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This prosecution resulted from our largest ever rescue in April 2015, in 
which the ISPCA rescued 340 dogs and 11 horses from a property in 
Myshall, Co. Carlow. You can read the full story at 
www.ispca.ie/news. 
   
The ISPCA recently launched our Inspectorate Report 2018, 
highlighting 3,494 investigations carried out by our 
Inspectors. Twenty-two prosecutions were initiated and18 
prosecutions finalised in court last year. Our Inspectors' 
professionalism, integrity, compassion and resilience has allowed 
them to deal robustly with animal welfare offences across Ireland and 
without them, thousands of animals would continue to suffer hidden 
away and in silence. 
 
We hope to be able to employ more Inspectors in future years until we 
are able to provide a service in every county, but our resources are 
more pressed than ever. It costs more than €50,000 to keep an 
Inspector on the road including vehicle costs, uniform and equipment, 
veterinary costs, administrative support and salary. 
 
I would like to acknowledge and thank our supporters who continue to 
donate to the ISPCA in difficult times.  If you can continue to support 
our work, please consider a monthly donation, which you can set up 
by completing and returning the form on page 11 of this newsletter. 
As ever, thank you for your continued support. We could not do what 
we do without animal lovers like you.                                  

Welcome to the ISPCA 
Spring/Summer 2019 Newsletter. 
 
The ISPCA has had a busy year so 
far. In February 2019 we saw the 
successful prosecution of a puppy 
farmer who received a three-year 
custodial sentence, a ban from 
keeping dogs or equines for life, and 
an order to pay €35,000 to the 
ISPCA.  
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Rescued puppies Grace (left) and 
Farrah (right) were rehomed 

together.

The ISPCA recently issued an emergency appeal to help us save 
Odhrán, an eight-week-old spaniel cross puppy who needed 
emergency cardiac surgery.  
 
As the little puppy travelled from the ISPCA Donegal Animal 
Rehabilitation Centre to UCD Veterinary Hospital in Dublin, his 
future was uncertain.  
 
Odhrán was one of five puppies born to mother Beth in ISPCA 
care. The puppies' carer at the ISPCA Donegal Animal 
Rehabilitation Centre gradually introduced solid food into their 
diets, and while four of the litter managed very well, they noticed 
that one little puppy struggled. Odhrán was incredibly slow to eat, 
showed difficulty breathing after doing so, and fought to keep 
the food down. His carer tried different puppy food types and 
consistencies, but was concerned when he continued to 
regurgitate. 
 
Following urgent assessments and x-rays, vets discovered a sac- 
like pouch called a diverticulum on his oesophagus, into which 
food was being diverted when Odhrán attempted to eat. Due to 
its seriousness vets recommended that the ISPCA seek out a 
cardiac specialist to repair the condition, which they believed 
was being caused by an abnormality in his heart called persistent 
right aortic arch. 
 
The specialised surgery that would fix Odhrán's heart could cost 
as much as €2,000, but it was his only option for survival. So the 
ISPCA asked our generous supporters for help to save his life. 
 

Our brilliant supporters 
helped us save Odhrán 
the puppy!

By the time Odhrán was being prepared for his surgery the next morning, the costs were all but covered. All that was 
left was to hope for the best outcome from the procedure.  
 
With all the love and kind thoughts being sent his way from across the country, little Odhrán pulled through with       

Clockwise from top left: Odhrán before his trip to UCD, 
Odhrán after his surgery, radiograph of diverticulum on 
Odhrán's oesophagus
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tremendous success! The following evening vets informed us that he was 
recovering perfectly in their care. 
 
The amazing vets at UCD added that they expected Odhrán to make a full 
recovery in time.  
 
ISPCA Donegal Centre Manager Denise McCausland said: “Odhrán is such 
a sweet and brave little puppy, and though small, his personality already 
shows. He is so young and deserved the best chance to overcome this 
condition and live a happy life. Thanks to the staff at the UCD Veterinary 
Hospital for helping with this surgery that saved him."  
 
