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FOREWORD

Dr Andrew Kelly
ISPCA Chief Executive Offi cer

Our ISPCA Inspectors investigate thousands of 
allegations or reports of neglect or cruelty to 
animals every year, most of which are the result 
of ignorance on behalf of the owners or those 

responsible for the animals. Many visits by our Inspectors result in advice 
being given to owners on how to care appropriately for their animals. 
Giving advice and educating the public are major components of their jobs. 
Unfortunately, on occasions animal welfare offences are discovered and it 
is the role of our Inspectors to gather evidence and initiate prosecutions. 

This fi rst annual report highlights the prosecutions initiated by ISPCA 
Inspectors that were fi nalised in court in 2014 and summarises those 
cases fi nalised in court between 2010 and 2013. All the prosecutions in 
this report were taken under the Protection of Animals Act 1911, which was 
replaced by the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013, in March 2014. ISPCA 
Inspectors became Authorised Offi cers under the AHWA in May 2014 and 
since then have initiated over 40 prosecutions, three of which have already 
been fi nalised in court with positive outcomes. These will be reported in 
our next annual report for 2015. Many of our supporters have indicated 
that they feel that the penalties on conviction for animal welfare offences 
are not high enough. We will continue to do our job and bring offenders to 
court. How the offenders are dealt with is a matter for the courts.

Currently we have six Inspectors covering 14 counties. This is not enough. 
I am pleased to say that we will be recruiting two new Inspectors in 2015 
and we aim to introduce more in the coming years, subject to funding. Our 
Inspectors face distressing and harrowing scenes of animal cruelty on a 
daily basis as the graphic pictures in this report demonstrate and I’d like 
to take this opportunity to thank them for their dedication and hard work. 
Without them thousands of animals across Ireland would continue to suffer 
in silence. Our Inspectors give those animals a voice. 

The ISPCA’s objectives are to prevent cruelty and relieve the suffering 
of animals. Enforcement of the legislation is an important aspect of this, 
together with education and advocacy work. As Richard Martin MP for 
Galway (nicknamed Humanity Dick due to his passion for animal welfare) 
in the early 19th Century said ‘If legislation to protect animals is to be 
effective, it must be adequately enforced’. This is as true today as it was 
then. The ISPCA will continue to investigate any allegations of animal 
cruelty and will initiate a prosecution where there is suffi cient evidence 
and where it is in the public interest to do so.

Our Inspectorate prides itself on its professionalism and fairness and we 
have had unrivalled results in producing the evidence that has secured 
convictions in appropriate cases.
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ISPCA Inspectors are the front 
line against animal cruelty in 
Ireland, investigating complaints of 
abandoned, neglected and cruelly 
treated animals. It is their job to 
establish the facts behind each 
case and decide whether or not to 
initiate a prosecution.

Where possible, our Inspectors 
use their communication skills 
and animal welfare knowledge to 
educate animal owners to care 
properly for their animals. If owners 
are unable to care for their animals 
appropriately, our Inspectors will 

offer the opportunity to surrender 
them. Prosecution is the last resort 
but, under certain circumstances, 
our Inspectors will instigate legal 
proceedings. 

All of the cases outlined below 
were taken by Gardaí under the 
Protection of Animals Act 1911 
however, with the introduction of 
the Animal Health and Welfare 
Act in 2013, ISPCA Inspectors 
are empowered and can now 
submit case fi les directly to the 
Department of Agriculture’s legal 
department for consideration.
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ISPCA FACTS AND FIGURES

INSPECTORATE AREA MAP

The ISPCA Inspectorate:

• Six fully trained members of the Inspectorate team – One Chief Inspector and fi ve 
Inspectors 

• Covering 14 counties

Each year the ISPCA National Animal Cruelty Helpline receives over 20,000 
calls resulting in:

• Over 4,000 investigations

• Over 700 animals seized or surrendered

• 25 prosecutions initiated in 2014

Tyrone

Carlow

Derry
Antrim

DownArmaghFermanagh

Louth

Counties currently covered by 
ISCPA Inspectors.

2 new Inspectors will be recruited 
in 2015 to cover Limerick, 
Waterford and South Tipperary.
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WARNING: 

Graphic images and stories 

in this report may be 

upsetting. Unfortunately 

this is the reality of what 

ISPCA Inspectors encounter 

on a regular basis.

In this report, the ISPCA will demonstrate how 

we address reports of severe animal neglect and 

abuse in Ireland through ISPCA driven cases 

that came before the courts in 2014.

To report cruelty, neglect or abuse to an animal, 

please contact the ISPCA National Cruelty Helpline in 

confi dence on 1890 515 515, email helpline@ispca.ie

or visit www.ispca.ie to report online.
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Date:  Thursday 6th February 2014.

