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Manifesto for 
animals...

Make your vote count 
for animal welfare

Our vision: To end cruelty to animals in Ireland 



MANIFESTO FOR ANIMALS
Why you should vote in the general election
Animal welfare is an important societal issue. With the General Election to be held on 26th 
February 2016, you will have an opportunity to vote for those candidates that support animal 
welfare. Your vote can make a difference. By asking your candidates their views on key animal 
welfare issues you can gauge their support and raise the profile of these issues. By raising these issues 
with prospective candidates you will help to promote animal welfare through the course of the next government.

We have listed below the key animal welfare issues in Ireland today and have listed the actions we would like to see the next 
government take to continue the improvements in animal welfare achieved over the course of the previous government.

To find out more about the ISPCA please visit www.ispca.ie   

Key Animal Welfare Issues
Animal Health and Welfare Act

The introduction of the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 in March 2014 was a significant 
step forward for animal welfare in Ireland. ISPCA Inspectors have been Authorised 

Officers under the Act since May 2014 and in 2015 initiated 35 prosecutions relating to 
companion animals and equines, nine of which have been in finalised in court. However, 
we continue to see more and more instances of animal abandonment, neglect and 
cruelty. Responsible pet ownership is at the heart of animal welfare in Ireland. 

Microchipping of Dogs
The introduction of the Microchipping of Dogs Regulations 2015 is welcome and if 
properly enforced will result in traceability and accountability for dog owners. From 

September 1st 2015, all puppies must be microchipped by the age of 12 weeks or before 
they leave the breeding premises. This will be extended to all dogs in Ireland from 31st 

March 2016. 

Dog Breeding Establishments Act
The ISPCA has witnessed significant problems with dog breeding in Ireland. In April 2015, the ISPCA 

removed 340 dogs and 11 horses from a licensed and registered dog breeding establishment that were being kept in 
horrendous conditions. Our Inspectors have also visited several other registered DBEs where standards are poor and 
the breeders are not complying with the relevant legislation. 

The ISPCA would like the next government to:
• Conduct a full audit of animal welfare issues in Ireland
The ISPCA would like to see an independent audit of animal welfare issues in Ireland covering companion animals, 
equines, farm animals, wild animals and animals used for entertainment, sport and research. 

•  Increase financial support for animal welfare charities
Animal welfare charities are often left to pick up the pieces when the welfare of animals is compromised. Although ex 
gratia grants to animal welfare charities have increased in recent years, more funding should be made available for 
reputable animal welfare organisations.

• Promote responsible pet ownership through the school curriculum
The ISPCA believes that education is the key to better animal welfare in Ireland. We would like to see animal welfare 
lessons and activities introduced to the curriculum of all schools in Ireland. 

•  Ensure tougher sentences for those found guilty of animal cruelty 
The Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013, introduced in March 2014 is a strong piece of 
legislation but enforcement is inconsistent and sentences issued to date are no deterrent 
to animal abusers. We would like to see higher fines imposed, jail sentences for the most 
serious cases and life bans on keeping animals imposed to prevent those found guilty 
of animal abuse from reoffending. The ISPCA would like to see sentencing guidelines 
introduced for courts.
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• Conduct a full review of the Dog Breeding Establishments Act 2010 (DBEA)

The ISPCA believes that the Dog Breeding Establishment Act 2010 which regulates dog 
breeding in Ireland should be reviewed. Puppy farming is a serious problem in Ireland. 
Currently anyone with 6 or more breeding bitches must be licensed and registered by 
the local authority. Dogs are social animals and this must be reflected in the regulations. 
The ISPCA would like to see a minimum ratio of carers to dogs introduced to ensure high 
welfare standards and to ensure that all dogs are properly socialised. We would also like to 
see the introduction of random, unannounced inspections carried out by the Department of 
Agriculture, local authorities and the ISPCA.

• Ensure the closure of any dog breeding establishment that is found to be 
acting illegally or below an acceptable standard
The ISPCA has encountered a number of unlicensed and unregistered dog breeding establishments which 
have not been prosecuted by the local authority responsible for enforcing the legislation. In some cases those acting 
illegally have simply been invited to apply for a license. We believe that any dog breeder found to be acting illegally 
should be prosecuted. Any subsequent application for a license should be refused.

• Make resources available to ensure consistent enforcement of the Animal Health and Welfare 
Act (AHWA) and the Dog Breeding Establishments Act (DBEA)

The inconsistent and patchy enforcement of the AHWA and DBEA is partly due to limited resources at the Department 
of Agriculture and local authorities. The ISPCA believes that adequate funding should be made available to ensure that 
the legislation is fully enforced and that anyone found to be acting illegally is prosecuted.

• Ensure adequate resources are available to enforce equine legislation
The ISPCA supports the introduction of legislation relating to the identification of equines but would like to see more 
consistent enforcement of microchipping, registration of equine premises and transfer of ownership regulations as we 
believe traceability is vital to ensure accountability.

• Stop live exports to non-EU countries where welfare standards at the final destination cannot 
be assured. 
The ISPCA believes that all food animals should be humanely slaughtered as near as possible to the point of production 
and should not be exported to countries that do not apply the same animal welfare standards that apply within the EU.

• Introduce a complete ban on the use of wild animals in travelling circuses
The ISPCA believes that travelling circuses can never provide a suitable environment for wild animals such as tigers, 
lions and elephants. We believe that the welfare of wild animals is compromised by regular transport, loading and 
unloading, noise and lights. Many countries around the world have introduced bans or partial bans on the use of wild 
animals in circuses. We also believe that coercing wild animals to perform unnatural behaviours is morally and ethically 
unacceptable.

• Introduce a complete ban on the hunting of wild mammals with hounds
Hunting wild mammals with hounds is cruel and out dated and has been banned in Scotland, England 
and Wales. Scientific research has shown that the welfare of a fox pursued by hounds is severely 
compromised and death is rarely instantaneous, contrary to the claims of the hunting industry. 
The ISPCA would support transition to drag hunting where a scent trail is followed by hounds 
and riders can enjoy their activity without it ending in cruelty.

• Introduce a complete ban on coursing live hares
In 2015, almost 7000 hares were taken from the wild to be used in live coursing events 
by licensed coursing clubs. Despite the greyhounds being muzzled, the hares suffer fear 
and distress and some are killed or seriously injured and have to be euthanised. The ISPCA 
believes that live hares should not be used for this activity and alternatives should be 
introduced.

• Phase out fur farming
Fur farming is cruel and unnecessary in the current age. Confined to small cages, animals reared 
for fur such as mink often express stereotypic behaviour, a clear sign of distress. Fur farming has been 
banned or phased out in most EU Member States.

WWW.ISPCA.IE



Questions to ask candidates in your area:

1.) What are your views on animal welfare?

2.) Would you support animal welfare being taught in all schools as part of the curriculum?

3.) Do you support stronger penalties for those convicted of animal welfare offences?

4.) What are your views on blood sports such as fox hunting and live hare coursing?

5.) Do you agree that wild animals should be banned from travelling circuses?

6.) Do you agree that the live export of food animals to countries outside the EU should be banned?

7.) Would you support stronger animal welfare legislation?

 Use your vote wisely 
vote for better animal welfare in Ireland

“The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can 
be judged by the way its animals are treated. I hold that 
the more helpless a creature the more entitled it is to 
protection by man from the cruelty of humankind.”

Mahatmi Gandhi 
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