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CEO welcome
Dear Friend,
I want to start by expressing my
gratitude for your continued
kind support. I also want to
extend a warm welcome to all of
you who are new to supporting
the ISPCA.
Almost three months into 2013,
a new year always brings fresh
challenges and this one has
been no exception, we have
had the busiest January and February ever. There has
been a significant increase in calls to our helpline and
our inspectorate have been stretched to capacity. I
have been shocked and saddened by the number
and severity of cruelty cases we have been involved
in so far this year and I have found myself wondering
like many of you ‘WHY?’, is it stupidity, is it laziness,
is it lack of education or is it pure cruelty? However
I am inspired every day by the dedication of our
inspectorate and our fantastic team at the ISPCA who
work tirelessly to help animals who are suffering and
find them new loving homes. This work is only made
possible thanks to our supporters.
Ireland still produces too many dogs due to a lack
of neutering resulting in many puppies and dogs
being abandoned and neglected. There are simply
not enough homes. There are no definitive figures
available, but it is estimated that there are over
600,000 dogs in Ireland. The number of dogs entering
the council pounds has reduced in recent years,
however, we still have over 60 dogs going into pounds
every day of the year. These dogs have simply been
abandoned by their owners – this is unacceptable in
today’s times.
The UK recently announced they would introduce
compulsory micro-chipping of all dogs in England
from April 2016 – this is already the case in Northern
Ireland and I believe Ireland should follow this
example.
Thank you again for your support, together we will
help relieve animal suffering and push for better
animal welfare throughout the state.
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About the ISPCA
The ISPCA is the largest national animal welfare
charity and represents 20 affiliated member
societies. Together the ISPCA and our members
help, rescue, treat and responsibly rehome
thousands of animals every year. Our role is to
prevent cruelty to animals, to promote animal
welfare and to proactively relieve animal suffering
in Ireland.
ISPCA National Animal Cruelty Helpline
If you believe an animal is being cruelly treated
or neglected, please call 1890 515 515 in total
confidence.
ISPCA National Animal Centre (Head office)
Derryglogher Lodge, Keenagh, Co. Longford.
T: 043 33 25035
E: info@ispca.ie
ISPCA Victor Dowling Equine Rescue Centre

Noel Griffin

Dromsligo, Mallow, Co. Cork
T: 022 43218
E: victordowling@eircom.net

www.ispca.ie
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Noleen Doyle & family & rescued
puppy Oreo, see page 4

ISPCA collaborates on the largest canine
recovery in the history of the state
The ISPCA together
with Leitrim Animal
Welfare collaborated on
an operation to arrange
the rescue of over 140
dogs from a property in a
rural area of mid-Leitrim
where they were living in
deplorable conditions.
It was the largest case of canine
dog rescue from one home in
the history of the state and
required the co-operation of four
organisations to work together
in the rescue; The ISPCA, Leitrim
Animal Welfare, Dogs Trust and
County Veterinary Offices
The dogs, most of which were
Bichon Frise crosses, King Charles
Cavaliers and Shih Tzus, ranged in

age from puppies right through to
mature dogs. The majority were
heavily matted and they were also
suffering from skin, eye and teeth
problems.
Our chief inspector Conor Dowling
said

The condition of the
animals was
appalling, their coats were
extremely matted and many
had thick dreads of matted
hair right down to their skin.
Their coats were also matted
with a mix of sawdust, dog
faeces and mud and their legs
were soaked in urine.

The female owner of the animals
is a dog hoarder (a person who
keeps and breeds dog without
rehoming or having the necessary
space, funding or ability to care
for the animals) and had been
making efforts to feed them but
the situation had spiralled out of
control due to the sheer number of
animals.
We are delighted to report that all
140 dogs were rehomed within
a number of weeks and this is
due to the kindess of people who
responded to our call for help.
We would like you to meet some of
the new owners and dogs who were
recently rescued:

www.ispca.ie
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Bridget Ryan
& Gizmo
‘MY husband John died a year
ago at the age of 83 and I was
terribly lonely without him,
especially at night. I wanted
a little dog I could be kind
to and which would keep me
company, so my son Michael
took me to the ISPCA eight
months ago. They didn’t have
what I was looking for so I told
them if a shih tzu came in, to
call me. When I first saw Gizmo
he looked like a ball of hay in a
field.