Court:  Letterkenny District Court, Co. Donegal.

Defendant:  Female, 40s.

Summary:  Two emaciated Boxer dogs were found living in squalor in the 
defendant’s back garden. Both dogs made full recoveries and were 
rehomed by the ISPCA.  

Offences:  Protection of Animals Act 1911, Section 1.

Conviction:  Causing unnecessary suffering to two dogs contrary to the Protection 
of Animals Act 1911.

Sentence:  Paid €330 towards ISPCA’s costs. Banned from keeping dogs for two 
years.

Date:  Wednesday 12th February 2014.

Court:  Carlow District Court, Co. Carlow.

Defendant:  Male, 40s.

Summary:  A 12 year old pony was severely overweight, had overgrown hooves 
and was suffering from chronic laminitis.  The pony was euthanised 
due to the chronic nature of the condition and the severity of its 
suffering.

Offences:  Protection of Animals Act 1911, Section 1.

Conviction:  Causing unnecessary suffering to a pony by failing to provide 
appropriate veterinary and farrier care.

Sentence:  Ordered to pay €350 costs and a contribution of €200 to the ISPCA. 

BEFORE AFTER
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Date:  Tuesday 18th February 2014.

Court:  Carndonagh District Court, Co. Donegal.

Defendant:  Male, 77.

Summary:  18 dogs were found living in poor conditions on the defendant’s 
property. The decomposing carcasses of three other dogs were also 
discovered.  

Offences:  Protection of Animals Act 1911, Section 1.

Conviction:  Causing unnecessary suffering to dogs contrary to the Protection of 
Animals Act 1911.

Sentence:  Fined €500. Ordered to pay €400 veterinary costs. Banned from 
keeping dogs for 10 years.

Date:  Thursday 15th May 2014.

Court:  Sligo District Court, Co. Sligo.

Defendant:  Male, 63 and his son.

Summary:  The case resulted from visits made to the property in January 2013 
during which large numbers of equines were found living in extremely 
muddy conditions. A number of donkeys in poor physical condition 
and some with overgrown hooves were also found. The case was 
dismissed due to a number of technical errors, outside the control of 
the ISPCA. Five donkeys were surrendered to the ISPCA in January 
2013 and these were all successfully rehabilitated.

Offences:  Protection of Animals Act 1911, Section 1 - Multiple animals.

Conviction:  Charges dismissed for technical reasons outside the control of the 
ISPCA. 

Sentence:  None.
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Date:  Wednesday 25th June 2014.

Court:  Athlone District Court, Co. Westmeath.

Defendant:  Male, 50s.

Summary:  In March 2013, an inspection of the man’s lands resulted in the 
discovery of the carcasses of four equines and several other animals 
in poor condition. Eight equines were surrendered into the care of 
the ISPCA. Two subsequently died. One mare gave birth to a foal.

Offences:  Protection of Animals Act 1911, Section 1; Control of Dogs Act 1986, 
Section 24 (Burial of carcasses).

Conviction:  None - Due to the defendant’s personal problems the court elected 
not to convict him. Further inspections are to be conducted on his 
property.

Sentence:  Instructed to donate €2000 to the ISPCA.

BEFORE

AFTER
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Date:  Thursday 24th July 2014.

Court:  Lismire District Court, Co. Cork.

Defendant:  Male, 20s.

Summary:  An Alaskan Malamute was found chained to the outside of a shed. 
It did not have access to shelter or water, was severely underweight 
and had numerous other health issues. The dog was successfully 
rehomed by the ISPCA.

Offences:  Protection of Animals Act 1911, Section 1.

Conviction:  Causing unnecessary suffering to a dog.

Sentence:  Community Service.

Date:  Thursday 13th November 2014.

Court:  Trim District Court, Co. Meath.

Defendant:  Male, 20s.

Summary:  An emaciated Staffordshire bull-terrier dog and her 11 pups were 
found confined in a dirty shed. Despite the fact that she was nursing 
such a large number of young pups, no food or water was available. 
On admission the dog weighed 13.5 Kg, just over half of the ideal 26 
Kg that she now weighs. The dog and her pups were rehabilitated by 
the ISPCA and successfully rehomed. 

Offences:  Protection of Animals Act 1911, Section 1 – Multiple Counts; Control of 
Dogs Act 1986, section 24 (Burial of carcasses).

Conviction:  16 counts of cruelty to a number of dogs, cruelty to ferrets and also 
permitting the carcass of a pony to remain unburied.

Sentence:  Sentenced to four months imprisonment and banned from keeping 
any animals for two years.

