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busy as ever, responding to allegations of cruelty, 
neglect and abuse that come from members of the 
public who are concerned about animal welfare. 
 
Twenty-one ISPCA initiated prosecutions were 
finalised in court during 2017— the most ever 
recorded in a single year. Last year also saw the first 
custodial sentences imposed under the Animal 
Health and Welfare Act 2013 (AHWA), including an 18- 
month sentence handed down to a Donegal man after 
he was found guilty of cruelty offences. 
 
To date in 2018, 14 prosecutions initiated by the 
ISPCA under AHWA have been finalised in court. 
While many of our supporters may have been 
disappointed with the penalties imposed by the 
courts, the statutory powers our Inspectors have is 
making an impact and we will continue to hold animal 
abusers to account. 
 
I would like to thank our ISPCA affiliated members 
who attended our Annual General Meeting in June and 
who heard about the difference the ISPCA is making. 
You can find out more about our work and its impact 
in our 2017 Annual Report, which can be downloaded 
from our website. 

Message from our CEO Dr Andrew Kelly
June 2018 also saw the opening of our third animal 
centre, the Donegal Animal Rehabilitation Centre (ARC). 
We would like to thank our affiliated member, Donegal 
SPCA, for the hard work they have put in to ensure the 
successful completion of the building project. The ARC 
is already making a difference for animals in Donegal. 
We hope to be able to build more animal centres 
around the country in coming years. 
 
We are also tackling puppy farming on the ground with 
two illegal puppy farms identified and closed down over 
the past few months. The ISPCA seized 120 dogs, 
including 23 puppies. Investigations continue and we 
hope to see successful prosecutions in due course. 
 
A further 27 puppies were intercepted by Police 
Scotland at Cairnryan ferry port and returned to Ireland, 
where they were cared for at the ISPCA National 
Animal Centre before being responsibly rehomed (see 
page 4). 
 
The ISPCA has achieved a lot over the last few years 
but we have more to fight for in 2018. Our dream is to 
end animal cruelty in Ireland, but we can’t do it without 
you. Please consider a regular gift to the ISPCA, or a 
once-off donation to help us in our fight to save 
animals. You can find out how you can contribute to 
our work within this newsletter. Thank you for your 
continued support.   

Welcome to the 
Autumn/Winter edition of 
our newsletter. The ISPCA 
has been busy this year, 
with calls to our helpline 
up 11% from the same 
period last year. Our 
animal centres have 
continued to operate at 
full capacity, and our 
Inspectors are as

Dr Andrew Kelly 
CEO



IPAAG launches 
#PuppyDotCon campaign
The Irish Pet Advertising Advisory Group (IPAAG), of 
which the ISPCA is a founding member, has launched 
a campaign to raise awareness about the dangers of 
responding to online pet advertisements. 
 
A thought provoking video called #PuppyDotCon 
accompanies the campaign. It demonstrates how 
easy it is to be fooled by unscrupulous breeders, and 
highlights the dangers of buying a pet online. 
 
Although the ISPCA and IPAAG encourage adopting a 
pet from a reputable animal welfare organisation, we 
recognise that more people than ever are looking 
online when they decide to get a pet. IPAAG urges 
members of the public who are intent on buying a 
puppy or other pet online to do their research first, 
look out for red flags in online advertisements, and 
be armed with the information required before 
making any decision. 
 
Thousands of puppies are advertised via online 
classified websites in Ireland every month, 
highlighting the sheer scale of the demand from 
people opting to purchase a pet online. Being able to 
advertise puppies for sale online makes it very easy 
for unscrupulous breeders to conceal the 
substandard conditions in which their puppies are 
bred. The ISPCA and other animal welfare 
organisations regularly hear from individuals and 
families who purchased a pet from an online 
advertisement only for it to fall sick or even die soon 
afterward. 
 
Gordon, a father from Dublin, and his family went 
through such a tragedy after purchasing a puppy 
from an online advert. He bought the puppy for his 
daughter, who is in first year at school. 
 
“My daughter suffers from anxiety,” Gordon said. “We 
thought having a puppy would help her make friends 
—sharing photos and videos, bringing the puppy 
around school when we collect her.” 
 