I fell in love with
him altogether.
He’s very friendly but is
still nervous.
He was in a shocking state and
I couldn’t even see his eyes. I
said I’d take him, then I looked
at my son and said: “Have I
gone mad?” When I went back
to collect him he had been
clipped and shaved, and was
like a different dog. I fell in love
with him altogether. He’s very
friendly but still nervous.

Penny & Lenny when they
first arrived into the National
Animal Centre, both in appalling
condition
Noleen Doyle & Oreo

Noleen Doyle
& Oreo
‘I WORK with people with
learning disabilities and when
we got a shih tzu at work I
was amazed at how brilliant
they were for everyone around
them — they are just gorgeous
indoor pets. I was helping
my elderly neighbour choose
a dog at the ISPCA when I
heard about the rescued dogs
from a volunteer and put my
name down. We’re all mad
about animals in our house
— we have hens and turtles, a
labrador called Oscar and we
used to have cats. We’ve always
had animals but never a small
cuddly inside pet.

Marie Clyne
and Penny
‘WE ALREADY have two boxers,
Bruno and Lucy. But I had a
Westie and Yorkie who died last
year so we wanted to adopt
another small dog.

Myself and my son
Aaron were doing
volunteer dog walking at
the ISPCA when we saw
Penny.
She pulled at our heartstrings
and we knew she was for us so
we reserved her immediately.
We are so thrilled to have her
home now.

Bringing Oreo
home was like
bringing a newborn baby
home – and we’ve had
more visitors than we
would for any baby. We
have him two weeks now
and he has taken over the
house.
Bridget Ryan & Gizmo
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What do we need?

light, food or clean water. They
may be covered in fleas, with
We are calling for the consistent
dirty, matted coats. Sometimes
enforcement of new legislation
farmed dogs are kept in very
regulating dog breeding in
small confined areas with little
Ireland which came into force in
room for them to move around.
July 2012. Local Authorities are
tasked with enforcing the new act Their nails may be overgrown
which applies to premises where because of the constant
there are six or more female dogs inactivity.
capable of breeding.
The ISPCA believes that the
Dog Breeding Establishments
Unfortunately in Ireland puppy
Act has the potential to result
farms continue to thrive, with
in substantial improvements to
dogs being treated like hens in
the welfare of dogs kept in largebattery cages in the lucrative
scale breeding establishments
trade of puppy production.
in Ireland, but only if enforced
Dogs may be kept in cramped
conditions, with no access to
appropriately.
Angel on the
road to recovery
with ISPCA
animal carer,
Kelly Hynes.

How can you help?
The ISPCA is at full capacity on a
consistent level responding to the
need to care and rehabilitate rescued
dogs from puppy farms, dog hoarders,
abusive or neglectful owners.
We urge you to open your home
to adopt a dog from our National
Animal Centre in Keenagh, Co
Longford. Visit the centre, meet
with the dogs, enjoy a walk in our
grounds and consider the endless
adoration and friendship you and/or
your family will enjoy from taking in
and caring for a dog who needs their
forever home.

forced to sit and lie in her own faeces. Lisa was
horrified at the dog’s skeletal condition.
But worse was to follow. A further search of the
shed uncovered the remains of three decomposing
collies, still chained to a rail.
Three more skeletal collies, barely puppies were
found, they were locked in another filthy area; they
were also sharing it with dead companions.

Cork Collies
Extreme case
of cruelty
Inspector Lisa O’Donovan came across
a heart-wrenching case in North Cork
recently. The soul chilling tale Lisa
recounted can only emphasise the
importance of stamping out cruelty to
animals.
A seemingly routine call came into the ISPCA
National Animal Cruelty Helpline, and Lisa the Cork
and County ISPCA Inspector went to investigate.
The grisly scene Lisa discovered was far from
routine.
Lisa first found a young female border collie, now
named Angel, tethered by a short chain in a dark
shed. The petrified and frightened dog, had been

“It’s horrifying to find animals forced to live like
this” said Inspector O’Donovan, “To think of the poor
creatures dying in the dark, with their companions
is heartbreaking.”
The veterinary assessment confirmed that all the
young dogs, just under a year old, were clinically
emaciated, due to starvation and dehydration.
The veterinary opinion was that Angel, would have
died within two days if not for intervention, she
shockingly weighed a mere 5.5 Kilos!
“This is a horrendous act of cruelty, and although
four of the dogs are now in our care, one cannot help
but think of the
poor dogs that
perished.” Lisa
commented
sadly.
A file for
prosecution
has been
prepared for
the Gardaí, and
the ISPCA will
do everything
in our power to
ensure justice.