Within a day or two Odhrán was sniffing around the UCD Vet Hospital, with 
his tail going turbo as he won over everybody he met. In time, he will go to 
a loving new home, where he can live a normal life as a perfectly healthy 
puppy. The ISPCA thanks the amazing staff at UCD Veterinary Hospital, 
and all of our generous supporters who helped us and sent plenty of 
positive thoughts Odhrán's way.  

Did you know 
that the ISPCA 

relies heavily on 
public support?

Top: Odhrán in ISPCA Donegal care 
Above: Odhrán recovering after surgery

88% of our income comes from kind 
donations and gifts in wills.   

Since the introduction of the Animal 
Health and Welfare Act 2013, the 
ISPCA has handled:

86,549 calls to our Helpline
5,147 animals seized or surrendered to 
ISPCA Inspectors
17,832 investigations carried out by 
ISPCA  Inspectors
133 prosecutions initiated 
64 prosecutions finalised in court
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www.endthecageage.eu

The ISPCA is supporting a European Citizens Initiative 
(ECI) which aims to end the use of cages for farmed 
animals across Europe. An ECI is a powerful tool which, 
once it reaches one million signatures from citizens 
across the EU, will compel the European Commission to 
act and propose legislation in response to the online 
petition. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Ireland, over three million egg-laying hens are farmed 
per year, and over half of them, nearly 1.9 million (54%) are 
caged. In these conditions, each bird has a space only 
slightly larger than an A4 sheet of paper. So-called 
“enriched” cages fail to meet a range of hens’ behavioural 
needs. In often overcrowded conditions they continue to 
have a lack of space to exercise, fly, flap their wings, or 
dust-bathe. In the cages hens are unable to perch up high 
to rest or to go outside to scratch in the ground and 
breathe fresh air. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cages separate animals that are social by nature, 
such as sows in early pregnancy. 
Hens kept for eggs typically have less space than 
the size of a sheet of A4 paper. 
Over 50% of the EU's hens spend their entire egg- 
laying lives in so-called "enriched" cages. These 
cages still severely limit natural behaviours such 
as scratching or foraging. 
Sow stalls are banned in Ireland, but farrowing 
crates are still used and sows may be confined 
from a week before they give birth until their piglets 
are weaned around three to four weeks later.

Sign the online petition and help 
End the Cage Age 

ISPCA supporting initiative to 
#EndtheCageAge for farmed 
animals in Europe

This is the first time in history that this 
number of European organisatons has come 
together to help farm animals.
To sign the online petition, please log on to 
www.endthecageage.eu 



Why pet owners should be 
#SpayAware
The ISPCA is urging the public to help reduce the high 
number of unwanted cats and dogs in Ireland by 
spaying and neutering their pets as early as possible. 
 
Our SpayAware campaign highlights the benefits of 
pet neutering, encouraging owners to talk to their vets 
today.  
 
As a direct result of unwanted dogs and cats, animal 
shelter resources are already over-stretched. Last year 
the ISPCA handled over 17,338 calls to our helpline 
with 3,494 allegations of animal cruelty investigated by 
our nine Inspectors: 1,102 animals were seized or 
surrendered to ISPCA Inspectors. Our Centres are 
consistently full of dogs, cats, horses and various 
other animals, so it is vital that pet owners play their 
part in tackling this issue by spaying or neutering their 
pets. This will go a long way to prevent accidental and 
unwanted litters of puppies or kittens being born in the 
first place, therefore curbing the number of unwanted 
pets that we see every single day. 
 
Some facts about the benefits of spaying or neutering 
your pet: 
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Research was carried out by the ISPCA on the Perceptions of Responsible 
Dog Ownership in Ireland*. Respondents were asked to indicate a list of 
scenarios on the necessity and health impacts of neutering, and the 
appropriate age and here are the findings: 
 
Over 60% agreed with the statement that neutering is necessary even 
“when the dog is confined to the home/is always supervised”. 
 
Non-dog owners (potential dog owners) expressed uncertainty regarding 
some aspects of neutering: 
 
Whether or not neutering is appropriate when the dog is younger than six 
months (males = 52%, females = 56%). 
 