Gordon’s daughter was excited to have a new puppy 
in the house. But it only took a day for him to realise 
something was terribly wrong.
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Within two days, the puppy was severely ill. She was 
lethargic, vomiting and had diarrhoea. 
 
Gordon rushed the puppy to the vet, where it was 
confirmed she had parvovirus, a viral infection that is 
often fatal to puppies. The puppy was transferred to 
the Pet Emergency Hospital at UCD where she was on 
a drip. But, sadly like many puppies who contract the 
virus, she didn’t survive. 
 
In Gordon’s tragic case, he was left with a bill of more 
than €1,300, a devastated family, and no puppy. 
Puppies need to be vaccinated against parvovirus by a 
vet from 6 weeks of age, before they are old enough to 
be sold. 
 
When Gordon bought his puppy, the breeder gave him a 
vaccination card for her. It had a sticker and initials, 
but it had not been stamped by a vet, indicating the 
card may have been fake. 
 
“We also have another older dog, thank god he didn’t 
get parvo,” said Gordon. “We had to throw out all the 
new bedding, dog bowls, and toys.” 
 
IPAAG Chairperson and ISPCA CEO Dr Andrew Kelly 
said: “We always encourage prospective pet owners to 
consider adopting a pet from a reputable rescue 
organisation first. However, we do recognise that 
people will turn to their computers when looking to 
buy or sell almost anything at the click of a mouse, 
and sadly pets are not exempt from this. This is why 
we believe the best solution is to engage with online 
classified sites. DoneDeal are extremely cooperative 
and do everything they can to adhere to IPAAG’s 
Minimum Standards and remove advertisements in 
breach of these standards and that contain animal 
welfare concerns. We hope anyone looking to get a 
new pet, particularly a puppy, will visit www.ipaag.ie 
and read the information there, download our Puppy 
Checklist and avoid falling victim to unscrupulous 
breeders.” 
 
IPAAG’s #PuppyDotCon campaign includes a checklist 
for prospective buyers to help them identify welfare 
issues in online advertisements, as well as other 
information to enable potential pet owners to buy a 
healthy pet with confidence. 
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The ISPCA Donegal Animal Rehabilitation 
Centre is now open!

The new ISPCA Donegal Animal Rehabilitation Centre (ARC) opened in 
June thanks to the hard work of our affiliated member organisation 
Donegal SPCA.   
 
The state-of-the-art facilities include an animal treatment room, rooms 
for small animals, large animals, and aquatic wildlife such as seals, as 
well as stables, kennels and a cattery. All animals and species are 
welcome! 
 
Since its opening, the Donegal ARC has already taken in animals of all 
kinds, including 42 dogs, 74 cats and 10 wildlife animals.  
 
There are also loads of gorgeous animals waiting for homes in the 
centre. If you have any questions relating to adoption of animals from 
Donegal ARC, or wish to arrange an appointment to meet them, please 
email donegal@ispca.ie.

Clockwise from 
top left: Vet care 
and grooming 
room, dog 
kennels, stables, 
centre entrance 
 
 
 
 

Above: Hans the hedgehog was 
brought to the Donegal ARC 
after a local family found him 
trapped in a drain.  
 
After assessment by a vet, Hans 
was treated for hypothermia and 
a possible chest infection.  
 
Within a few weeks the little 
hedgehog made a full recovery, 
gained more weight and 
strength, and was eventually 
released back into the garden 
where he was found! 



Smuggled puppies discovered 
at Scottish port have found 

new homes
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Rescued puppies Grace (left) and 
Farrah (right) were rehomed 

together.
"These puppies are 
having a great 
time! Grace 
surprisingly is the 
boss. They can't be 
separated; they 
follow each other 
around constantly," 
says new owner 
Damien.

Earlier this year 27 puppies and young dogs were seized by our 
friends at the Scottish SPCA after Scottish police discovered 
them concealed in a van at Cairnryan ferry port. The dogs were 
returned to Ireland, as this was their country of origin, and spent 
the night with the Ulster SPCA in Newry. They were then 
transferred to the ISPCA’s National Animal Centre. 
 
The dogs, which include Chihuahua, Spaniel, and Collie-type 
puppies of various ages were not 
microchipped, which is a legal requirement 
in Ireland, and were not accompanied by 
pet passports, required for the commercial 
movement of dogs to the UK from the 
Republic of Ireland. 
 