Angel on the day she was
brought to the NAC, frightened
and in appalling condition.

www.ispca.ie
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Donkeys currently
at the National
Animal Centre
waiting for their
forever homes

Year of the Donkey
This winter has been very
hard for donkeys in Ireland.
The constant wet cold
weather has taken its toll
on those living without
shelter and forced to stand
in wet fields.
Donkeys are not hardy animals and
are poorly equipped to deal with
wet conditions. As a result they
suffer terribly from skin and hoof
conditions such as rainscald and
thrush.
The economic crash has also
fuelled the problem as donkeys are
no longer achieving the high prices
seen during the Celtic tiger. There
is now a large volume of unwanted
donkeys in Ireland, many that are

left to suffer terrible neglect and
cruelty.
The ISPCA has been overwhelmed
with requests from our Inspectorate
for space in our stables for these
gentle and unassuming creatures.
We currently have over 20 at the
National Animal Centre.

Can you help by;
1. Offering a permanent home to a
pair of donkeys?
2. Foster a pair of donkeys to help
us free up space, so that we can
help more?
3. Donate towards the cost of
rehabilitating a donkey?
4. Donate much needed items
such as hay, haylage, feed and
carrots?

5. Volunteer your time to help
muck out, feed and groom the
donkeys?
Donkeys are wonderful animals.
They are intelligent, sensitive,
sociable creatures who will bond
strongly with ‘their’ person and will
reward your time and hard work
with loyalty, companionship and a
great deal of fun.
If you feel you can offer a place
in your heart and home to any
of these wonderful animals call
Cathy or Eva at the National
Animal Centre on 043 33 25035
or email info@ispca.ie.
For more information on our
donkeys please visit
www.ispca.ie.

ISPCA inspector Karen Lyons
with Valentino, one of the many
donkeys rescued this winter.
Valentino had been abandoned
in forestry over two years ago
along with another donkey, who
sadly didn’t survive. He was in
a terrible condition when found
but thankfully he is now thriving
and has found a new loving
home.
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Please
adopt us



The ISPCA have many animals needing homes. If you are
considering getting a new pet, please consider a rescued
animal. For a full list of animals available visit www.ispca.
ie/rehoming or please come see us at the National Animal
Centre (Wednesday – Sunday 11.30am – 4pm).



1

We have a selection of 8 adorable black Labrador cross
puppies only 6 weeks old. They will be looking for kind
loving homes from April.

2

Joy is a beautiful Connemara cross pony and will
mature to 12 or 13 hands high. She was rescued as a
young foal with her mother after they were abandoned. Joy
is timid and takes a little time to trust new people. She will
make a fantastic pony with a little time and patience. She
will need consistent and kind handling to help her develop
to her full potential.

3

Rabbits – We have a selection of bunnies looking for
new loving homes





4

Piglets – These adorable little piglets will be
looking for homes soon when they are 8 weeks old
and weaned from their mother Marge. They need to be
rehomed in at least pairs or small groups and all will be
neutered before rehoming.

5

Mare and Foal. Ash was abandoned heavy in foal
on a mountain and was in very poor condition when
rescued by the ISPCA. She is a gentle 13.3hh and a total
pleasure to handle and will make a lovely riding pony in
time when trained.

6

Dizzy is an older cat and is looking for a quiet home
to see out the rest of her days in luxury. She arrived at
the ISPCA with her pal boots. She is vaccinated, treated for
parasites, neutered and litter trained.





7

Charlie is a beautiful one year old black collie dog
looking for a quiet home preferably with another dog
for company. He needs a patient new owner to show him
the love and affection he has been starved of all his life. He
will make a great companion.