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTER

AFTER
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Date:   
Tuesday 21st October 2014.

Court:   
Carrick-on-Shannon District 
Court, Co. Leitrim.

Defendant:   
Male, 50s.

Summary:   
When the ISPCA visited the 
defendant’s property in May 
2013 a number of welfare 
issues were discovered. Goats 
were tethered without access 
to shelter or water; a dead 

dog was found still chained to a barrel; another Collie was chained 
in a filthy environment; horses in poor condition were confined in 
pens standing up to their hocks in muck; there were donkeys with 
overgrown hooves; and a small emaciated pony shut in a horsebox 
without food or water. The live Collie and the miniature pony were 
surrendered to the ISPCA and successfully rehomed.

Offences:  Protection of Animals Act 1911, Section 1 – Multiple Counts.

Conviction:  None - Although the facts were not disputed the court elected not to 
convict the defendant provided further inspections on his property 
did not reveal further welfare issues. 

Sentence:  Instructed to pay €227.35 in ISPCA costs and donate a further €500 
to the charity. 

BEFORE AFTER



Date:  
Tuesday 28th October 2014.

Court:  
Carrick-on-Shannon District Court, 
Co. Leitrim.

Defendant:  
Female, 50s.

Summary:  In January 2013 around 160 dogs were found living in appalling 
conditions at the defendant’s property. 140 dogs were handed over 
to a number of animal welfare groups including the ISPCA. Most 
of the dogs had heavily matted fur and were suffering from skin, 
eye and teeth problems. One of the dogs was so ill that it had to 
be euthanised while another had to have a severely infected eye 
removed.

Offences:  Protection of Animals Act 1911, Section 1 – Multiple Counts.

Conviction:  None - Although the defendant pled guilty, the court elected not to 
convict the defendant pending further inspections of her property. 

Sentence:  None. 
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AFTER

BEFORE

BEFORE



12

Date:  
Thursday 27th November 2014.

Court:  
Sligo District Court, Co. Sligo.

Defendant:  
Male, 56.

Summary:  In November 2013, two emaciated German Shepherd dogs were 
discovered living in a fi lthy and muddy garden without access to 
proper shelter. Both dogs were surrendered to the ISPCA. One was 
successfully rehabilitated and rehomed. Unfortunately the other 
dog did not respond to treatment and was euthanised on veterinary 
advice.

Offences:  Protection of Animals Act 1911, Section 1. 

Conviction:  Cruel ill-treatment of two dogs.

Sentence:  Fined €100.

BEFORE AFTER
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ISPCA COURT CASE OUTCOMES IN 2013

ISPCA COURT CASE OUTCOMES IN 2012

> A man from Gaoth Dobhair, Co. Donegal was convicted of cruelty to a donkey. He 
was fined €550 and ordered to pay the ISPCA’s costs of €513.

> A man from Millstreet, Co. Cork was convicted of cruelty to a horse. He received a 
three month custodial sentence and €1000 fine. 

> A man from Collooney, Co. Sligo was convicted of cruelty to two parrots. He was 
given a suspended custodial sentence. 

> A man from Rathvilly, Co. Carlow was convicted of 5 counts of cruelty – one re 
Patterdale terrier with injured jaw / four re Greyhounds in filthy conditions. He 
was initially sentenced to five months imprisonment but this term was suspended 
on appeal. He was ordered to pay €2,500 to the ISPCA. 

> A man from Ballysadare, Co. Sligo was convicted of cruelty to a pony with an 
embedded head collar. The case was adjourned and Mr. Conway was ordered to 
pay €800 to ISPCA or face custodial sentence. 

> A man from Mountrath, Co. Laois was convicted of cruelty to a dog. He received 
200 hours community service and was banned from keeping animals for five 
years.

> A man from Meelin, Co. Cork was convicted of cruelty to dogs, four of which 
starved to death. He received a three month suspended sentence and was banned 
from keeping dogs for life.

> 9th January 2012 – A man from Downings, Co. Donegal was convicted of allowing 
unburied carcasses to remain on his land (Cruelty charges were dropped) at 
Letterkenny District Court. He was ordered to pay €250 to the ISPCA and permit 
further inspections.

> 25th January 2012 – A man from Carlow, Co. Laois was convicted of cruelly 
ill-treating six dogs. He was fined €750 and given a three month suspended 
custodial sentence.