Whether or not a neutering cost of €100 is expensive (males = 42%, 
females = 29%). 
 
Whether or not neutering is necessary when the dog is confined to the 
home/is always supervised (males = 52%, females = 56%). 
 
Approximately 40% of dog owners felt that neutering puppies (less than 
six months old) was inappropriate. 
 
*The report was compiled by Catherine Devitt, Locksley Messam, Andrew 
Kelly & Alison Hanlon in May 2016 and based on a study funded by the Irish 
Research Council’s New Foundation Scheme.  The authors acknowledge 
the financial support of the Irish Research Council.  The authors express 
their gratitude to those who contributed to piloting the survey, and all 
respondents who took the time to commence and complete the survey. 

Spaying/neutering is a simple procedure and recovery 
time is usually quick.  Your cat or dog will need to be 
dropped off at the vet, and picked up again later that 
same day.
Spaying reduces the risk of mammary cancers in 
female dogs from 70% to 0.5% if they are spayed 
before their first heat.
Un-spayed cats are seven times more likely to develop 
mammary cancers than those spayed at puberty. 
Testicular cancer is the second most common cancer 
among male dogs. Neutering eliminates that risk.
Neutering reduces fighting and unwanted territorial 
behaviour in male cats by over 80%.

Puppies should be spayed/neutered at five to six 
months of age, though large dog breeds require 
more time to develop, so you should always seek 
advice from your vet.
Kittens should be neutered or spayed at four 
months of age.
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Waterford man convicted of animal welfare 
offences to a German shepherd dog 

A Waterford man was convicted of animal welfare offences to a 
white German shepherd dog found on his property in February 
2018.   
 
The man was fined €500 with six months to pay, under Section 11 
(1) of the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 (AHWA), while 
another charge under Section 12 (1) (b) was taken into 
consideration. He was also ordered to pay €271.57 in veterinary 
costs. 
 
The case originated from a complaint made to the ISPCA National 
Animal Cruelty Helpline on 1890 515 515 by a member of the 
public. 
 
ISPCA Inspector Alice Lacey visited the property in early February to 
find nobody at home, but when she looked over the side gate of the 
house, she saw a German shepherd cross in poor body condition, 
so Inspector Lacey left a notice for the owner to contact her. The 
owner made contact with Inspector Lacey and upon a subsequent 
visit he signed over the dog, later named Skye, into ISPCA care. 
 
A veterinary assessment determined the dog to be in extremely 
poor body condition. The skin on the dog’s legs and ears was raw, 
which may have resulted from an untreated parasite allergy. 
 
In court, Judge Staunton said: "the dog obviously wasn't thriving 
and his owner should have noticed this and dealt with it, but he 
didn't.” 
 
Inspector Alice Lacey said: “Despite Skye’s neglect, she turned out 
to be a wonderful dog. Skye was extremely nervous when brought 
into ISPCA care at first, as her confidence needed to be built back 
up. It took Skye a number of months to get back to a healthy normal 
weight. It takes very little to provide an animal with basic needs, and 
Skye had suffered unnecessarily for a period of time.” 
 
Following Skye’s rehabilitation, she was responsibly rehomed and 
she is now being loved and cared for. 
 
The ISPCA continues to work with pet owners to offer advice on 
how to improve their pet's welfare, and through education, provide 
the opportunity for members of the public to address concerns that 
have been highlighted. The ISPCA reminds pet owners of their legal 
responsibilities under the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 
(AHWA) that there is no excuse for failing to provide basic levels of 
care for their pets. 
 
 Report animal cruelty, neglect or abuse on 1890 515 515 or online at www.ispca.ie. 

All complaints are dealt with in strict confidence.

Above: Skye in veterinary care after she was rescued 
Below: Skye in her new home   
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Young kitten with 
severe cat flu saved 
just in time
A six-week-old kitten was found by a kindhearted member of 
the public in a terrible state, and suffering from cat flu. The 
person contacted the ISPCA for help. 
 