Call the National Animal Centre on 043 33 25035 or email
info@ispca.ie.

www.ispca.ie
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In fact we underestimated the
need. We expected a rise of calls
of close to 13% - we actually had
an increase of over 26% that’s over
1,900 calls! Our equine facilities
in both centres are full, our
funds are low, we are feeling the
pressure. In fact we spend more
both in time and money caring
for these unfortunate animals.
We feed them, provide veterinary
care, we spend time and energy
rehabilitating them and ensure
their safe and secure future
The single biggest welfare issue
we encountered this winter was
starvation/emaciation.

ISPCA 2013
Hay Drive
Barbara Bent, Chairperson of the ISPCA speaks
about the ISPCA 2013 Hay Drive
We launched our second
Hay Drive appeal in January
this year. Unfortunately
the need for equine care,
rescue and the increased
levels of abandonment
put enormous pressure
on our centres, making it
necessary for us to once
again seek public support.
I spent my youth on our family
farm, my love and respect of
animals has always been part
of my DNA. My deep interest in
Equine Welfare started very young
and also my interest in working to
prevent cruelty and neglect. No
animal in a country such as ours,
deeply involved in farming and
the horse industry should ever be
found emaciated and hungry, we
8
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have a duty of care to ensure no
such thing happens in this day and
age, it is totally unacceptable.
This year we faced three issues
which led to record numbers of
calls and rescues. With a long wet
summer the problem of feeding
became especially difficult as hay
was very scarce. Many horses,
ponies and foals which were able
to graze during the summer were
left abandoned and neglected for
the winter rather than the owner
spending money on feed. Lastly the
hay that was saved in many cases
was of poor quality, expensive and
scarce. Hard feed costs greatly
increased in recent months
We became a vital source of care
for hundreds of horses, ponies;
donkey’s and foals during the
colder, harsher months from
December through to February.

Our inspectors encountered many
horses with overgrown hooves,
seriously neglected wounds,
Sarcoids, embedded head-collars
and due to the wet year Rain scald
has been a common problem. Most
horses taken into our care carry
a heavy infestation of lice and
worms.
Some of these issues are caused
by ignorance and a lack of funds,
others by an attitude that the
fittest will survive. Too often, we
meet dealers and owners who
couldn’t care less and drag their
animals though the winter on the
bare minimum.
The Hay Drive is vital to help us
raise funds to pay and support
our care for those horses, ponies,
foals and donkeys we have
rescued. Please visit www.ispca.
ie to make a donation if you can.

What to do if you
think a horse,
pony or donkey is
suffering
To prevent suffering the ISPCA
needs the public to be alert
and quick to report concerns re
horses whose welfare may be
compromised , hungry and in
urgent need of feed.
Call The ISPCA National
Animal Cruelty Helpline
1890 515 515
Registered charity number CHY5619

Horrific
case of
equine
neglect

When the ISPCA found Tess; it
did not look good for this little
foal, she was in such an awful
state...

A shocking case of neglect
as a young foal is found in a
residential housing estate,
malnourished, abandoned
dropped dramatically that night.
and on deaths door
Considering the state she was
When ISPCA Inspector Lisa
O’Donovan responded to a call
made to the ISPCA’s National
Animal Cruelty Helpline, she arrived
at the public green area in Mallow,
County Cork where she found a
lifeless young foal lying which she
assumed was dead in the middle of
the green. To her amazement when
she got closer to the pony, she saw
her leg move slightly and then her
eye flickered and knew she was
alive. She was very weak and when
Lisa initially helped her stand, she
collapsed. Lisa examined the foal
she found that, under her woolly
coat, she was extremely emaciated.
A local veterinary practitioner was
called immediately and a request
for transport was issued. Tess, as
she is now known, was immediately
brought to the safety of the ISPCA
Victor Dowling Equine Rescue
Centre where she was offered
treatment, nourishment and
warmth. Enquiries made locally
suggested that her mother had
died three to four weeks previous
but, as is so common with these
cases, nobody was claiming
responsibility for her.
ISPCA Inspector Lisa O’Donovan
said: “We were extremely lucky
to have found Tess when we did,
it was the Friday evening of the
bank holiday and the temperatures

found in, the likelihood of her
surviving the drop in temperatures
would have been very low.”
“Again this situation is an all too
familiar picture for the ISPCA
Inspectorate finding these
unfortunate young animals
hanging on to life by a thread and
then being unable to hold people
accountable for the suffering they

...Tess at the ISPCA Victor
Dowling Equine Rescue Centre in
Co. Cork. She is getting stronger
every day and now looks forward
to a bright future.
allow these creatures to endure.
Despite it being a legal requirement
for equines to be identifiable, Tess
was not micro-chipped.”
“Tess’ road to recovery has been
long and bumpy, and there were
many occasions when we didn’t
think she was going to make it. But
we are delighted that she has made
steady progress in recent times and
continues to grow stronger every
day”.