> 21st September 2012 – A man from Letterkenny, Co. Donegal was convicted of 
cruelty to a dog. He was fined €300, ordered to pay €151.48 ISPCA costs and 
banned from keeping dogs for two years.
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ISPCA COURT CASE OUTCOMES IN 2011

> 21st March 2011 – A man from Easkey, Co. Sligo was convicted of causing 
unnecessary suffering to donkeys and a horse. He was remanded in custody for 
three days. The accused was convicted on one count of animal cruelty at Sligo 
District Court. Two other charges were struck off on condition that the accused 
pays a total of €1817.99 in costs to the ISPCA and a veterinary surgeon who 
attended the scene. In addition to the costs the Judge imposed a fine of €50.

> A woman from Freemount, Co. Cork was convicted of cruelty to a St. Bernard with 
an ingrown collar. She was fined and banned from keeping animals.

> 5th April 2011 - A man from Letterkenny, Donegal was convicted of cruelly beating 
two dogs. He was fined €200.

> A man from Kildorrey, Co. Cork was convicted of cruelty to horse named “Flicka”.

> 29th June 2011 – A woman received a lifetime ban from keeping dogs reaffirmed. 
She was given one month to rehome dogs in her care. 

> 6th July 2011 – A man from Castledermot, Co. Kildare was convicted of cruelty 
to three dogs at Carlow District Court. He was ordered to pay a €250 fine and 
€961.70 in expenses to the ISPCA.

> July 2011 – A woman was given the probation act on condition that €1,000 be paid 
to the ISPCA. 

> 9th September 2011 – A woman from Carlow, Co. Carlow was sentenced for cruelty 
to three Pit Bull Terriers at Carlow Court. She was fined €500, ordered to pay 
€530 ISPCA costs, banned from keeping dogs for life.

> 22nd September 2011 – A man from Easkey, Co. Sligo was convicted on one count 
of cruelty at Sligo District Court. He was fined €50 and ordered to pay a total of 
€1817.99 in costs to the ISPCA and the attending vet.

> 28th September 2011 – Two men from Carlow, Co. Carlow were convicted of 
trapping wild birds at Carlow District Court. They were fined €500 each and 
banned from keeping birds for five years.

> October 2011 – A man from Boyle, Co. Roscommon - Breach of ban from keeping 
dogs (second such offence). Fined €500 and ban reaffirmed. No costs awarded.

> 26th October 2011 – A man at Strokestown District Court pled guilty to three 
counts of cruelty to a bay mare and foal and a chestnut gelding. He was fined 
€250 on each count and ordered to pay €100 to the ISPCA. (We had submitted 
costs of €865).

ISPCA COURT CASE OUTCOMES IN 2010

> 23rd March 2010 – Two men from Buncrana, Co. Donegal were convicted of taking 
a sheep from a field, putting it in the boot of a car and subsequently beating the 
animal which had to be put to sleep. Both were given two months detention.

> 9th September 2010 – A man from Buncrana, Co. Donegal was convicted of cruelty 
to a sheep (same incident as above). He was fined €200 and was ordered to pay 
€500 compensation to the farmer. 

> 13th December 2010 – The accused was sentenced for castrating a neighbour’s 
dog with a rubber ring and ordered to make a donation of €500 in compensation 
to the ISPCA and was fined €250.
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A FINAL NOTE

The aim of the ISPCA is to prevent 
cruelty to animals, to promote 
animal welfare and to proactively 
relieve animal suffering in Ireland. 
The ISPCA supports the aims of 
similarly minded animal welfare 
bodies throughout the world.  

The ISPCA believes that animals 
have the right to live their lives 
free from needless suffering and 
we aim to rescue, rehabilitate and 
responsibly rehome animals that 
are subjected to cruelty or neglect.  
We also believe that all animals 
have an intrinsic value entirely 
independent of their value or use 
to man and should be respected 
and protected.

Whilst we might welcome higher 
penalties and a ban on keeping 
animals imposed on offenders, it is 
equally important that we use the 
outcome of these cases to educate 

and inform the public. Many animal 
owners don’t know what their legal 
responsibilities are – for example, 
it still comes as a surprise to 
many people that tail-docking is 
illegal. What is important for the 
ISPCA is that we use these cases, 
regardless of the penalties imposed 
to inform the public of their legal 
responsibilities. 

The ISPCA would like to see animal 
welfare taught to primary school 
children as part of the curriculum 
and we will lobby government for 
that to happen. In the meantime, 
every time there is a successful 
prosecution, the ISPCA will do its 
best to get the message out there 
that abusing animals in any way 
will not be tolerated. The ISPCA will 
continue to work towards a time 
when all animal owners treat their 
animals with empathy and respect.



For further information about our work or to 
report cruelty, neglect or abuse to an animal, 

please call 1890 515 515, 
email helpline@ispca.ie 

or visit www.ispca.ie to report online 
in the strictest of confi dence.
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