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How you can help make a difference to 
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ISPCA Senior Inspector Lisa O’Donovan with rescued dog 
Timmy, who is now in safe and caring hands.

A world without animal cruelty – how a gift 
in your will can change the life of an animal 
that is suffering.



A message from Lisa:

We are working hard every day, changing the lives of the animals we 
rescue and giving them hope. Our goal is to prevent animal cruelty and 
to improve the lives of the animals who need us the most. We are busier 
than ever highlighting animal welfare issues, providing animal welfare 
advice, responding to reports of animal cruelty and educating pet 
owners of the future.  We believe every animal deserves to live a life free 
from cruelty, neglect and abuse. When we rescue animals that are in 
desperate need, they are taken into our care, treated and nurtured back 
to health, giving them a second chance of a happy new life.  

When someone decides to leave the ISPCA a life-saving gift in their 
will, their kindness and their generosity lives on, making an enormous 
difference to the animals that are suffering now, and well into the future. 
Your gift will directly enable us to continue creating hope for so many 
animals that we rescue from the most appalling conditions imaginable. 

Leaving a legacy gift to the ISPCA is a great way to make a real 
difference helping the animals who are voiceless and need us the most. 
We sincerely thank you for this support.



Caring for badly treated and neglected animals 
is the most important part of my job and it is 
only kind donations and gifts in wills that make 
it possible.

Mary Daly, ISPCA animal care assistant



A message from Mary, one of our animal carers at the National Animal 
Centre.

Many of the animals that come into our care have not been properly 
cared for or have been badly treated. They are often traumatised and 
very fearful of humans. 

Once they arrive at the Centre, their new journey begins and they slowly 
begin to trust humans again.

Most of the animals that are brought into the ISPCA need to stay with 
us for a considerable length of time as they recover. This involves a huge 
amount of time and dedication and our resources are always stretched. 

It is amazing to see the difference a few months can make to an animal 
that we have been caring for, and once they are in recovery, I go about 
finding them fabulous new homes. It is so rewarding for me when I 
prepare them for a new home, where they will be loved and cared for, for 
the rest of their lives. That’s what makes my job worthwhile; I am making 
a difference. We are truly grateful to animal lovers like you, who support 
our vital work.

Thank you!

Mary



You can help the ISPCA build 
a better future for neglected 
and cruelly treated animals.
Victor Dowling’s memory lives on as a direct 
result of a gift left in his will to the ISPCA 

The ISPCA dedicate the Equine Rescue Centre, Mallow, Co. Cork to the 
memory of the late Victor Dowling, a veterinary surgeon and committed 
animal lover, who kindly remembered the ISPCA in his will. 

The property was developed by the ISPCA and the Equine Rescue 
Centre and was opened in 2007 as a direct result of Victor’s life-saving 
legacy gift. The Centre accommodates hundreds of animals from 
the south of the country that have been cruelly treated, neglected 
or abused. Here they are treated and cared for, rehabilitated and 
responsibly rehomed. 

Victor’s legacy gift means that his memory lives on every single day, 
helping the animals who need us the most. 



Why leave a gift to the ISPCA in your will?
The ISPCA have never been busier or under so much pressure and our resources 
are extremely stretched. There are many areas in Ireland we are currently unable 
to reach and we need to increase the number of Inspectors (currently we have 
nine covering 17 counties). We aim to have an Inspector in every county across 
Ireland to make a real and lasting difference to the animals that need our help. 

We need to keep growing and developing our animal accommodation facilities 
to enable us to take in the volume of vulnerable animals that our Inspectors may 
need to remove from sub-standard situations. We often have to use private 
boarding kennels when our three rescue centres are full to capacity and there 
is often a list of animals waiting to be transported to our centres once space 
becomes available. 

We can do more if we have the resources, so we are appealing to animal lovers 
like you to help us continue the vital work of caring for Ireland’s most cruelly 
treated, neglected and abused animals so we can stamp out cruelty for good and 
bring about a day when we are no longer needed to rescue animals.



How a gift in your will can make 
a difference to the ISPCA
We hope that once you have looked after your family and friends, you 
might consider supporting the ISPCA in your will. It doesn’t matter how 
much or how little you can give, leaving a gift to the ISPCA means we 
can be sure that we can continue our vital work into the future.

People want to be remembered for making a difference, not just in life, 
but also after they’re gone. We see animal cruelty every single day 
and we also see how close it is to people’s hearts who want to help the 
ISPCA.

A lot of people don’t realise that 88% of the ISPCA’s income comes 
from gifts in wills and public donations. This support enables us to make 
a real difference to animals that are suffering now, and we are working 
hard to prevent cruelty in the future and for generations to come. 
Education is a large part of what we do, teaching empathy and how to 
be kind to all animals on the planet.



You can help us save the most vulnerable animals from
dreadful situations, ensuring that we can be there to help them. 

It costs over €50,000 to keep an ISPCA Inspector on the road. This 
includes vehicle costs, veterinary costs, uniform and equipment, 
administrative support and salary. With the majority of ISPCA funding 
received from public donations and gifts in wills, the ISPCA relies heavily 
on this vital support to continue our work preventing animal cruelty and 
alleviating animal suffering.

