
  
Welcome to theWelcome to the   

II..SS..PP..CC..AA..  
  

The Society Cares for All AnimalsThe Society Cares for All Animals   
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When was the ISPCA set upWhen was the ISPCA set up??  
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ISPCA Mission StatementISPCA Mission Statement  

THE AIM OF THE ISPCA IS TO PREVENT 
CRUELTY TO ANIMALS, TO PROMOTE 
ANIMAL WELFARE AND TO RELIEVE 
ANIMAL SUFFERING IN IRELAND. THE 
SOCIETY SUPPORTS THE AIMS OF 
SIMILARLY MINDED ANIMAL WELFARE 
BODIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD” 
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Key areas of responsibilityKey areas of responsibility   

ISPCA 
Inspectorate 

Dog Warden 
Services 

Public relations & 
Fund raising 

Relationships with 
Farming 

Community, 
Veterinary Council 

Education 
Our People 

General Public 

Government 
Lobbying & 
Legislation 

Information & 
Help Line 

1890 515 515 

Twenty Two 
Member Societies 
Worldwide alliances 

National Animal 
Centre, Longford 
Victor Dowling 
Centre, Mallow 

 

All in aid of Animal Welfare 
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The National Animal CentreThe National Animal Centre  

Set on 88 acres in County Longford 



���������	
���

What is the What is the   
National Animal CentreNational Animal Centre??  
     The ISPCA National Animal Centre is Irelands 
first  purpose built centre  suitable for the care and 
rehabilitation of a wide variety of animals 
subjected to abuse in Ireland. 

    It is  the Head office of the ISPCA 
 We currently have horses, dogs, cats, rabbits, 

hamsters, a donkey, a pig and goats in our care. 
Kennelling for 50 canines, cattery for up to 50 
felines, facilities for up to 15 equines. 
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ISPCA Wildlife and Otter Rehabilitation facility was 
constructed at the National Animal Centre in May 
2007. 
ISPCA Victor Dowling Equine Centre, Mallow, Co 
Cork opened in May 2007– 55 acres, facilities for up 
to 25 equines. 
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Some of our Animal Care Some of our Animal Care 
AssistantsAssistants  
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ISPCA InspectorateISPCA Inspectorate  

                     

Kevin McGinley                                      Brendan Hughes 

Conor Dowling   

ISPCA Inspectors 
 

•Investigate allegations of   
 cruelty 
•Liaise with County Vets  
and Gardai 
•Represent ISPCA in   
Court 
•Rescue sick and injured  
animals 

 
Lisa O’ Donovan 
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ISPCA InspectorateISPCA Inspectorate  

• Current strength of 5 Inspectors 
• Directly employed and trained by the 

ISPCA 
• 13 Counties covered 
• Remaining counties covered by both 

member societies and other Animal 
Welfare Organisations  
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ISPCA InspectorateISPCA Inspectorate  

� Calls handled by National Animal Helpline – 1890 
515 515 

� 2008 – 5,576 calls 

� 1,461 calls required investigation by an ISPCA 
Inspector. The remaining calls were dealt with by 
our Helpline Co-ordinator, Member Societies and 
Other Welfare Groups. 

� Over 100 prosecutions initiated in liaison with the 
Gardai in the 3 years 
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Cruelty casesCruelty cases. .   
  

� Meet ‘Steel’ a four year 
old horse that was 
removed from his owner 
after being starved and 
abused all of his life…  

� His owner was convicted 
for cruelty and Steel 
made a full recovery. 

� What if our Inspector had 
not found him on time? 

������� ������
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Ruby  

Ruby, a six year old chestnut thoroughbred mare, was rescued by Wexford 
SPCA in March 2007 in this appalling condition, which was caused by 
starvation, and by neglect of her teeth.  She was nursed back to health, firstly 
by a dedicated foster home in Wexford, and latterly by the staff of the ISPCA 
Victor Dowling Equine Rescue Centre, in Mallow Co. Cork.   
Ruby has recovered her bodyweight, but she is still unable to chew coarse 
foods.  Ruby urgently needs expensive dental surgery on her malformed teeth, 
to enable her to eat hay during the winter months and to prevent a recurrence 
of gum infections.  
We then hope to do some basic training with her, and find her a secure foster 
home for life.  



���������	
���

The ISPCA receives NO funding from  
·         the Racing Industry,  
·         The Horse-Breeding Industry 
·         the Sport Horse Industry or  
·         the Betting Industry  
for its work with neglected and abused horses and ponies.   
Equines take longer and are more expensive to re-habilitate 
than domestic pets.  We rely solely on the goodwill of the 
public for this vital work. 

Ozzy’s owner was convicted of cruelty at Portlaoise District Court and fined.  
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AllyAlly, , her storyher story……....  

� Ally first came to the 
centre in May 2002.   

