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FINAL NOTE

Dr. Andrew Kelly
Chief Executive Officer
It is now four years since the Animal
Health and Welfare Act came into
force. Whilst this was a significant step
forward for animal welfare in Ireland,
the success of any legislation depends
on how robustly it is enforced. Since
receiving authorisation under the Act via
a service agreement with the Minister for
Agriculture, our Inspectors have been at
the forefront of enforcing the legislation
with over 100 prosecutions initiated and
over 40 finalised in court so far, more than
any other organisation in Ireland. Last
year, over 1200 animals were seized by
or surrendered to the ISPCA including the
animals that are featured in this report.
Many of these animals were traumatised
and in poor condition. All required
veterinary treatment and rehabilitation
before they could be responsibly and
safely rehomed.
This report highlights the 21 ISPCA
initiated prosecutions finalised in court in
2017. The report contains graphic images
of horrific cruelty. Sadly this is what our
Inspectors face on a regular basis. The
increase in the number of prosecutions
is an indication that our Inspectors are
having an impact, but we could do much
more with sufficient resources. We are
disappointed with the penalties imposed
in some cases but 2017 has seen the first
custodial sentences for animal cruelty
under the Animal Health and Welfare Act
and in two cases a life ban on keeping
animals was imposed. Only by providing
significant deterrents can we hope to see
a reduction in animal cruelty in Ireland.

and are now able to help animals in 17
counties. In 2017, we recruited a part
time Inspector bringing the total number
to nine, but we can still only cover 17
counties. There are large parts of Ireland
that our Inspectors cannot reach. We aim
to recruit more Inspectors in the coming
years to be able to provide coverage for
the whole of Ireland but this costs money.
It costs more than €50,000 to keep an
Inspector on the road including vehicle
costs, uniform and equipment, veterinary
costs, administrative support and salary.
Out total cost for the Inspectorate in 2017
was over €560,000.
Our resources have never been under
more pressure. Our Inspectors need
appropriate facilities to take seized or
surrendered animals to. Our animal
centres in Mallow Co. Cork and Keenagh,
Co. Longford are constantly full to
capacity with dogs, cats, equines and
other animals. We need to develop our
centres and build new centres around
the country to deal with the increase in
animals we take in.
We are very grateful to our colleagues at
the Department of Agriculture for their

continued support and acknowledge the
financial support provided `by the Minister
through the ex-gratia grant scheme.
I would like to thank and pay tribute to
our Inspectors for their professionalism,
integrity, dedication, compassion and
resilience which have allowed them
to deal robustly with animal welfare
offences across Ireland, often in difficult
circumstances and some risk to their
own personal safety. Without them
thousands of animals would continue to
suffer, hidden away and in silence. The
ISPCA believes that the right balance of
enforcement and education will result in
long term changes in attitudes towards
animals in Ireland. We are currently
campaigning to have animal welfare and
responsible pet ownership included in
the National School curriculum so that
one day we can end cruelty to animals
in Ireland.
Finally, most of the ISPCA’s income
comes from public donations and
legacies. The ISPCA is very grateful to
our donors without whom we could not
deliver our vital work to protect animals
in Ireland.

I n 2 0 1 4, t h e I S P C A h a d j u s t s i x
Inspectors covering 14 counties. Thanks
to co-funding from affiliated member
organisations Waterford SPCA and
Limerick SPCA we were able to recruit
two more Inspectors in 2015 to cover
Waterford / South Tipperary and Limerick

Visit www.ispca.ie
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For further information about our work or to report cruelty, neglect or abuse to an animal,

please call 1890 515 515 or email helpline@ispca.ie

or visit www.ispca.ie
to report online in the strictest of confidence.