ISPCA Chief Inspector Conor Dowling said: 
“The manner in which these puppies were 
concealed illustrates the lengths to which 
these unscrupulous dealers will go to in 
order to make money from unfortunate 
animals. While most of these puppies 
might not have been of high value in 
Ireland, it is estimated that the entire 
consignment may have fetched over 
£10,000 on the British market. For some 
people, that potential profit outweighs the 
suffering caused to vulnerable puppies."   
  
The puppies recovered at the ISPCA 
National Animal in Longford, with some 
requiring significant veterinary care. 
Eventually they were all adopted, and have 
gone to new, loving homes.     

The ISPCA is part of Operation Delphin, a joint operation targeting the illegal export of puppies from Ireland to 
the UK.                                                          
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Wilson is one of the rescued 
retriever pups who fits in well with 
an energetic family of three!

Operation Delphin includes the SSPCA, USPCA, RSPCA, DSPCA, 
HMRC, Irish Customs, UK Customs and Excise, Stena Line and 
other agencies.  
 
The ISPCA would like to thank our colleagues at the Ulster SPCA 
for transporting the dogs from Cairnryan to Newry. We would also 
like to congratulate and thank Police Scotland for their vigilance in 
detecting these dogs at Cairnryan port, and the Scottish SPCA for 
looking after the puppies in Scotland until they could be returned to 
Ireland. 

Meet Penelope 
the rescued 

Python! 
Penelope the Royal Python 
caused a fright in Leitrim this 
summer when she was spotted 
sunning herself in a park.  
She was captured not long after, 
and found to be in good health 
but fairly hungry.  
She has since been 
rehabilitated, and the ISPCA is 
hoping to send Penelope to a 
new home with an experienced 
owner!  
You can read the full story at 
www.ispca.ie/news.  
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Four Shetland ponies and one foal adopted 
after rescue from a Meath property 
Four Shetland ponies and one foal have 
gone to their forever homes after an 
ISPCA Inspector rescued them from a 
property in Meath. 
 
ISPCA Animal Welfare Inspector Elaine 
Reynolds responded to a call over the 
summer and found the ponies on land 
near Dunboyne extremely underweight. 
They had only an old bale of rotten and 
inedible silage in their enclosure, 
indicating the ponies had not had 
sufficient food for some time. 
 
The ponies were cared for and treated by 
a vet at the ISPCA National Animal 
Centre before going to their new 
families. Three of the ponies – Apollo, 
Boomer and Starbuck – went to one 
home, and the mother Justine and foal 
Buster went to another. 
 
Following the rescue, Inspector 
Reynolds was impressed with how 
friendly the ponies were given the 
appalling conditions in which they were 
found. Now their sweet, curious 
personalities are bringing immense joy 
to their new families. 
 
“[The ponies] are the perfect addition to 
our family,” said Justine and Buster’s 
adopters. “They are so gentle with the 
kids, inquisitive and well-mannered. 
We’re delighted to have them with us.” 
 
Meanwhile, Apollo, Boomer and 
Starbuck’s family are glad to have the 
three impish ponies about. 
 
“They have such character and are so 
fun to have around,” the family said. 
"Well done to all at the ISPCA for taking 
such good care of them before they 
came to us."  
 
We are delighted these ponies have 
found such gorgeous, caring homes!  
 
 

Report animal cruelty, neglect or abuse to our National Helpline 
1890 515 515 or online at www.ispca.ie. All complaints are dealt 

with in strict confidence.

Above: Buster in his new 
home 

 
Right: Starbuck (top) 
and Buster (bottom) 
when they were first 

rescued and brought to 
the ISPCA National 

Animal Centre in 
Longford   
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Woman banned for life from keeping 
animals after ISPCA found deceased dog 
on Laois property

In Portlaoise District Court this autumn, 
a Laois woman was banned from 
keeping pets for life under the Animal 
Health and Welfare Act 2013 (AHWA) 
after an ISPCA Inspector found one 
deceased dog and one injured dog on her 
property. 
 
The woman was convicted of two 
offences under the AHWA which included 
causing unnecessary suffering and failing 
to protect the health and welfare of a 
dog. Additionally, she was convicted of 
not having a dog licence and having an 
unburied carcass of a dog on the 
property. 
 