Following an urgent veterinary assessment, the kitten, later 
named Sparrow, was placed on life-saving fluid therapy due 
to her weakened state, to prepare her body for surgery. 
 
Her right eye was so badly damaged due to a chronic 
untreated infection that, on veterinary advice, there was no 
alternative but to have it surgically removed to prevent further 
suffering.  
 
ISPCA Donegal Centre Manager Denise McCausland said: 
“Sparrow was so small, it was touch and go if she would 
recover from the anaesthetic, as the damage to her eye was 
so severe. 
 
"Thankfully this little lady made a great recovery and in the 
following weeks, her eye healed beautifully. 

"Cat flu is a treatable illness, and after a course of antibiotics most cats recover perfectly. Unfortunately for 
Sparrow, she had not received the veterinary treatment she needed in time for her illness, and sadly as a result her 
right eye was so badly damaged, it had to be removed." 
 
This brave little kitten has since been rehomed and she is now thriving. Her new family have renamed her Winky, 
because, they say, “Having one eye hasn’t limited her in any way. She is able to do everything a cat with two eyes 
can do, the only difference is instead of blinking, she winks!” 
 
Her new family said: “Winky is full of energy and always wants to play and cuddle. One of her favourite things to do 
is watch the washing machine spin around, and she falls asleep to the sound of it. Adopting a kitten in need is one 
of the best things we have ever done. We love her so much and it really means the world to us that we were able to 
help her and give her a loving home, and hopefully a much better life". 
 
Winky is adored by her new family and we are very thankful they are giving her the life and home she thoroughly 
deserves. All cats and kittens adopted from the ISPCA are fully vaccinated, which includes a specific inoculation 
against cat flu. They are also treated for parasites and neutered or spayed when of age. 
 
You can log on to www.ispca.ie/rehoming if you would like to adopt one of our many cats who are looking for 
homes.  
 

The ISPCA could not carry out our vital work without our dedicated team of 
volunteers. The love and care volunteers give to the rescued animals that come 
into our Centres goes a long way towards helping them on their journey to being 
adopted by new families. The ISPCA is always looking for volunteers to help out at 
our National Animal Centre in Longford, our Equine Rescue Centre in Mallow, and 
our Animal Rehabilitation Centre in Donegal. 
 
Join TEAM ISPCA and sign up today  https://www.ispca.ie/volunteer 
 

Become an ISPCA Volunteer today!



8

A pair of ducks adopted from the ISPCA Equine 
Rescue Centre in Mallow have settled in well with 
their family of fowl. The family already had a 
number of rescued chickens and water fowl on 
their property. 
 
“When we heard about ducks that had been 
rescued and were with the ISPCA, we didn’t 
hesitate to offer help,” said adopter Eva. 
 
The family are incredibly fond of each of their 
rescue birds, and were delighted to welcome this 
pair of ducks. At first they were slightly nervous 
when approached, but after a few days and plenty 
of treats they settled right in. The two ducks love 
swimming in their family’s pond, and picking seeds 
alongside the chickens under the bird feeder. 
 
“Each one has a different personality which they 
express freely, as they are kept free-range on our 
property with plenty of stimulus,” Eva said. 
 
“Thank you ISPCA for your amazing work,” she 
added. We are delighted these birds are doing so 
well! 

Two ducks adopted from our Equine 
Rescue Centre in Mallow have settled in 
swimmingly

ISPCA #HappyTails

Follow us on social media for regular updates about our rescue work. 
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As summer temperatures increase, the ISPCA are offering 
advice for pet owners on how to keep their pets safe during 
periods of hot weather. 
 
Please be mindful that pets can quickly become dehydrated 
and overheat. It is best to walk dogs early in the morning and 
late in the evening when the sun is less strong and 
temperatures are cooler. 
 
Always have fresh water available for your pet; refresh and 
refill more often than on a normal day and leave extra if you are 
going out. Make sure they have access to shade, and keep 
them indoors in cooler rooms when the heat becomes too 
extreme. 
 
