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I hope you all enjoy our
newsletter and you get a
flavour of the work achieved
by the ISPCA.

2013 draws to a close after a
wonderful summer, but we

are only too aware that we still need to be fully
prepared for whatever the coming winter months
may bring. The ISPCA has never had so many
neglected horses, ponies and donkeys in our care
and feed is expected to be expensive and scarce.

Whilst we continue to have a huge increase in the
numbers of animals in difficulty, unwanted,
abandoned and severely neglected, because of
your help and support we have been able to make
a great difference to many abused animals and for
that we are deeply grateful . We continue to
encourage everyone to rehome a pet that has been
rescued and give them a second chance. Many
lovely cats and dogs are waiting to be your special
friend, given the opportunity.

Our feral cat neutering scheme throughout the
country has succeeded in preventing a huge
number of unwanted kittens.

This year will be a most important one for Animal
Welfare in Ireland with the implementation of the
new Animal Health and Welfare Act, which is due
in October. We have been working with the 1911
legislation for many years and look forward to this
change with great enthusiasm.

We appreciate that times are difficult but we
really need your help and support in the coming
months. Be alert, be aware, cruelty and neglect
can happen anywhere. If you are concerned about
the welfare of any animal, please contact our
confidential ISPCA National Animal Cruelty
Helpline on 1890 515 515.

Best wishes,

Barbara Bent
ISPCA Chairperson

Chairperson’s welcome Contents
Dear ISPCA Friends and Supporters,

About the ISPCA
The Irish Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (ISPCA) is the largest
national animal welfare charity
and represents 19 affiliated
member societies. Together the
ISPCA and our members rescue,
care for and rehabilitate thousands of animals
every year and responsibly rehome them in loving
new homes. Our mission is to prevent cruelty to
animals, to promote animal welfare and relieve
animal suffering in Ireland.

ISPCA National Animal Cruelty
Helpline 1890 515 515
If you believe an animal is being cruelly treated,
neglected or abused, please call our confidential
cruelty helpline on 1890 515 515 or visit
www.ispca.ie to report online in complete
confidence.

ISPCA National Animal Centre (Head Office)
Derryglogher, Keenagh, Co. Longford
T: 043 33 25035
E: info@ispca.ie
Visiting hours are Wednesday to Sunday inclusive
from 11:30am to 4pm daily 
(closed Christmas Day and New Year’s Day)

ISPCA Victor Dowling Equine Rescue Centre
Dromsligo, Mallow, Co. Cork
T: 022 43218
E: victordowling@eircom.net
Visits by appointment only

www.ispca.ie 
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Equine Welfare Concerns still
on the increase

The ISPCA continues to
highlight serious equine
welfare concerns as the
charity struggles with 
an increased number of
calls for help.
Recent figures show huge
increases in complaint volumes
and in the numbers of animals
whose seizure or surrender has
been organised by the charity’s
team of inspectors. While this
trend is evident for all species,
the statistics for equines are
particularly startling.

There has been a 160% increase
in the number of equines taken
into care so far in 2013 as
compared with the same period
last year. In the first half of this
year the ISPCA has received
almost as many equine related
cruelty allegations as it did in all
of 2012.

It is not possible for a charity
such as the ISPCA to cope with
these demands and the
organisation is calling on the
Department of Agriculture to
enforce Equine Identification
and Registration of Premises
Regulations and for the Local
Authorities to take responsibility
where ownership of equines in
urban areas is unclear.

We predict a large
number of equines
will suffer this

winter, many dumped and
left to starve and sadly we
won’t be able to help them
all. We are asking horse
owners to take their
responsibilities seriously,
make preparations for feed
early and if in need
of help seek it as
soon as possible.

Barbara Bent, ISPCA Chairperson.

“

”

Copper before and after rehabilitation
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Shocking Act of Animal Cruelty

These two collie
puppies had a lucky
brush with the law
when Roscommon
Gardaí came to their
rescue.