Gifts, no matter how big or small, will help animals who need us the 
most. Thank you for caring!



Leaving a gift in your will gives you peace of 
mind that you will be helping animals long into 
the future and after you’re gone, but keeping 
your legacy alive. 

Odhrán was only eight weeks old ... fix his little heart. The operation was 
going to cost the ISPCA as much as €2,000, but it was the only option for 
his survival. His surgery was a great success thanks to our supporters who 
helped us by making a kind donation to save his life. 

Denise McCausland, Centre Manager at Donegal Rehabilitation Centre 
(ARC), who looked after him, said:

“Odhrán deserved the very best chance to overcome his heart condition 
and live a full and happy life. We were so happy to be able to play a small 
part to save his life with the help of our amazing supporters.” Thank you so 
much!

In emergency situations like this, a gift in your will could help save
the lives of more puppies just like Odhrán. Can you help the ISPCA?



The Donegal ARC was built by the Donegal SPCA, thanks to a number of 
legacy gifts and donations. Following the completion of the new Centre, 
Donegal SPCA decided to hand it over to the ISPCA, who already have lots 
of experience managing two Centres in Longford and Mallow. The Donegal 
ARC was officially opened in 2018 and is going from strength to strength, 
helping so many animals in need.



Visit the ISPCA Memory Garden at the 
National Animal Centre
The ISPCA has created a stunning Memory Garden within the grounds 
of the National Animal Centre near Keenagh, Co Longford. The garden 
honours those who have remembered the ISPCA in their will, to help 
the animals in our care. Not only is the Memory Garden a place of 
remembrance for people and animals who have passed, it is also a place 
of solitude, peace and calm. It is our small way of thanking them and 
it also provides a quiet space for their family and friends to visit and 
remember them. 



The garden pays tribute to people who have supported the charity and it 
serves as a place of gratitude and reflection.

ISPCA Ambassador Ann Doyle, who officially opened the garden in 
2013, said:

“It is incredible to think that the ISPCA as a charity is utterly reliant on 
our support. I was delighted to help with their legacy programme, such 
an important fundraising arm for the ISPCA. A gift that people leave in 
their will is treasured, provides incredible help, and, as I’ve seen first-
hand, goes directly towards benefiting the animals in their care. This 
beautiful garden is a dedicated space honouring those who, through 
gifts in wills, have remembered the rescued animals in the care of the 
ISPCA. It is a wonderful place, a private haven of calm and solitude.”

The garden was designed by award-winning designer Sean Keighran, 
featuring a number of sculptures by local wood carver Richard Clarke, 
including a piece entitled ‘Mother Nature’ depicting various animals 
carved out of ash; the sculpture ’Eternal Flame‘ is carved from Laston 
cypress, conveying the continuance and care for animals that people 
have helped even though they have passed. Soft chimes echo around the 
garden as a tribute to the kind-hearted people who have helped animals 
by leaving a legacy. The chimes are complemented by birdsong and 
complete the beautiful and reflective environment. The original art and 
craftwork enhance the natural environment and the garden is also home 
to a variety of wildlife. Nearby, there is a memory board and a wishing-well 
along with a bench to sit and reflect. We welcome visitors to enjoy the 
beautiful surroundings of our memory garden and we hope it is enjoyed 
by many for years to come.



The ISPCA Cara Programme is a community 
scheme that provides pet companionship and 
support for senior citizens.

Pet companionship can be a great comfort and 
support to owners, providing physical, social and 
emotional benefits; particularly to those who might 
not have adequate social interaction or live isolated 
lives.

The Cara Programme breaks down the barriers of 
elderly pet ownership. Often the decision not to 
have a pet can be caused by concerns such as:

What would happen to 
my pet if I went into a 
nursing home or even 
passed away? 
If your family cannot 
take over the 
responsibility, the 
ISPCA will take back 
your pet and secure 
them a compassionate 
and safe home. (Where 
possible we will liaise 
with the new owners 
about visits to the 
nursing home.)

I don’t have a large 
income?
The ISPCA will ensure 
your new best friend 
is fully vaccinated, 
treated for parasites, 
neutered, micro-
chipped and has 
a full clean bill of 
health. The adoption 
fees are completely 
waived for ISPCA Cara 
Programme animals.

What about exercise? 
Exercising your pet is 
a great opportunity 
for social interaction, 
keeping healthy and 
maintaining a sense of 
purpose. However, we 
understand that as we 
get older we have less 
mobility. The dedicated 
team at the ISPCA 
will carefully select a 
suitable pet to match 
your energy levels. 

Email  info@ispca.ie for more info.

mailto:info@ispca.ie


Ask us about our  
Home Forever Programme

The ISPCA created the Home Forever programme to make sure 
that we’re there if the worst were to happen. If you become 
incapacitated, or move into residential care or pass away, we will 
be there to look after your pet(s). 