Thank you

Equitation School for stepping
up and supporting the second
We would like to thank everyone drive and most of all we thank all
who supported the campaign
those who took the time to text or
and urge you to support again no donate online – without you we
matter how small the amount it all couldn’t do what we do.
helps. This year we hit our target
of a fantastic €30,000 through text On a personal note I would like
to commend all our inspectors
and online donations.
who deal on a daily basis with the
We thank Paul Carberry and Nina hugely distressful situations and
Carberry and Paul’s daughter
equine cases they are called out
Kacey Lou for launching our
to deal with. While it isn’t an easy
appeal. We thank the Irish Army role it is a vital one.

Racing royalty, the Carberry’s help launch the ISPCA Hay Drive 2013
www.ispca.ie
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Fundraising update
Get Tails Wagging

Flora Women’s Mini Marathon 3rd June 2013
The ISPCA are asking all our lady supporters to join us for this year’s Flora
Women’s Mini Marathon, June bank holiday and help raise vital funds for our
animal welfare programme. We’re hoping to recruit 500 ladies and raise a
much needed €50,000 for the ISPCA. You don’t have to be fit, you can run,
walk or crawl the marathon; it’s all about having fun, having a great day out
with your pals and raising money for your favourite charity.
For more information please visit www.ispca.ie or email
minimarathon@ispca.ie or call 043 332 5933.
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Andrea Hayes from TV3’s Animal A&E, vet, Pete Wedderburn,
Rosanna Davison and fitness guru Karl Henry launch our Flora
Mini Marathon campaign this month.

Cher Le
Femme

Sharon Devlin from lingerie
boutique, Cher Le Femme had an
inspiring idea for helping animals!
Sharon very kindly donated €2
from every purchase of lingerie
made in December to the ISPCA.
A huge animal lover, Sharon was
delighted and determined to help
animals more unfortunate than her
own pets.
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Sharon was delighted to present a cheque to the ISPCA for €500.

Registered charity number CHY5619

Crafty
Ladies

A huge thank you to the Crafty
Ladies in Leitrim, who worked
endless hours on the beautiful
handcrafted ‘Carrigallen Quilt,’ and
a sincere thanks for their valiant
fundraising efforts! A staggering
€880 was raised for the animals
depending on the ISPCA, and the
North West Hospice. Thank you
Crafty Ladies

Wedding
Favours

Sheila Carter, Carol Moore, Lorraine Sharpe , Ruth Rae, Noelle Lockhart
& Julie Smith are the crafty ladies that spent hours creating the
magnificent Carrigallen Quilt.
Extra special thanks to all our
Christmas Agents that haunted
their friends, work colleagues and
family with the ISPCA Christmas
merchandise, cards and calendars!
You raised almost a whopping
€10,000. Thank you.

Personalised cards from the
ISPCA

For more information,
please call Clare on
043 332 5035
or email
fundraising@
ispca.ie

21st April – Wexford Half
Marathon
5th May – Western People
west of Ireland Women’s Mini
Marathon

26th May Swim Athy
3rd June – **Dublin Flora
Women’s Mini Marathon

How about saving yourself some
time whilst helping some of our
animals?

These cards are a great
conversation starter and also a
great way of spreading the word
about the work of the ISPCA.

14th April – Great Ireland Run

12th May – Kildare Half
Marathon

Are you looking to do something
a little different for your wedding
favours?

For a small donation, the ISPCA
can provide you with a selection
of wedding table cards with a
personalised note from you to
your guests. Each card has a
lovely photo and details of a dog
currently in our care who is looking
for a new home or you can choose
to have your own pet featured!