� She was in horrific 
condition and was so 
underweight she could 
barely stand.  Because 
Ally was so thin and 
fragile staff at the centre 
were shocked when she 
gave birth to a beautiful 
foal called ‘Conker’.   
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Cruelty to DogsCruelty to Dogs  

 
� Brookie was a Lurcher puppy 

found in a very sad condition. 
�   

�  He was  helped back to 
health and learned to trust 
people again at the National 
Animal Centre.  

� When he was ready our staff  
found him a fantastic new 
home where he will be safe 
for the rest of his life!   
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Old English SheepdogsOld English Sheepdogs  
some of our most recent casessome of our most recent cases! !   

� ISPCA Inspector Brendan 
Hughes found Five Old 
English Sheepdogs in 
horrific conditions.  

  
� Members of staff  worked  

quickly to ensure these dogs 
got the  immediate help they 
needed and a much needed 
hair cut to relieve them 
from further suffering. 
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Old English SheepdogsOld English Sheepdogs  
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Would you Would you recogniserecognise  this dog this dog   
 as a Shih  as a Shih TzuTzu????????   

 

    This poor dog was subjected to 
years of neglect.   

     Its coat was so matted that it had 
restricted the blood flow to its 
paw resulting in gangrene.   

      Unfortunately this poor guy did 
not survive his ordeal. However, 
justice was sought and his owner 
was successfully convicted under 
the Protection of Animals Act. 
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� Be cautious when buying 
a puppy. 

� Insist on seeing where 
the puppy was raised. 

� View the puppy with its 
mother and, if possible, 
its father.  

� Do NOT buy a puppy 
out of sympathy.  

Puppy Farming 
The cost to our society in 
Dealing with one breeding 
establishment alone was in 
The region of � 25,000 
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How How you canyou can help help!!  
When getting a DogWhen getting a Dog,,consider your lifestyle before consider your lifestyle before 
you chooseyou choose, , think about your family and lifestylethink about your family and lifestyle..      

 
 
    Remember that all puppies 

are cute and cuddly when 
they are young. 

      Many grow into large 
dogs which  need much 
care, attention and 
exercise.  

     They also need an 
enclosed space for when 
you are at work/school, 

      a licence, food and 
veterinarian care 

 All of this costs time 
     and money ! 

�
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How How you canyou can  help help !!   
Understand neuteringUnderstand neutering   
 and how it helps and how it helps ??  

 

Neutering is a simple operation 
to prevent your cat or dog 
from having unwanted 
puppies or kittens.   

 
In Ireland  there are over 16,000 

unwanted dogs put to sleep 
every year.  We can prevent 
this by encouraging people to 
neuter.   

 
FACT – One male  and one 

female dog and their offspring 
can produce over 5,000 
puppies in only seven years!!!! 
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LegislationLegislation  

 Principle Legislation used by Animal 
Welfare Organisations 

� Protection of Animals Act 1911 – 
(1965 Amendment) 

� Control of Dogs Act 1986 
� Control of Horses Act 1996 
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LegislationLegislation  

‘What Powers do Welfare Organisations have?’ 

• Protection of Animals Act 1911 – No powers of 
entry, seizure or removal to Animal Welfare 
Inspectors. May enter if invited by landowner / 
householder. May remove animal only with 
owners consent.  

• Gardai may facilitate entry if requested. Animals 
may only be seized by Gardai on certification by a 
Veterinary Surgeon that the animal is suffering. 
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LegislationLegislation  

‘What powers do Welfare Organisations have? 

 

    Control of Dogs Act 1986 / Control of Horses Act 
1996 – ISPCA Inspectors are authorised by the 
certain Local Authorities under the above acts. 
Authorised Officers have limited powers of entry 
and removal. Powers are only valid in the county 
of authorisation. 
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Animal Welfare OrganisationsAnimal Welfare Organisations  
The ISPCA Way ForwardThe ISPCA Way Forward  

• Development of ISPCA Inspectorate to 
cover all 26 counties. 

• Training and development of member 
societies staff and volunteers. 

• Develop links with other Welfare Groups 
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How How you canyou can help help??  

    The ISPCA is funded completely through legacies,  membership and 
through monies raised at  nationwide fund raising events. We receive   

little government support although we provide the government with an 
invaluable service. 

…we could not do this without your support. 
 - Some fundraising ideas – 

 Cake Sales, Non-Uniform days , Art competitions 
 Sale of work / Bric a Brac sales, Sponsored cycle / sponsored dog 

walks – sponsored Silences!, Running in the Mini Marathon for 
the ISPCA. Membership of the ISPCA , monthly donation, 

     ISPCA Wedding favours, Alternative Gifts eg Kennel sponsorship, 
ISPCA Merchandise, ISPCA pet beds. 

 