ISPCA Inspector Karen Lyons visited the 
woman’s Portlaoise property 
accompanied by two Gardaí on 20th 
December 2017. They entered the back  

garden to see a large amount of wooden planks strewn on the ground with nails sticking out of them. 
 
Behind a shed Inspector Lyons discovered the carcass of a black and white terrier-type dog. From the 
strong smell she believed it must have been deceased for some time, and would have exposed the 
second dog to toxins. 
 
Inspector Lyons seized the second dog found on the property which clearly had injuries and was in a 
terribly distressed state. The dog was immediately brought for a veterinary assessment and 
subsequently transported to the National Animal Centre in Longford for rehabilitation. 
 
ISPCA Inspector Karen Lyons said: “The conditions on this property were extremely hazardous for this 
dog due to the protruding nails, planks of wood, and also the decomposing carcass of the other dog was 
horrendous. This kind of neglect is intolerable.” 
 
The judge imposed a three-month prison sentence, suspended for one year on a €100 bond. The judge 
also barred the woman from keeping animals for life under Section 58 of AHWA. 
 
The seized dog, later named Nicky, is now enjoying life with a family in Wicklow. 
 
ISPCA Animal Welfare Inspectors are authorised under the AHWA to investigate complaints of animal 
cruelty, and if they determine an offence has been committed under the act, can gather facts and 
evidence to initiate a prosecution.  
 
The ISPCA has nine Inspectors covering 17 counties in Ireland.  

Above: Nicky, the surviving dog, while in ISPCA care. He was later 
rehomed. 
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As the weather turns frigid, the ISPCA reminds pet 
owners to keep their pets away from antifreeze and 
clean up any spills immediately. 
 
One vet practice advised the ISPCA that they have seen 
three cases of cats poisoned by antifreeze in just two 
weeks. Cats only have a 5% survival rate after 
ingesting the coolant. 
 
The active ingredient in antifreeze, ethylene glycol, 
actually tastes good to animals. They will lick it up if 
the liquid is left spilled on the ground, perhaps after 
being added to a car. Cats often hide beneath cars or 
sit on the bonnet, and therefore can easily be exposed 
to antifreeze. 
 
It only takes one millilitre per kilogram of body weight 
ingested to prove fatal for a cat. Signs of poisoning 
include lethargy, vomiting, lack of coordination, low 
body temperature, seizures or coma. 
After 24-48 hours signs of kidney failure will be 
evident, with the cat presenting continuing lethargy, 
illness, lack of appetite, vomiting, seizures, and 
eventually death. 
 
Antifreeze is just as toxic for dogs. If signs of 
poisoning are caught early vets can administer an 
antidote, though it is not guaranteed to work. 
 
The best thing pet owners can do is take preventative 
measures: ensure antifreeze is stored securely out of 
reach of pets, consider bringing outdoor cats indoors, 
keep dogs on a lead when out for a walk, and wipe 
your pet’s paws after they have been outside. 
 
If you suspect your pet may have antifreeze poisoning, 
contact your vet immediately. 

Keep your pets safe this 
winter!
Beware of hazards such as antifreeze, 
which is toxic to cats and dogs. 

Additional ISPCA winter
safety tips: 

Bring dogs on more frequent, but shorter walks 
so they spend less time exposed to the cold. 
Consider getting a pet jacket for older or 
thinner dogs that are more sensitive to cold. 
If you are concerned about your dog being 
outside in the cold, look for indoor agility 
classes in your area. 
Ensure outdoor cats have somewhere warm 
and dry to sleep, and bring dogs indoors at 
night. 
Check under your car or bang on the bonnet to 
scare off any cats that may have found shelter 
there. 
Ensure equines have a warm stable or 
purpose-built shelter. 
Horses and donkeys must wear rugs to protect 
them from the elements. Check rugs daily to 
ensure they fit properly and are in good 
condition. 
Check feeders to make sure drinking water 
isn’t frozen over. 
Make sure equines have a dry, hard surface to 
stand on to prevent mud rash. 



Ways to support the ISPCA
There are many ways you can support the animals in our care.  

Online shop: visit www.shop.ispca.ie for our 2019 
calendar, thoughtful gifts, homeware and more. 