Garda Alma Delaney and Garda
John Duggan responded to a call
from a member of the public
who had heard the sound of
pups crying coming from a
fertilizer bag thrown in a drain
in Ballydangan, Co Roscommon.

Thelma and Louise had a lucky brush with
the Law

ISPCA Inspector Karen Lyons with Thelma & Louise
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The concerned individual had
tried to help but could not reach
the bag.

The Gardaí were able to retrieve
the bag and found the two
puppies tied inside and
contacted the ISPCA for help. The
puppies were taken to the
National Animal Centre where
they are being cared for and
overcoming their ordeal.

Inspector Karen Lyons who
collected the puppies from the
Garda Station commented 

What can you do if you think
an animal is suffering
Call the ISPCA National Animal Cruelty
Helpline in confidence on 1890 515 515 or
report cruelty, neglect or abuse online
www.ispca.ie.

We need your help to prevent animals
suffering so please report any concerns
quickly so we can help.

We would like to tell you that
stories like these are a thing of
the past or few and far between
but we cannot. Animal abuse is
unfortunately an everyday
occurrence. The ISPCA is 

consistently operating at full
capacity in responding to calls
for help, care  and rehabilitating
rescued animals from puppy
farms, animal hoarders, abusive
and neglectful owners.

These puppies are
approximately 3

months old, they are very
friendly and seem to be
well socialised. I find it
impossible to understand
why anyone could
do such a thing.

“
”

Thelma & Louise in Roscommon Garda Station

The fertilizer bag in which the puppies 
were found 
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Merlot the Kitten on the road 
to recovery

A concerned staff
member from the
Wineport Restaurant in
Glasson, Co. Westmeath
contacted the ISPCA
National Animal
Cruelty Helpline,

some of the pads were missing
leaving the bone exposed. He
was brought immediately to a
local veterinary practitioner for
assessment and received much
needed pain relief. The injury
was so severe it was initially
thought Merlot would have to
have his leg amputated.
Thankfully, under veterinary
supervision, it was decided to try
a course of treatments in an
effort to save his leg.

Merlot has received great care at
the ISPCA National Animal
Centre with bandage changes
every second day. He has been a
model patient and, despite all he
has been through, he continues
to be a very affectionate little
fellow. The Vet and ISPCA staff
were delighted his wound
healed so well.

The ISPCA is very grateful to the
Wineport Restaurant for
reporting the call and who very
generously sponsored a prize of
a fantastic midweek VIP
experience. Huge
congratulations to Michelle Peat
who was the lucky winner of the
prize!

Thanks to all of you, our
supporters and friends for
helping Merlot recover by
highlighting his story. He now
has a fantastic new home!  

Thank you 

There are many cats and 
kittens waiting for new homes.
Please check out our rehoming
section on www.ispca.ie to find
the purrrfect feline for you.

about an injured kitten found
close to their premises. The staff
attempted to catch the kitten
but he was very distressed and
nervous due to his injury and
could not be caught. ISPCA
Inspector Karen Lyons
responded to an appeal for help
and was able to quickly secure
the cat, later named Merlot, by
using an ISPCA cat trap.

Only then was the extent of his
injury clear. His left front paw
had been severely injured and 

Merlot before and during rehabilitation
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The ISPCA recently launched a community based programme that provides
pet companionship and support for senior citizens.

The ISPCA’s new pet adoption
scheme offers a wonderful
opportunity to team up elderly
people with older and more
settled pets that may have been
overlooked in favour of cute
puppies and kittens.

The initiative breaks down
barriers of elderly pet ownership
and reinforces why seniors
should adopt a pet for
companionship.

Animals at the ISPCA National
Animal Centre will be behaviour
tested by our experienced staff
to ensure the most suitable pet
is matched with the right home.
The adoption donation is waived
and if any circumstances
change, the pet can be returned
to the National Animal Centre.