Our Home Forever Programme offers you peace of mind that 
there can still be a bright future ahead for your animals and 
we will be on hand to look after your pet(s) and will do all we 
can to ensure they are very well cared for by our trained and 
dedicated staff and ISPCA volunteers. Once vet checked, we 
will then search to find them loving new homes, in line with our 
rehoming policies and procedures. The ISPCA carry out home 
checks on all potential new pet owners and if approved, your 
pet(s) will be adopted to become part of a loving new family. Email 
supportercare@ispca.ie for more information. 

mailto:supportercare@ispca.ie


A will can ensure that your loved ones will be taken care of and that your 
wishes are carried out when you pass on. 

If you decide to include the ISPCA in your will, you should consult with your 
solicitor about the exact wording. It is very easy to make a will, but there are 
some legal formalities that must be complied with, so you should consult a 
solicitor. 

There are different types of bequests that you can make:

  A Residual Gift – this is the rest of your property that you have not 
already given away.

  A Pecuniary Gift – this is a gift of a specific amount of money.

  A Specific Gift – this is a gift of a specific item

A guide to include the ISPCA 
or update your will



Supporters often choose to leave the ISPCA a residual gift, which is a 
percentage of what is left, once loved ones have been looked after. Sample 
wording for including a residual gift can be:

I give all (or a ___% share of) the residual of my estate to the 

ISPCA, Registered Charity Number 20008734, Head Office, 

National Animal Centre, Derryglogher, Keenagh, Co. Longford 

N39X 257, for its general charitable purposes and I therefore 

direct that the receipt of the Treasurer or duly authorised officer 

shall be a valid and appropriate form of discharge. In all other 

respects, I confirm my will.

If you already have a will, it will be easy to amend it as minor changes do not 
require a new will. An existing will can be amended by preparing a document 
called a codicil, which is used to make specific changes or additions to your 
will while leaving the remaining provisions untouched. Your solicitor will help, 
but the wording can be:

I (name) ____________ of (address) ____________ ____________ 

___________ declare this to be my first codicil to my last will 

dated (date). I give (add details of gift) to the ISPCA, Registered 

Charity Number 20008734, Head Office, National Animal Centre, 

Derryglogher, Keenagh, Co. Longford N39X 257, for their general 

charitable purposes and I direct that the receipt of the Treasurer 

or duly authorised officer shall be a valid and appropriate form of 

discharge. In all other respects, I confirm my will. 

Some people choose to leave a pecuniary gift, which is a gift of a specified sum of 
money or a specific gift item, for which we are grateful. 

Remembering the ISPCA in your will means you will be leaving a legacy to help 
protect vulnerable animals for many generations to come.

Thank you 
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Thank you for letting us know that you are considering 
leaving a gift in your will to support the ISPCA

Once you’ve had the time to reflect and discuss your 
wishes with those who are close to you, we’d love to know your intentions as it will 
help us plan for the future to ensure we can maximise our resources to protect 
Ireland’s most vulnerable animals. 

If you have decided to support the many animals that depend on the ISPCA, we 
would appreciate if you could return this form to us. 

FIRST NAME:  __________________  SURNAME:  ______________________________

ADDRESS:  ______________________________________________________________

PHONE:  ______________________  EMAIL:  __________________________________

 I have left a percentage of my estate to the ISPCA 

 I have included a gift of € _________ in my will to the ISPCA

 I have left an item of property to the ISPCA

 I would prefer not to say

Please return this form in confidence to 

ISPCA Supporter Care, Unit 4, Northwood House, Northwood Business Campus, 
Santry, Dublin 9, D09 YT57

MESSAGE



If you would like to hear more about our vital work, we’d love to keep in touch with you. 
It also means we can keep you up to date with how your support can help the animals 
we rescue every day. This may include supporter’s newsletters and updates, appeals 
and fundraising activities, volunteering opportunities, animal welfare campaigns and 
shop products. Your details will only be used by the ISPCA. We’ll never share your 
information with other organisations to use for their own marketing purposes. If at any 
time you decide you’d like to change how we communicate with you, or you don’t want 
to hear from us again, that’s okay! You can opt out of communications or change your 
preferences at any time by emailing us at supportercare@ispca.ie or call  
(087) 051 2603. Please tell us how you would like to hear from us.

 News & Campaigns   Online Shop
 Fundraising & Events   Volunteering

Contact me by: Email   Phone   Post   SMS 

If you already hear from us, we will continue to contact you in line with your existing 
preferences plus any new ones selected above.

ISPCA Cork
Dromsligo,  

Mallow,
Co. Cork, P51 YF98

ISPCA Longford
Derryglogher,  

Keenagh, 
Co. Longford,  

N39X 257

ISPCA Donegal
Barrack,  
Ballyare,  

Ramelton,  
Co. Donegal,  

F92 T1HR

ISPCA Dublin
Unit 4,  

Northwood House, 
NorthWood Business 

Campus, Santry,  
Dublin 9, D09 YT57

We are grateful for your support which will help us plan for a
better future to help vulnerable animals across Ireland.

WWW.ISPCA.IE
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