Leave a Legacy
Gifts in wills are vital to the ISPCA. A gift in a will, large or small, can help save the lives of 

animals we rescue. Leaving a legacy for us goes a long way in helping us maintain or 
expand our services. 88% of our funding comes from public support and legacies. 

ISPCA Wedding Favours
As your wedding day approaches, make your day truly one to remember with 
ISPCA personalised wedding favours. As an alternative to traditional favours, 
animal lovers can include their own pets in their big day and help support less 

fortunate animals who have come in our care. To find out more about our 
Wedding Favours contact our fundraising team on 043 33 25035 (3) or email 

fundraising@ispca.ie. 

ISPCA Home Forever Programme
Do you worry what will happen to your pet after you are gone? The ISPCA has created 
the Home Forever Programme to make sure we are there if the worst should happen. 

If you become incapacitated, move into residential care or pass away, we will look 
after your pets. Home Forever gives you the peace of mind that there can still be a 

bright future ahead for your beloved pet. For more information about how to sign up 
visit https://www.ispca.ie/ispca_home_forever_programme/.
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Volunteer at the ISPCA
The ISPCA really appreciates volunteers who give up their spare time to help 
us walk, care for and groom the many animals at the National Animal Centre. 
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact our volunteer coordinator 

Emily by emailing volunteer.nac@ispca.ie. 

Donate
Visit www.ispca.ie to make an online donation, or 
fill out the form on the back of this page and send 
it back to us to sign up to give a monthly gift. 

www.ispca.ie
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Skye and Charlie are sisters, and the two pups were 
inseparable while they both waited patiently for their 
forever homes in the ISPCA Equine Rescue Centre in 
Mallow. 
 
Charlie’s happy day came when she met Tessa, her new 
owner who had come to the centre to meet her. They 
loved one another instantly. Tessa understood that for 
Charlie, leaving her sister behind was difficult, but sadly 
she couldn’t offer her home to both pups. 
 
One of Tessa’s work colleagues, Caitriona, had been 
looking for a dog of her own. When she found out 
Charlie had a gorgeous sister looking for a home, she 
knew that dog would be the one for her. 
 
Skye and Charlie went to their separate homes, but it 
didn’t have to mean losing touch with one another. 
Luckily, they have a dog-friendly office! 
 
“Charlie and Skye get to see each other every day when 
they both come with us to work,” Tessa and Caitriona 
told us. 
 
“With plenty of food, water and a chew toy on hand, 
they’re happy to lie under our desks together, and it’s 
great to see what a positive effect they have on each 
other,” they added. 
 
Skye and Charlie were quiet girls before being adopted, 
but having the chance to still see one another has 
helped them shine. Charlie has grown protective, while 
having her sister around gives Skye the boost she needs 
to be confident and playful around new people. 
 
“They’re two precious pups, and although shy they are 
the sweetest souls and love a good cuddle. Thank you 
to the Mallow ISPCA for giving us the most precious 
four-legged friends!” 
 
The ladies were so impressed by the work the ISPCA 
does, that they organised a fundraiser at their workplace, 
and raised over €500 to help support our services. 
 
We are very grateful for this support, but not quite as 
grateful, we imagine, as Skye and Charlie are for their 
wonderful new homes! 

These Cork sisters were adopted 
separately, but they're still best friends!

ISPCA #HappyTails



ISPCA Equine Rescue Centre 
Dromsligo, Mallow 
Co. Cork P51 YF98 
T: 022 43218 
E: mallow@ispca.ie 

ISPCA National Animal Centre 
Derryglogher, Keenagh 
Co. Longford N39X 257 

T: 043 332 5035 
E: info@ispca.ie

National Animal Cruelty Helpline: 1890 515 515
ISPCA Donegal Animal 

Rehabilitation Centre 
Barrack, Ballyare, Ramelton 

Co. Donegal F92 T1HR 
T: 074 9152360 

E: donegal@ispca.ie 

ISPCA Registered Charity No. 20008734. Registered Company No. 460571, CHY 5619

The Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals is Ireland's leading animal 
welfare charity. We investigate complaints of animal cruelty and neglect, and 

rescue, care for and responsibly rehome thousands of animals every year. Our 
mission is that through education, legislation and ongoing support for our 17 

affiliated societies we can prevent cruelty to animals.

www.ispca.ie