If you have a rabbit or other small mammals in the garden, keep 
their living quarters in the shade. You could also cover the 
front of their enclosures with newspaper as they can heat up 
very quickly. All caged animals, even if they are indoors, should 
be kept out of direct sunlight. 
 
Heatstroke can cause serious damage and even be fatal to 
pets. To avoid overheating, try not to overexert your pet. Please 
keep in mind that older or overweight animals, or animals with 
heart and lung conditions, and flat-faced pets such as pugs or 
Persian cats are more susceptible to overheating. 
 
Never leave your animal alone in a parked vehicle. Parking in 
the shade and leaving the windows cracked is not effective 
enough to cool the inside of a car. On a day that is 30°C or 
hotter, the inside of the car can reach fatal temperatures in 
under ten minutes. Dogs in particular are at risk because they 
cool themselves by panting. If the air becomes too hot, they are 
unable to regulate their body temperature. 
 
If you do see an animal locked in a car on a hot day, contact 
Gardaí or the ISPCA National Animal Cruelty Helpline on 
1890 515 515. 

Keep your pets 
safe during hot weather
Bear in mind that hot weather can be 
hazardous for pets. 

Know the warning signs for 
heatstroke: 

Excessive panting 
Increased heart rate 

Dry or pale gums 
Weakness, stupor or collapse 

If you do notice signs of 
overheating, act quickly:

Move your pet to a cooler area 
Spray with cool (not cold) water 

Give small amounts of cool 
water to drink 

Contact your vet immediately 



Ways to support the ISPCA
There are many ways you can support the animals in our care  

#RuntoRehome with us! Join Team ISPCA to take 
part in a fun run or marathon to support our work. 
Once you've officiallyregistered for your event, 
visit www.ispca.ie/marathons 

Leave a Legacy

Leaving a gift in your will to help the ISPCA means that your legacy lives on, long after you are gone.  Your support 
helps to save lives and goes a long way to helping the ISPCA maintain or expand our services. With 88% of total 
income received from public donations and legacies, we depend on public generosity to help animals that are 
suffering now. Gifts in wills enable the ISPCA to investigate complaints of animal cruelty, rescue and rehabilitate 
and then responsibly rehome animals where they will be loved and cared for, for the rest of their lives.   
 
When you choose to leave a gift to the ISPCA in your will, you are helping create new, better lives for the many 
animals we rescue from appalling situations. Once in our care, animals of all species are nurtured back to health, 
and they receive a clean bill of health before being responsibly rehomed. Leaving a gift in your will to the ISPCA 
means that we can continue our vital work well into the future. If you would consider supporting the ISPCA in your 
will, please visit our website for more information https://www.ispca.ie/legacies_new/ or call us on 043 33 
25035.  It doesn't matter how much or how little you can give, we are extremely grateful for this kindness.    
 

ISPCA Home Forever Programme
Do you worry what will happen to your pet after you are gone? The ISPCA has created the 
Home Forever Programme to make sure we are there if the worst should happen. If you 
become incapacitated, move into residential care or pass away, we will look after your pets. 
Home Forever gives you the peace of mind that there can still be a bright future ahead for your 
beloved pet. For more information about how to sign up, please get in touch or visit our 
website  https://www.ispca.ie/ispca_home_forever_programme/.
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Leave a legacy to support our work

Donate

Visit www.ispca.ie to make an online donation, 
or complete the form on the the next page 
and return it to us to sign up to give a monthly gift. 

ISPCA Home Forever Programme

Getting married?  Consider ISPCA Wedding Favours
As your wedding day approaches, make your day truly one to remember with ISPCA 
personalised wedding favours. As an alternative to traditional chocolates, animal lovers 
can include their own pets in their big day and help support less fortunate animals who 
have come into the care of the ISPCA. You will be presenting your guests with not only 
really thoughtful wedding gifts for them, but a life-saving gift for the ISPCA.  Call us on 
(043) 33 25035, email fundraising@ispca.ie or visit our website link below.  
 https://www.ispca.ie/wedding_favours 