Owning a pet
ensures love and

companionship every day
which really motivates us
all as we get older to get 
out in the fresh air with our 
pet -  exercise being good
for everyone. No greater 

deterrent to uninvited
guests than a dog with a
good strong bark who
alerts us in all situations. It
is a great way to meet
people and share stories
with other pet owners
while out walking. It’s a
win win relationship
for everyone.
Barbara Bent, ISPCA Chairperson

ISPCA Launch New
Pet Adoption Scheme 

Larry Hillary Russell Mike T

Maverick being
behaviour tested at
the National Animal
Centre.

“

”

“Pets can have a profound and
positive impact on people. Age
Action is delighted to support the
ISPCA’s new pet adoption scheme
that helps animals, and also helps
to improve people’s lives”

Daragh Matthews,
Business Development 
at Age Action

Further information is available
on www.ispca.ie.
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Microchipping is
universally recognised as
the most effective way
to have your adored pet
made permanently
identifiable.

The microchip is about the size
of a grain of rice and is inserted
under the skin of an animal. The
chip stores a number which is
unique to your pet and which
can be read by an electronic
scanner. Your contact details are
connected to the chip number
which is held on a database.

Microchipping your pet gives
you  great peace of mind in the
event that your pet goes
missing. Stray pets that are
picked up by the local dog
warden, taken to a vet, or
rescued by the ISPCA, will
automatically be scanned for a
microchip. Along with an ID tag
on the collar, a microchip greatly  

The benefits of
microchipping to

animal welfare are clear. We
have witnessed first-hand
how a microchip can allow
a pet to be reunited with its
loving owner when this
would otherwise not have
been the case. But it is vital
that you keep your details
updated to ensure that you
can be contacted

Inspectorate Supervisor,
Conor Dowling.

The ISPCA offered a free
microchipping day at the
National Animal Centre recently
and many veterinary practices
around the country offered
discounted microchipping rates
throughout the month of
September.

“

”

Pat McGrath from 
River Inny Veterinary,

Ballymahon with Dexter
and family pet Taz

The ISPCA encourages all pet owners to

Please Microchip
their Pets

Wedding 
Favours
For couples getting married
please consider our
personalised wedding
favours that will make your
special day one to really
remember.

Our beautiful cards can even
feature your own pet.

Contact Clare on
043 3325035,
email fundraising@ispca.ie
or visit www.ispca.ie  
for further information.

increases your chances of being
reunited with your pet, so why
take the risk?
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Earlier this year, Anne Doyle became 
an ISPCA Ambassador, and officially
opened the ISPCA Memory Garden
as a tribute to honour those who have remembered
the work of the ISPCA, and the animals in our care,
by leaving a gift in their Will.

It is incredible to think that the
ISPCA as a charity is utterly reliant

on our support. I was delighted to help with
their legacy programme, such an important
fundraising arm for the ISPCA. A gift that
people leave in their Will is treasured,
provides incredible help, and, as I’ve seen
first-hand, goes directly towards benefitting
the animals in their care. The beautiful
Memory Garden is a dedicated space
honouring those who, through legacy/Will
donations and Gifts in Memory, have
remembered the animals in the care of the
ISPCA, and the work that the Society
does. It is a wonderful place, a
private haven of calm and solitude.

Anne Doyle, ISPCA Ambassador

The garden, designed
by award winning
designer Sean
Keighran, features a
number of sculptures
by local wood carver
Richard Clarke,
including a piece
entitled ‘Mother
Nature’ depicting
various animals carved out of ash. The sculpture
’Eternal Flame‘ is carved from Laston Cypress,
conveying the continuance and care for animals
that people have helped even though they have
passed. Alongside these are the benches, memory
board, wishing well, wicker arch and memory tree
where you can tie a ribbon to honour those who
have died and whom you wish to remember.