Upcoming events

6th July – Achill Half Marathon
28th October – Dublin City
Marathon

Whatever you love doing... please do it
for the ISPCA
It’s easy to organise your own fundraising event – and you can
have a lot of fun in the process. From pub gigs to golf days, dinner
parties to bring & buy sales, our fundraisers have come up with lots
of interesting ideas to raise money. If you are looking for some
inspiration or events to take part in, please visit www.
ispca.ie or contact fundraising@ispca.ie

o all
k you t und
n
a
h
t
aro
A big
orters
p
p
u
s
our
r
ou
try and rs,
n
u
o
c
ne
the
te part
corpora lly, Propac,
a
especi orseware and
ee, H
Pedigr hanelle.
C

Mycharity.ie and idonate.ie are two dedicated
websites making fundraising easy and safe to
raise money for charity.
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produced a free Will making guide to make the whole
process a lot simpler. It cuts through the jargon and
answers some frequently asked questions.
To request one of these guides or for more information
on leaving a gift in your will, please contact Brid
Sweeney on brid@ispca.ie or call 043 3325035. Your
queries and information will be dealt with in complete
confidence.

Tax Efficient Giving
Brid Sweeney has worked with the ISPCA since 2005

Their lives are in our hands
…our future is in yours
Having an up to date Will is the only way you can
ensure that the people and causes you care strongly
about are provided for according to your wishes.
We know that Wills and charitable legacy giving may
at first seem daunting, but it needn’t be. We have

Thanks to all our supporters who took the time
to sign the revenue forms we sent you. Your
signatures will make a huge difference to the
animals in our care and those out there in need of
our help.
If you still have not returned your form, please
do. If for some reason you cannot sign the form
or are unsure about anything please contact our
supporter care team on 043 332 5024 and we
will help you. To find out more about tax-efficient
giving visit www.ispca.ie

The Direct Debit Guarantee THIS GUARANTEE SHOULD BE DETACHED AND RETAINED BY THE PAYER
 This is a guarantee provided by your own Bank as a member of the Direct Debit Scheme, in which all Banks and Originators of Direct
Debits participate
 If you authorise payment by Direct Debits, then:
- Your Direct Debit Originator will notify you in advance of the amounts to be debited to your account
- Your Bank will accept and pay such debits, provided that your account has sufficient available funds
 If it is established that an unauthorised Direct Debit was charged to your account, you are guaranteed a prompt refund by your Bank of the
amount so charged
 You can cancel the Direct Debit in good time by writing to your Bank

I would like to support the ISPCA to help prevent animals suffering now
Title:

First name:

Registered charity number: CHY 5619

Surname:

Address:
Email address (Please print):

Telephone:

If you would like to receive email updates of news and stories please tick here

I would like to make a single
donation of
I enclose a cheque/PO made payable to

I want to make a monthly donation of
Instruction to your Bank to Pay Direct Debits

ISPCA

Originators identification

I would like to pay by *Visa/MasterCard/Amex/Laser

No. (OIN) 3

0

5

6

Originators reference

5 8

ISPCA

Please complete parts 1 to 5 to instruct your bank to make payments directly from your account.
1. Please write the name and full address of
4. Please tick your preferred debit date:
your Bank and Branch
1st
or 17th
5. Your Instruction to your Bank, and your
Bank:
signature:
Branch:
- I instruct you to pay Direct Debits from my account at the
2. Name of Account Holder( s):
3. Sort Code Account Number:

request of ISPCA
- I shall notify the Bank in writing if I wish to cancel this
instruction. I shall also notify ISPCA of such
cancellations.

/

Start date

Expiry date

/

3 Digit Security Code:
** Last 3 digits on the signature strip on the
reverse of your card.
Name on card

Signature(s):

Signature

Your Bank Sort Code:
Your Account No*:

(*please circle as appropriate).
(laser only)

Card number

Date:

*Current accounts only

Please return your completed coupon to: ISPCA Head Office, National Animal Centre,
Derryglogher Lodge, Keenagh, Co. Longford.
Telephone 043 33 25035, email fundraising@ispca.ie, website www.ispca.ie
For security reasons please do not send cash. Please DO NOT send this form to your Bank.
Thank you.

Date
ISPCA Bank Details
Bank: AIB, 40/42 Ranelagh, Dublin 6 Account No:
12582-378 Sort Code: 93-12-92 Credit: ISPCA

Please send me further information
on leaving a legacy to the ISPCA