ISPCA National Animal Centre, Derryglogher, Keenagh, Co. Longford N39 X257.  
Phone 043 332 5035  
Email fundraising@ispca.ie  
Report Cruelty 1890 515 515 RCN 20008734, CHY 5619

 irish.spca   @ISPCA1   ISPCA1   ispca_official  

SEPA Direct Debit Mandate 

Unique Reference Mandate: 
(To be completed by ISPCA)

By signing this mandate form, you authorise: (A) the ISPCA to send instructions to your bank to debit your account and (B) your bank to debit your account in accordance with 
the instructions from the ISPCA. As part of your rights, you are entitled to a refund from your bank under the terms and conditions of your agreement with your bank. A refund 
must be claimed within eight weeks starting from the date on which your account was debited.

Please complete the fields below

Name 

Address 

IBAN

BIC/Swift (Your BIC number may contain eight or eleven digits) Type of Payment

Recurrent   One Off

Creditor ISPCA   Credit Identifier 305658 ISPCA Sepa Identifie  IE82SDD305658 
Creditor Address ISPCA Head Office, National Animal Centre, Derryglogher, Keenagh, Co. Longford

Signature Date 

Note: Your rights regarding the above mandate are explained in a statement that you can obtain from your bank.

Yes! I want to start a monthly donation. 

 €10 a month   €21.00 a month €  a month 
 (approx €2.50 a week) (approx. €5.00* a week) 

€30.00 a month 
(approx. €7.50* a week) OR My Preferred Amount

Please debit my account on the:    1st  OR    17th  of each month.
*If you pay tax and donate €250 or more to the ISPCA in a given year, we can claim 45% in tax relief from Revenue at no extra cost to you.

For example, if you pay 12 monthly payments of €21 = €252, that could be worth €365 to the ISPCA with tax relief.

I would like to support the ISPCA
to help prevent animals suffering now

We’d love to keep you updated as to how your gifts are rescuing animals and preventing cruelty. Please tell us how you would like to hear from us. (by ticking these 
boxes you confirm you’re 16 years of age or over)

Email   Phone   SMS 

If you’d prefer not to receive updates by post please tick here 

If you already hear from us we will continue to contact you in line with your existing preferences plus any new ones selected above.
Should you wish to change your communication preferences or contact details, please email supportercare@ispca.ie or call (043) 33 25035 (3)

Please return this form to ISPCA, Derryglogher, Keenagh, Longford.

SEPA Direct Debit Mandate 

ISPCA National Animal Centre, Derryglogher, Keenagh, Co. Longford N39 X257.  
Phone 043 332 5035  
Email fundraising@ispca.ie  
Report Cruelty 1890 515 515 RCN 20008734, CHY 5619

 irish.spca   @ISPCA1   ISPCA1   ispca_official  

Please return this form to ISPCA, Derryglogher, Keenagh, Longford.

I would like to support the ISPCA  
to help prevent animals suffering now





ISPCA Equine Rescue Centre 
Dromsligo, 
Mallow 
Co. Cork P51 YF98 
T: 022 43218 
E: mallow@ispca.ie 

ISPCA National Animal Centre 
Derryglogher, 
Keenagh 
Co. Longford N39X 257 
T: 043 332 5035 
E: info@ispca.ie

National Animal Cruelty Helpline: 1890 515 515 
 

ISPCA Donegal Animal 
Rehabilitation Centre 
Barrack, Ballyare, Ramelton 
Co. Donegal F92 T1HR 
T: 074 9152360 
E: donegal@ispca.ie 

ISPCA Registered Charity Number 20008734, Registered Company Number 460571, CHY 5619

The ISPCA is Ireland's leading animal welfare charity. We 
investigate complaints of animal cruelty, neglect and abuse. 
 
We rescue, care for and treat thousands of animals across 
Ireland before they are responsibly rehomed. 
 
Our mission is that through education, legislation and ongoing 
support for our 16 affiliated members, we can prevent cruelty to 
animals. 
 
Please continue to support our vital work.    
 
Thank you.

WWW.ISPCA.IE 

#AdoptDontShop

#Rehome
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