Built with the support of students from
Lanesborough Community College, volunteers and
staff of Google, the garden was created to
compliment nature and its surrounding woodland.
Not only is the Memory Garden a place of
remembrance, it is also a place of solitude, peace
and calm. The original art and craftwork enhance
the natural environment, and invites and welcomes
visitors to enjoy the beautiful surroundings. We
hope it is enjoyed by many for years to come.

“

”

ISPCA Memory Garden  
ISPCA Ambassador Anne Doyle opening the Memory Garden
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My Dog Ate It
Are you a Teacher? 
Student? 
School Principal? 
Would you like to raise awareness in
your school  regarding animal welfare
AND raise vital funds for the ISPCA?  

If so, speak to your head teacher about taking part in
the ISPCA’s My Dog Ate It  homework pass sale.

This simple and fun event is really easy to organise
and run. All the funds will go to help rehabilitate the
animals in our care. We will provide you with a pack
that contains everything you need to make this a
successful event. Please email fundraising@ispca.ie
or telephone 043 33 25035 (ext 3) .

As part of our educational policy the ISPCA
invites school tours to visit the National Animal
Centre. To book a school visit (Wednesdays to
Fridays), please email the Centre Manager at
nac@ispca.ie or call  043 33 25035.

www.ispca.ie 

ISPCA

ISPCA Welcome School Visits
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What would happen to the
thousands of animals that need
our help if we were not here?
The ISPCA is entirely dependent
on our supporters, people just
like you. Without your
compassion and generosity the
ISPCA simply would not exist.
There are so many ways in
which our supporters help
animals that depend on the
ISPCA’s services, but to ensure that
the ISPCA continues to provide
vital help and care to those that
need us, we rely heavily on
legacies – gifts in wills.

Providing for your friends and
family is important, but we hope
you will consider including a gift
in your will for the ISPCA, for the
animals that need our care. If you
have decided to include a gift in
your will for the ISPCA, thank you
so much for your generosity.

Best Will in the World runs from
21st to 25th October highlighting
the importance a gift left in a
will can make to a charity.

If you would like to receive
impartial advice on creating or
amending your will and would
be interested in leaving a
bequest to charity, Best Will in
the World has enlisted solicitors
all over the country to give an
impartial consultation for €50.

Visit www.mylegacy.ie for more
information.

I give a sum of_________ / all / a ___________% share of the
residue of my estate, to the Irish Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals, ISPCA Head Office, National Animal Centre,
Keenagh, Co Longford (Charity number CHY 5619, Company No
460571) for its general charitable purposes and I direct that the
receipt of the Treasurer or duly authorised officer shall be a
valid and appropriate form of discharge.

Remember them in your Will
The suggested wording for a bequest to the ISPCA may be helpful

Telling us about your gift will
help us feel confident that there
is a future for the ISPCA and the
sick and injured animals we help.
Please be assured that any
information you choose to
disclose about your will or the
gift you have included in it for the
ISPCA will be treated with the
utmost respect and in the
strictest confidence.

Further information on legacies
please email brid@ispca.ie or
call 043 3325035 (ext 5)
in the strictest of confidence.

Their lives are in our hands...our future 
is in yours!

30,000 Reasons to Thank our Tax Relief Donors
We would like to say a sincere
“Thank You” to everyone who
has already sent back their tax
back forms. So far we have
managed to claim back a
staggering €30,000!

And, it’s not too late! We are able
to claim back the tax for the last
4 years (2009-2012), so if you
haven’t already done so and are
a PAYE employee and have
donated over €250 in any one
year, please put it at the top of
your ‘to do’ list.

The great thing about tax relief
is, if a supporter is a PAYE
employee and donates over €250
per year, we can make their   

donation go much further at no
cost to them. The CHY2 form
allows the ISPCA to claim back
from the Revenue Commissioner
the tax paid on the donation.
For example, a €250 donation
made by someone who is taxed
at 41% would be worth an extra
€173.72 (total donation would 
be €423.72).

Rules Are Changing
From 1st January 2013 new rules
apply to tax effective giving:
1: The ISPCA can now reclaim the 

tax on donations from self-
assessed tax payers as well  as   
PAYE employees. This will be    
done at a new ‘blended’ rate 
of 31%.

2: Donors can sign the new CHY3
“enduring” form. This approved 
certificate covers qualifying 
donations for a five year period 
meaning less paperwork for
us all. We’ll be posting our 
donors the CHY3 “enduring”
form in the near future.

Please contact brid@ispca.ie to
request tax relief forms or phone
043 33 25035 ext 5. We will soon
be contacting donors by phone to
encourage outstanding CHY2
forms for 2012 to be returned.

N.B. There is no change to the Corporate
Tax Relief. Companies continue to treat
donations as a normal business expense
and there is no upper limit on the
amount that can be donated.



Personal Details

NAME:

ADDRESS:

EMAIL:

PHONE: MOBILE:

PLEASE RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO:
ISPCA Head Office, National Animal Centre, Derryglogher Lodge, Keenagh, Co. Longford.
Telephone 043 33 25035, email fundraising@ispca.ie, website www.ispca.ie 
For security reasons please do not send cash. Please DO NOT send this form to your Bank. Thank You.

Direct Debit (monthly/or sign up online)

€4 €10      €15     €21* OTHER € PER MONTH

Bank Name:

Branch address:

Account name:

IBAN:                                                          

BIC:                                      

Preferred Debit Date:  1st          17th

Your Instruction to your Bank, and your signature
- I instruct you to pay Direct Debits from my account at the request of the ISPCA
- I shall notify the Bank in writing if I wish to cancel this instruction. I shall also notify ISPCA of such cancellations.

Signature:                                                       Date:

Originators identification: No. (OIN) 3 0 5 6 5 8     Originators Reference  ISPCA

* Gifts of €250 in one year (€21 per month) will be worth an extra 45% to us at no extra cost to you.

ISPCA Bank Details
Bank:  AIB, 40/42 Ranelagh, Dublin 6   Account No:  12582-378  Sort Code: 93-12-92    Account Name: ISPCA
IBAN: IE23 AIBK 9312 9212 582378     BIC: AIBKIE2D

If you would like to receive email updates of news and stories please tick here

Please send me further information on leaving a legacy to the ISPCA. Please tick here

I would like to support the ISPCA to help 
prevent animals suffering now
Your support means they will have a safe and secure future.

Your information may also be used by the ISPCA to advise you of other activities and initiatives which may be of interest to you.  
If you do not wish to receive such information/newsletter, please tick here.  

*Please note that if you provide your e-mail address we will use it for sending you receipts and keeping you informed of our work. 

Please note that some banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit
instructions for some types of account. e.g. savings accounts

By signing this mandate form, you authorise (A) the ISPCA to send instructions to your bank to debit your account
and (B) your bank to debit your account in accordance with the instructions from the ISPCA.  As part of your
rights, you are entitled to a refund from your bank under the terms and conditions of your agreement with your
bank.  A refund must be claimed within 8 weeks starting from the date on which your account was debited.
Note: Your rights regarding the above mandate are explained in a statement that you can obtain from your bank.

Hannah meets her hero!
Eight year old Hannah
MacMahon has a big
heart for animals and
dreams of becoming an
ISPCA vet. She is well on
her way to achieving her
goal. The Co Louth girl is
actively helping animals
that have been cruelly
treated or neglected! 

A staunch fan of TV3’s
Animal A&E, Hannah was
over the moon when she
got the chance to meet
her hero Chief Inspector
Conor Dowling on her
recent visit to the ISPCA
National Animal Centre
in County Longford.

The kind hearted eight
year old celebrated her
communion earlier  this
year and instead of a
present from her parents,
Hannah asked if she
could visit the Rescue and
Rehabilitation Centre to
make a donation to help
the ISPCA.

Thank you for reading
our newsletter and for
your continued support,
making a difference for
animal welfare in
Ireland.


